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Foreword and Acknowledgements

Yosuke Okada

Dean, Graduate School of Economics & Faculty of Economics

Since 2013, the Faculty of Economics at Hitotsubashi University has implemented the Global
Leaders Program (GLP) which aims to cultivate global leaders able to combine expert knowledge
in economics with advanced communication skills in English, as well as in Japanese. This program
has thus far fostered numerous leaders who understand complicated situations and explore
appropriate solutions, which requires an ability to blend broad knowledge and deep expertise. In
order to realize a specific real-world solution, one needs a strong motivation and a tenacious ability
to reach consensuses among people with very different languages, institutions, laws, and opinions.
It is an important mission of our GLP program to develop skilled professionals who are capable of
assuming roles of leadership in helping reach the kind of collective decisions that facilitate a better

international economy and society.

Every year, a short-term international field study in selected European countries is conducted
as part of the GLP, and this report covers the contents of our student’s recent trip to the Netherlands,
Belgium and France from January 23 to February 2, 2020, under the supervision of Professor Toki
Masuda. The group of participants consisted of eleven undergraduates, including six GLP students.
All of them took the classes offered by Professor Toki Masuda: “Special Seminar A” (Spring-
Summer) and “Special Seminar B” (Autumn-Winter). These classes are designed to broaden the
student’s knowledges of a variety of problems that the EU is nowadays trying to cope with, and
to prepare them for discussions and presentations at European universities. Granted, this report is
nominally a product of their “short-term” field study, but it represents everyone’s year-round hard
work. We are most grateful for Professor Masuda and Professor Milen Martchev for their invaluable

guidance and support for the students’ presentations and drafts.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the people and institutions who gave us
various kinds of support, which was essential in carrying out this expedition to Europe: Utrecht
University, KU Leuven, the University of Paris, Parlamentarium, Toyota Motor Europe, Mizuho
Bank Ltd., Moét & Chandon, and, Josuikai in Paris. We also appreciate the wholehearted support of
our GLP staff at Hitotsubashi University: Professor Hiroyuki Okamuro, Professor Yasuhiro Otsuki,
Ms. Yuko Inukai, and Ms. Michiko Hirai. We shall be delighted if this program has been of help to
the participants, who will hopefully to go on to become professional leaders in the global arena in

the near future.
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Foreword

Toki Masuda

Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Economics

The most important news related to the EU in 2019 was undoubtedly the 30th anniversary
of the collapse of the Berlin Wall dividing East and West Germany. The impact of the German
reunification and the admission to the EU of former Eastern European countries has been a focus
of attention throughout the year. European ideals such as democracy, constitutionalism and human
rights have without question also spread to the newer EU countries, while on the other hand we
could not deny there is still a considerable gap between Western countries and countries from the
former Eastern Bloc.

There were also two events which seemed likely to determine the future of the EU. One was
the departure of the UK from the EU, now confirmed by the UK’s general election at the end of last
year. The other was the election of Ursula von der Leyen as European Commission President, (the
first time that the EU has had a female President in its history) . In addition, twelve women, along
with fifteen men, have been approved as new key members of the Commission. This means that
Der Leyen's team features the greatest gender equality of an EU Commision thus far.

The purpose of the “Global Leaders Program European Field Studies” is to give our
participants a chance to experience world developments and the status quo in several societies in
the EU. In this year’s edition of the project, what I expected from 11 participating students was for
them to learn about the EU through the themes that they chose to explore, and also to get to know
themselves and their own society better through the EU prism. I think that it is only by observing
the characteristics of our “common sense” and finding a compromise with other types of “common
sense” that we could build equal and constructive relationships in a global society.

The EU offers good material for thought in this regard, not only because it and Japan have
different historical and cultural backgrounds, but also because the countries of Europe are very
diverse (even if they might seem very similar to us) , and due to the fact that they continue to take
on the challenge of maintaining a union which bridges that diversity and creates a community
defined by what we might call heterogeneity.

To explore some of that European diversity, we selected the Netherlands, Belgium and France
for this year's overseas survey. It takes about 3.5 hours by high-speed train between Amsterdam and
Paris, which is almost the same as between Tokyo and Okayama. Although geographically close,
these three countries are actually quite different: France being one of the first Catholic powers to
be quickly centralized, the Netherlands building its own character and position through religious

tolerance, commerce and science, and Belgium which was established between Protestant Germany
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and Catholic France and later became the home of the EU.

For the current academic year, we built a program that tried to capture Europe from various
angles as much as possible and included joint discussion meetings at Utrecht University and the
University of Paris, corporate visits in Belgium and France (to Toyota Motor Europe, Mizuho Bank
Ltd., and Moét & Chandon) , cultural heritage visits to places like the Dom Tower in Utrecht, the
Grand Place in Brussels and the World Heritage and Islamic Temple in Paris, visits to provincial
cities like Utrecht and Leuven and big cities like Amsterdam, Brussels and Paris. Through all their
events and destinations, and especially their encounters with many people in Europe, our students

were able to get closer, in my opinion, to the essence of the EU’s motto — “United in Diversity”.

The joint discussion meetings at Utrecht University and the University of Paris were probably
what impressed our students the most. At Utrecht, for example, we were first of all surprised at the
casual atmosphere in the discussion room. There were two levels of bench seats on both sides of
the front screen, with colorful cushions lined up on them. In the back, self-service coffee, tea and
sweets were available. The idea is that free and open exchange of ideas can only take place in a
comfortable space. Indeed, the Utrecht University professor and students listened attentively to all
presentations and asked questions of vital importance. Occasionally, the lively discussion got quite
heated up among the students of Utrecht University, even if it meant leaving the actual presenter
behind in the conversation. Our students got a great deal of satisfaction from exchanging opinions
in English, but they also regretted the fact that they did not participate more. After the meeting,
we visited the university’s incubator “UtrechtInc”, which is among the best in the world. This is a
laboratory that organically links students, scientists and companies from various fields, and supports
startups and developing businesses just like growing plants. Unexpected encounters in the spacious
co-working area are an important key to creating entrepreneurship and new ideas one after another.
Our students seemed shocked that there were economics majors there just like them, learning in an

environment that upsets our image of a "university".

The 10 days of our overseas survey were also a gift of many people’s support. We would
especially like to thank Dr. Eric Stam and Dr. Friedmann Polzin from Utrecht University who
gladly accepted our proposal to hold a joint discussion meeting for the first time, Dr. Dirk
Czarnitzki and his assistant Wytse from KU Leuven for holding a welcome party for us, professors
Akiko Nakajima and Mai Isoyama at the University of Paris who undertook the difficult task of
coordinating our exchange class, even as the university examination scheduled for December was
delayed until January due to a strike in late 2019.

We also extend special thanks to graduates of our university based in Europe who welcomed

us during our company visits. Mr. Ryohei Ueda (Toyota Motor Europe) , who had also planned



a company visit in his school days, once again set up a very productive program. Mr. Ken Goto
(Mizuho Bank Ltd.) , the director of our Alumni association (Josuikai) in Paris, has been
supporting this project since last year. Junko Murakami (Moét & Chandon) kindly accepted our
visit for the first time in response to Mr. Goto's call. With their great cooperation, students were able
to witness the significance and attractiveness of working abroad up close.

Finally, I would sincerely like to thank Professor Milen Martchev who helped the students
improve their English skills by correcting their reports and attending the presentation rehearsal.
Also, I am deeply grateful to the Global Leaders Program’s staff at Hitotsubashi University — Ms.
Yoko Inukai and Ms. Michiko Hirai without whose support this sort of project could never have

been properly executed.
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Transportation policy in Europe

Daisuke Nakayoshi

These days in Japan, especially in the provincial city,
the quality of the public service has been decreasing and decreasing.
How do we deal with this problem?

We will look at cases from the EU and Japan.

1. Introduction

Hello, everyone. My name is Daisuke Nakayoshi. I’'m a second-grade student in Hitotsubashi
University and major in economics. Today, I will talk about the Transportation policy in Europe. I
selected this topic because I like the train very much since I was young and I have been interested in
another country’s transportation system. Moreover, these days in Japan, the population in the rural
area has been decreasing year by year. This population decrease has caused the loss of quality of
the public service like the transportation service in the provincial cities. This vicious circle will lead
to the city’s disappearance in the end. Because I want to solve such situation, I researched the good
example in EU and I considered the possibility of adopting good Europeans system to Japanese

provincial cities.

2. The transportation Policy in Freiburg

Actually, my choice in the EU as a good transportation model is Freiburg in Germany.
Freiburg is located southwest in Germany and there are about 230,000 people in Freiburg city.
The size of the city is about 153.1 km?. Freiburg is the famous as a Green City in the world and
have introduced various eco-friendly system in various fields like the transportation, energy, waste

management and so on.

LRT in Freiburg (Reference: www.eurotram.com/album/germany/freiburg/01_jp.html)



Especially in the transportation system, in 1969, Freiburg devised its first traffic management
plan and cycle path network to improve the mobility while reducing traffic and benefiting the
environment. This traffic management plan has had five main components. The first component is
increasing the LRT network. The second is promoting the use of bicycles. The third is introducing
the traffic calming policy. The fourth is reducing the use of car. The last one is creating new parking
lots in the suburb area.

I will pick up the first one and the third one. About the first one, increasing the LRT network,
means introducing the special LRT lane and special traffic light for LRT and it has improved the
quick-deliverability. Moreover, adopting the park and ride system or strengthening the connection
with the bus service included in this policy. In the first place, the LRT is an eco-friendlier vehicle
than the trams in these days. Here is the LRT and Bus network. The LRT network shown as red
line, green line, blue line and orange line comprises 30km and bus network shown as gray lines
comprises 280km. So, we can live in Freiburg without cars very comfortably thanks to such huge

LRT and bus network system.
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Route map (Reference: https://www.vag-freiburg.de/)

About the third one, introducing the traffic calm policy, please look at this map. Shown in
white on this map is a pedestrian zone. On streets shown in pink, the speed limit is 30km/h. On
some streets shown in blue, cars can travel no faster than walking speed. Actually, we hardly drive

a car in Freiburg city. So, people are forced to use a bicycle, the LRT or bus, or on their feet.



restrictions on motor car traffic

Restrictions on motor car traffic
(Reference: Regina Gregory “Germany-Freiburg-Green City” The EcoTipping Points Project,
Our Stories, 2011.)

Actually, 70% of the population lives within 500 meters of LRT stops and 95% of the
population can access to the bus stops or LRT stations within five minutes. Please look at this
graph. According to the survey, the percentage of car-users are decreasing year by year. People
change their minds, not instantly, but taking a long time, they start to use a bicycle or city tram little

by little.

3. Toyama City

I will choose Toyama city as a model in Japan because Toyama city introduced LRT quickly in
Japan. First of all, Toyama city is located in the middle of Japan and the city population is 400,000.
The area of the city is 1,242km?. The basic information about Toyama is the rate of car users is very
high, 70% and the public transportation is not fulfilling.

Actually, Toyama city has introduced LRT to Toyama Minato line. Toyama Minato Line
was managed by JR, which is the main railway company in Japan, until 2006. And this Toyama
Minato Line’s users had been decreased year by year. Also, the number of trains in a day had been
decreasing. This situation caused the loss of quality of service. To solve this situation, Toyama
city set out many policies. Firstly, they have increased the LRT stations. Secondly, all stations are

changed to be barrier-freed. Thirdly, bicycle lots are built nearby some LRT stations. Moreover, the



number of trains are increased. In a peak, the train comes to the station from every 30 minutes to 10
minutes. During off peak, the train comes from every 1 hour to 15 minutes. Total numbers increased

from 19 round trips until 2006 to 55 round trips per a day.

LRT in Toyama City
(Reference: EIUZ 1 b L — Ik E$t K — Lx— T http://www.t-Ir.co.jp/)

4, Suggestions
I will suggest two points from this survey. Firstly, there are so many provincial cities which

have street-cars in Japan. In my hometown, we also have street-cars from old days, but recently
people who use the street-car have been decreased. So, including my hometown, such cities should
change to use more eco-friendly transportation.

Secondly, like Toyama city, some JR lines that users have been decreased year by year should
change to LRT or some eco-friendly transportation.

That’s all for my presentation. Thank you for listening.
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Comparison of the Rocket Industry of the EU
with Japan and the US

Shungo Nishikawa

Space is a new frontier in the 21st century.
Like trains of the American frontier,
Rockets are infrastructure for space.

How do Japan and the EU provide them

for new sustainable development?

1. Intoroduction
Thank you all for coming. My name is Shungo Nishikawa. Today, I would like to talk to you
about rockets. I will compare the rocket industry in the EU with that of Japan and the United States.

2. Rockets

There are three types of rockets in the EU, the U.S. and Japan - Ariane5, Falcon9 and H-IIA.
They are the main rockets in each country or region. In this presentation, I will compare these
rockets from three points of view - cost, reliability and launch sites and pads, and I will show the

key points if Japan and the EU rockets industry can develop.

3. Purpose of Launch

First, I would like to introduce three main purposes of launching rockets. The first purpose
is science. Do you know the International Space Station (ISS)? Manned space exploration is a
main part of science. BepiColombo is a joint mission of Japan and the EU to the planet Mercury.
The second purpose is military. Military satellites collect information from space and are used for
military communication. The last purpose is commercial. Most commercial satellites are used for
communication. In addition, we use satellite TV. In order to increase the number of launches, orders
of commercial launch are important for the rocket industry. The number of science launches doesn’t
change because it is determined by the science budget of governments. Also, as military launches
are also decided by governments, they are not likely to increase rapidly. Orders from companies all

over the world are important.

4. Japanese Company Order Launch Service

Let’s move on to the current situation regarding Japanese commercial launches. Japanese

companies have 22 commercial satellites. Of the 22 satellites, 17 satellites were launched by



Arianespace. Arianespace is a rocket company in the EU. However, 0 satellites have been launched
in Japan, whereas Japan launches 2-5 times in a year. Although Japan has the H-IIA rocket,
Japanese companies do not launch from Japan and are likely to order a launch from the EU. In
order to solve this problem, I would like to focus on three key points of rockets - cost, reliability,

and launch sites and pads.

5. Cost

Let’s look at the cost of rockets. The total cost of rockets is strongly influenced by their size.
In general, we can compare them by using cost per kg. Looking at this table, H-ITA and Ariane
5 are almost the same. But Falcon 9’s ration is half of H-IIA’s and Ariane 5’s. From a financial

standpoint, Falcon 9 is vastly superior to the others.

Tiotal Cost | Capacity  Cosk per kg
(LSS Mil) (ka) {Uss)

Arane 4

178 21,000 8,476
(EL] ! ?
Falcon %
(L) &1.2 Z21, 800 584
H-1L%
{apan b a0 10, {080 9,000

(Sale Price Drives Potential Effects on DOD and Commercial Launch Providers, p.30)

6. Reliability

Next, I would like to talk about the reliability of rockets. Reliability consists of the probability
of success and the number of successes. It affects the price of insurance for rocket launches.
Companies buy insurance for their satellites when they order a launch. Moreover, if a launch fails
the customer must wait for a long time until the next time. It causes damage to customers. Let’s
look at this table. The reliability of H-ITA and Falcon 9 is almost the same, but the number of
launches of Ariane 5 is twice as much as H-IIA and Falcon 9. Moreover, Ariane 5 offers insurance

to the customer. If a launch fails, Arianespace will launch again for free.

| Humber | Success | Probabilieyi)
Arkane 5

mﬂf 110 96
Faloon 9

ws 95 53 9%

dmay 40 39 975

(The Annual Compendium of Commercial Space Transportation: 2018)




7. Launch site and pad.

Let’s move on to launch site and pads. Please look at this map. The EU does not launch their
rockets from Europe. The EU launches from French Guiana in South America. In general, launch
sites close to the equator are efficient for rocket launches because the lower the latitude the site is at,
the more centrifugal power rockets can get. So, it is efficient to launch from sites in low latitudes.
And, the number of launch pads affects the frequency of launches. Moreover, typhoons interrupt
launch. The frequency of typhoons depends on the site. The H-IIA site is the worst of the three

because it is at a higher latitude, has fewer launch pads and therefore gets the most typhoons.
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(The Annual Compendium of Commercial Space Transportation: 2018)

8. Conclusion

In conclusion, the advantage of Ariane 5 is its reliability and insurance provisions. So, they
have been able to get many orders from companies all over the world. On the other hand, the
advantage of Falcon 9 is its low cost. Falcon 9 is the newest rocket of the three. It doesn’t have
the reliability of Ariane 5, but the situation is expected to improve in a few years. H-IIA needs
lower costs and more launch pads in order to get some orders. A bigger number of launch pads, in
particular, leads the cost-cutting and reliability. Falcon 9 will win the world-wide rocket competition
if new versions of the other rockets cannot cut their costs. Japan and the EU are developing the new
version of rockets now. The Rocket industry in Japan and the EU depends on those new models.
And, the rockets are infrastructure for space. Each country must provide the infrastructure. The

development of space depends on the rockets. Thank you for your listening.
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A Comparison of the Agricultural Policies
in the EU (formerly known as the EEC) and Japan

Erika Okada

How should the decline in the agricultural population be solved
and what can be done to make agriculture more sustainable?

1 have used the EU, France and Japan as case studies.

1. Introduction
Hello, my name is Erika Okada and I am a second-year student studying Economics at
Hitotsubashi University. My presentation is about comparing the agricultural policies in the EU

(formerly known as the EEC), France, and Japan.

Firstly, I would like to start by talking about why I chose this topic. I studied about the decline
in agriculture in recent years in my geography class at high school, and also learned about the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) in Europe in my economics class, which developed my interest
in agriculture. Hence, I decided to compare these with the agricultural policies implemented in

Japan.

2. The Declining Agricultural Population in France

Figure 1
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The graph demonstrates the decline in the agricultural population in France, by showing
the share of the labour force working in agriculture between 1400 and 2000. In 1400 and 1500,
over 70% of the population worked in agriculture; however in 2000, the percentage fell to 5%.
Therefore, the number of people working in agriculture has fallen by 65% over the course of 500

years. The drop in the number of farmers has been caused by growth in the secondary and tertiary

sector.

3. Climate change

Figure 2
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Climate change is making farming increasingly challenging. The two maps show that the
climate zones are moving north. For example, areas that previously had a continental climate zone
between 1975 and 1995 transformed into a maritime north climate zone between 1996 and 2016.

Most of Germany used to be continental but now it is maritime north.

Figure 3
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This line graph shows the temperature difference relative to the period between 1971 and
2000, and proves that global annual temperatures are increasing. Notable increases can be seen after

the mid-1980s and temperatures are predicted to continue rising.

Another problem that climate change causes is soil degradation. Soil degradation is when
the soil quality declines, leading to a decreased amount of nutrients in the soil. It is a threat
to production and has become a serious issue particularly in arid climates, where agricultural

productivity has decreased.

4. The Common Agricultural Policy

Now, I will explain the history behind the establishment of the Common Agricultural Policy,
in what was called the European Economic Community at the time. It was created by the Treaty of
Rome in 1957 and 5 years later, in 1962, market unity was introduced. Market unity refers to when
the prices of the same product inside a single market are unified, through the removal of tariffs and
quotas which are collectively known as trade barriers. In 1962, the European Agriculture Guidance
and Guarantee Fund (EAGGF) was also formed. The role of the EAGGF was to manage the budget
and provide subsides for the CAP. In 1972, farmers got increased support. Farms with high yields
were supported in order to further increase their outputs, while farms that suffered due to their

geographical location were also given support.

Figure 4
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This graph represents a simple supply and demand curve, and it shows that when prices are

guaranteed at P1 due to government intervention, farmers will be able to sell their produce for at

least P1, and their revenue levels are higher than when there is no government intervention.



The aims of the CAP were to provide affordable prices for consumers as well as ensure income

for farmers, and to increase productivity so that yields can be maximised.
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This graph shows the CAP as a percentage of EU expenditure. In the 1980s, the CAP
accounted for around 70% of the expenditure, which clearly was a concern, however in 2018 this

fell to 38% by eliminating unnecessary production.

5. Farming methods

Farming conditions have become increasingly difficult as a result of climate change, but I will
now be moving on to talk about farming methods which should be implemented. Generally, organic
farming in the EU has risen in popularity. In 1997, 1.5% of the farmland in the EU was organic,
but in 2017, this increased to 7%. Organic farming increases the quality and water content of soil
therefore it will not contribute to soil degradation. Compared to conventional agriculture, it relies

less on fertilisers.

However, the issue with organic farming is that although 7% of EU farmland in 2017 was
organic, there are disparities in the amount of organic farmland among different countries in the EU.
For example, although Austria is outside the EU, 21% of their farmland is organic, in comparison to
the Netherlands, where only 2.9% of the farmland is organic. In France, the percentage of organic
farmland is 6%. These disparities occur because the subsides provided by the government towards

organic farming differ between countries within the EU.



Another method that may be useful to reduce soil degradation is crop rotation. Crop rotation
is when different types of crops are grown in succession on the same patch of land. The benefit of
rotating crops is that it prevents them from losing their nutrients and protects them from insects.
Leaving the land to recover without growing anything on them, otherwise known as leaving fields

fallow, is necessary in order to continue using the farmland for a long period of time.

6. Agriculture in France
France has many types of climate zones — the northern regions are famous for agriculture,

the central areas grow wheat and barley, livestock is prevalent in the west and wine is made on
the Mediterranean coast. 52% of their land is used for agriculture, making France extremely
internationally competitive. Even though a large number of countries rely on France for their
imports, French farmers are abandoning agriculture due to the low and unstable income. Top-
down solutions to combat this are cuts in taxes and increased subsides so that farmers have more
financial support. Farms can also use their produce as a means to increase their revenue through
manufacturing and selling food. Moreover, tourists can interact with various animals, including

feeding animals, milking cows and riding ponies by opening farm stays for them.

7. Agriculture in Japan
Conversely to France, farmland only consists of 20% of the total land in Japan. 60% of the

farmers are over 65 years old and in order to attract the younger generation to do agriculture, the
government has introduced financial support for people under 45, guaranteeing them with 1,500,000
yen, which equates to approximately €12,400. The aim for this support is to cover the start-up costs
for the new farmers, and if farmers need financial aid, they can take out a loan with no interest from

the Japan Finance Corporation.

Rice field art in Inakadate, Aomori

These pictures of “rice field art” illustrates a rice field which exists in Inakadate, Aomori

Prefecture, located in Northern Japan. When pointing one’s camera on their device towards



these special types of rice fields, the device reads it like a QR code, redirecting the visitor to a
website where the rice produced in the preceding field can be purchased. It is evident that this
implementation of technology has led to a multitude of benefits in comparison to 2008. The
number of visitors has increased threefold, sales volume has surged, and entrance fees have become
another revenue stream for farmers. Thus, technology can be another way to make agriculture more

attractive.

8. Conclusion
I hope you understood some of the main differences in European agriculture and agriculture in

Japan. Please feel free to ask any questions you have, and I would be happy to answer them.
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I received several questions after doing my presentation that I did not consider when creating
my presentation. I briefly mentioned the use of technology near the end of the presentation, by
talking about reading rice fields in Inakadate on your device like a QR code and getting redirected
to the page where you can buy the rice online. This brought up a question where I was asked about
the potential of IoT on farming and agriculture. My answer to this question was that rice field art
suggests that there is a large potential, however I did not step into the details of IoT in terms of

agriculture.

After my presentation, in order to prepare for my next presentation at Paris University, I did
some research about the use of IoT in farming. Through “smart farming,” productivity can be
enhanced by optimizing the use of fertilisers and monitoring the quality of the farmland in terms
of conditions such as temperature, light and soil moisture. Through the real-time data provided
by “smart farming,” land management decisions can be improved, and water usage can be better
managed — it has been said that 30% of the water consumption could be reduced. I have highlighted
the issues about the declining population in farmers in my presentation, and IoT is likely to make
farming easier, especially for those that newly enter the market as “smart farming” provides
detailed information about the farm, and IoT will definitely be a key factor in the transformation
of agriculture in the near future. However, there are downsides to this as well. Initial costs are
extremely high to implement “smart farming,” therefore it is highly unlikely that ordinary farmers
will be able to afford the technology. Because farming heavily relies on nature and weather
conditions, it may be difficult for the technology to correctly analyse and make the right decisions,
and there is a possibility that the soil may be damaged instead, especially because the technology is

still new.

Another question was about the self-sufficiency of Japanese agriculture. I answered this
question by saying Japan’s self-sufficiency rate for food is relatively low, and that they import

approximately two thirds of their food.

When exploring this in more detail, I found out that Japan produces 37% of their food on a
calorie supply basis and imports the rest, therefore it can be said that they have a heavy reliance on
imports. One key reason to this low self-sufficiency rate includes the limited amount of farmland.
Only 20% of all land in Japan is farmland, and compared to 1961, when there was the largest
amount of total farmland ever in Japan, the amount of farmland has shrunk by 25%. The reason
why the amount of abandoned farmland is increasing is primarily because of the ageing population
of farmers. 45% of abandoned farmland is because of this reason. Younger generations do not want

to become farmers as farming easily gets affected by weather and natural disasters. The government



has been lending the abandoned farmland to people that wish to begin farming, however abandoned
farmland is usually unpopular because of the difficult farming conditions, especially in mountainous
areas. Utilisation of abandoned cultivated land will result in an increase in production, making
Japan more self-sufficient. Subsidies to support farmers that struggle in these farms are likely to act

as an incentive however it may not be enough to attract farmers to use the abandoned land.

The minimum price has been implemented in order to keep the price that farmers receive
for their produce above the market equilibrium. I was asked a question where I was told that
by setting a minimum price, farmers could be likely to overproduce because there are policies
where governments buy the excess supply. I replied by highlighting the importance of setting the

minimum price because if this is removed, it may lead to farmers leaving the market.

After my presentation, I looked into the minimum price scheme in more detail. Here, setting
a quota for the amount of production is important or farmers will overproduce and issues with a
surplus in supply such as the butter mountains in the EU are likely to happen, making farmers in
Africa suffer as the excess supply gets sent to Africa, affecting their market prices. The EU went
through this problem because they have no barriers for trade, however quotas for production would
be suitable for agriculture in Japan. That said, Japan imports over 60% of their food, therefore
in order to protect farmers in Japan, the price of imports should be controlled so they are more
expensive compared to local produce by using taxes and tariffs, or local farmers may go out of
business. In 2015, the Japanese government decreased their self-sufficiency target from 50% to
45%, emphasising that it is unrealistic despite providing large amounts of subsides in order to

encourage farmers.

2. Presenting at Paris University

My presentation at Paris University



At Paris University, because the questions asked were thought of prior to my presentation, [
was asked to explain in more depth about which farming methods would be suitable for the future.
I emphasised that using farmland without damaging it is important, and that new methods such as

vertical farming may be more suitable for a country like Japan where farmland is limited.

Through the use of hydroponic and aeroponic growing methods, year-round crop production
can be achieved ensuring produce and income for farmers. The government has not been very
keen about vertical farming in Japan due to the cost of equipment and artificial sunlight, therefore
there have been no subsides provided. Ordinary farmers therefore face an extreme barrier to
vertical farming. In A-plus, located in Fukushima, 20,000 lettuces a day are produced. An upside of
vertical farming is that the supply of produce does not get affected by weather conditions or natural

disasters, providing stable income for farmers.

Another question was about the use of social media in order to attract new farmers to the
market. I was surprised by this question, because in Japanese society, I cannot imagine people being
persuaded to become a farmer through the use of social media. I explained that nothing like that is
going on at the moment, and that it is unlikely to influence the thoughts of Japanese people enough

to persuade somebody to become a farmer.

When researching about the use of media on farming, like the rice field art in Inakadate, the
use of social media to promote the produce and the farms itself is becoming increasingly popular.
In Hokkaido, the farm Yumeyasai successfully tripled their income through the use of social media.
Rather than using social media to directly persuade young people to become a farmer, through
social media pages used by farmers, the result could be an increased interest in farming by young

people.

3. Conclusion

I was asked about the reason to why farm succession is failing at both universities therefore
I felt that this should have been included in my presentation, since I highlighted that the ageing
population of farmers is a severe issue. I should have also considered possible questions and
prepared for them, which I did after my presentation at Utrecht University. When I did my
presentation for the second time at Paris University, | was told that I covered all the questions
that were thought of prior to my presentation therefore I think that the preparation I did after my

presentation at Utrecht University was effective.

When I did my research in order to prepare for this presentation, I used a good number of



both English and Japanese sources, however I used only a small number of books and many of my
sources were websites. The reason to why I used a large number of online materials was because
they had relatively new figures. Using more books may have been useful though, especially when

explaining about the history of the EEC and how agriculture has changed over time.



The History of ESG Investment and
What Japan Can Do to Increase It

Rise Komura

How should Japanese government increase its ESG investment in order to achieve SDGs and
realize sustainable city?

We will look at cases from the UK and Japan.

1. Introduction

Hello, everyone. Before I start, I want to ask you a question. Do you know what ESG
investment means? Basically, ESG stands for Environment, Social, and Governance factors and it is
an investment that seeks not only financial but also social returns. In 2018, assets managed using a
broad definition of the ESG approach reached $31trillions, about 30% more than two years before.
Please take a look at this chart. This shows the comparison of ESG investment in each country or
region between 2016 and 2018. In Japan, the total amount of ESG investment reached $2trillion,
which was 4.6 times as much as in 2016. However, the point is that the amount of ESG investment
in Japan is only one-sixth that of the United States and one-seventh that of Europe. Among
European countries, the UK, where social impact investment first started, has the greatest amount
of ESG investment. So today, I’'m going to focus on policies in the UK and how to increase ESG

investment in Japan.
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2. The History of the ESG Investment

First, let me briefly summarize the history of the ESG investment. It was started by British

Protestants during the seventeenth century. They believed that people should invest their money

with social responsibility. They brought the idea into the US at the beginning of the twentieth



century. At first, ESG investment was just about avoiding investing in companies related to
gambling, alcohol, and cigarettes. From the 1960s to the 1980s, ESG investment principles were
adopted by the civil rights movement, and were used against the Vietnam War or Apartheid. From
the 90s, more and more people began to care about the environment. In 2006, the United Nations
announced PRI, or Principles for Responsible Investment, which asked worldwide institutional
investors to sign them and start taking ESG into account. The initiative was quite successful in
convincing many people that the ESG approach does not contradict what institutional investors
are supposed to do, which is to maximize profits for their beneficiaries. PRI says that an ESG
approach actually has positive effects on investments. PRI thus drastically increased the number of
institutional investors that considered ESG. Also, the great recession in 2008 made lots of people
regret the fact that institutional investors had stuck to short-term profit, which also gave a massive
boost to the popularity of the ESG investment. In addition, in 2015, the United Nations provided its
Sustainable Development Goals. This accelerated the ESG movement and now more than 30% of

investment is ESG-related in one way or another.

3. The ESG Investment in Japan

Okay, so let’s move on to the next part. In Japan, the majority used to be against ESG
investment because of a couple of major events. The worst event was that in 2007, the Social
Insurance Agency, which manages pensions, was found to have lost around 50 million pension
records due to sloppy data handling. This had such a big impact that the Liberal Democratic Party
had to leave office for the first time in 13 years. It also had a disastrous impact on the image of
pension funds, which was why they could not take novel actions like ESG investment. However, in
2012, the Abe administration started to try and make Japanese companies consider ESG because he
wanted foreign investors to invest in Japanese companies. Foreign investors, in general, care a lot
about corporate governance. Prime Minister Abe introduced two codes, the Stewardship Code and
the Corporate Governance Code, both of which imitate similar sets of principles in the UK. They
try to make sure that institutional investors have very important roles and responsibilities in society.
These codes finally changed the way GPIF invests in 2017. GPIF stands for Government Pension
Investment Fund and is the biggest investor in the world. Even though Japan had almost no ESG

investment until 2014, it is now the third largest ESG investor thanks to GPIF.

4. What the Japanese Government Can Learn from the UK.

However, as I already mentioned, Japan still has a lot of room for improvement considering its

GDP. In Japan, ESG investment shares only 20% of total investment compared to 50% in Europe.



Eurosif “European SRI Study 2018”

So, what can the Japanese government do to increase ESG investment? In order to get some
hints, let’s look at the UK. The total amount of ESG investment in the UK is actually three times
as much as that of Japan, which is incredible because Japan’s GDP is almost twice as big as UK’s.
Why is it that the UK has such a large proportion of ESG investment? I think there are two reasons
for this. The first is education. The idea that people invest with social responsibility is deeply rooted
because of religious and historical factors in the UK. I guess that this is reflected in education. In the
UK, junior high school students have to learn how to invest at school, which actually most Japanese
college students have no idea about. Under the status quo, I asked a question about ESG investment
to 30 students at my college which provides education mainly in law, sociology, economics, and

commerce. Sadly, it turned out that only 3 people knew what it meant.

Do you know what ESG
investment means?

mNO mYES
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I suggest that the Japanese government change the compulsory education law to include
guidelines on how to invest and why ESG investment can lead to social and financial returns.
The second reason is that the UK government economically incentivized each sector to increase
ESG investment. For example, the Ministry of the Environment built a fund that lends money to
companies which contribute to society. Also, it gives tax breaks to investors who fund companies
in the countryside. For these reasons, the UK has lots of ESG investment. On the other hand, the
Japanese government has tried to increase ESG investment simply by announcing two “Codes”,
which I don’t think is enough. I believe it's going to work if the government lends money to

companies which work for ESG or gives tax cuts to investors that contribute to ESG.

5. Conclusion
In conclusion, Japan has made rapid progress in ESG investment but I strongly believe it
could do it better. The examples from the UK suggest that changes in education or economic

incentivization will work well for increasing ESG investment.
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Initiatives for the Fourth Industrial Revolution
in Japan and Germany

Ryo Takizawa

For reviving their manufacturing industries,
what should developed countries do?

What do Japan and Germany have as strengths?

1. Introduction

Hi, my name is Ryo Takizawa. I’m a Hitotsubashi University student and major in Economics.
I’m especially interested in Industrial Location Theory. These days, many factories are located
in developing countries, such as Southeast Asia, Mexico, and South Africa. I researched the
probabilities of reviving manufacturing industries in developed countries, and the “Fourth Industrial
Revolution” has been given as one solution.

First, I’ll explain about what the Fourth Industrial Revolution is and its merit. After that,
I’1l talk about initiatives and strengths that have been undertaken in Japan and Germany. In this
presentation, I’ll focus on Japan and Germany. These two countries have much in common. Both
countries have sophisticated technologies. There are many hard-working workers in both. And it’s
sad that these two countries’ economies are not growing so much at the moment.

Finally, I’ll focus on Japan. I’1l talk about what Japan should do to prepare itself for the Fourth

Industrial Revolution.

2. What is The Fourth Industrial Revolution?

First of all, I have to mention that the Fourth Industrial Revolution hasn’t been realized yet.

The Japan government says that it will occur in almost twenty or thirty years.

The goal of the Fourth Industrial Revolution is the realization of “smart factory”. “Smart
factory” requires only minimal labor by humans who supervise computers. Industrial robots replace
manpower as much as possible. By cutting labor cost, smart factory can reactivate developed
countries’ manufacturing industries.

Smart factory will be built taking advantage of Cyber Physical System, CPS. CPS is a
combination of some cutting-edge technologies, and in particular the Internet of Things (IoT), Al
(Artificial Intelligence), cloud systems, Big Data analyzation and industrial robot. Some developed
countries are developing these cutting-edge technologies.

CPS has three steps, collecting real data, analyzing these data, and operating industrial robots.

First, sensors in industrial robots collect various kinds of data from the real world and accumulate



them into the cyber world. Second, in the cyber world, Al systems analyze this collection of big

data and produce formulas. Third, Al systems manipulate industrial robots according to the formula.

|

Al
collecting infermation
Physical warld Cyber weorld
" ’ F

analyzing information,
producing formulas

g

.

- |
manipubating industrial robots

The main point of CPS is that it is a combination of the physical world and the cyber world.
This combination is the reason why using CPS can be called a revolution.

Now, let’s move on to actual efforts that have been made in Germany.

3. The initiatives of Germany
In 2011, the Fourth Industrial Revolution was presented by the German government for

the first time in the world. In thier presentation, the German government released a project,
“industry 4.0”. Industry4.0 is an organization to achieve the Fourth Industrial Revolution. Many
companies in Germany participated in industry4.0, such as BMW, Mercedes, SAP and so on.
Germany has two main strengths. First strength is its vision of a Fourth Industrial Revolution.
Because Germany showed it for the first time in the world, Germany leads the world to the Fourth
Industrial Revolution now. Germany’s second strength is international standardization. Industry4.0
already tried to take an initiative about international standards related to IoT network technology.
Industry4.0 participates started to cooperate with IoT promotion organizations in the United States.
The US has the most developed IT technologies in the world. Thus, this kind of collaboration is
Germany’s second strength.

Next, let’s move on to Japan’s efforts and strengths.

4. The initiatives of Japan

In 2016, the Japanese government released “Society 5.0”. Society 5.0 is a human-centered
society that balances economic advancement with the resolution of social problems by a system that

highly integrates the cyber and physical worlds. To sum up, in Society 5.0, people start to use CPS



systems in daily life. In order to realize society 5.0, the Japanese government announced “Connected
Industries” in 2017. Connected Industries is a new concept framework in which industries will
create new types of added value and solutions to various problems. The Japanease government
started giving subsidy to companies.

Connected Industries focuses on Japanese strengths. First, Japan has sophisticated technology.
Japan has a lot of high technology data because of the industrial prosperity, it achieved before
developing countries’ industries started growing rapidly. Second, Japan has the best industrial

robot technology in the world. For example, Yaskawa Electric Corp has the biggest share of such

technology in the world.

¥ YASKAWA

5. For the Fourth Industrial Revolution

I have briefly explained what the Fourth Industrial Revolution is and the initiatives that Japan
and Germany have undertaken in preparation for it. Finally, I’d like to argue that Japan should pay
attention to two points regarding the Fourth Industrial Revolution.

First, Japan should take advantage of its strengths — high technology data in the physical
world. High technology data in the physical world is an essential part of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution. These superior know-hows will be absorbed by deep learning technology. In addition
to superior know-hows, Japan has the best industrial robot technology. To sum up, Japan has the
initiatives in the physical world. Japan should place superior know-hows and industrial robot
technology as the core achievement of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. The Japanese government
should encourage different Japanese businesses to collaborate with each other because know-hows
and robot technologies sometimes exists in small factories or small companies.

Second, in addition to domestic collaboration, Japan should collaborate with foreign countries,
such as Germany. Germany has strengths in the areas of international standards and as the global
leader when it comes to getting ready for the Fourth Industrial Revolution. Germany namely has
the initiatives in the cyber world. Thus, if Japan and Germany start to collaborate in earnest, this

revolution will come about earlier.



6. Conclusion
In conclusion, the Fourth Industrial Revolution is needed to reactivate manufacturing industry
in Japan. Japan should take advantage of its strengths, i.e. real data and robot technology, and

cooperate with other countries, such as Germany.

Japan's strengths Germany's strengths

« Real data = The leading country

« Industrial robots * International standardization |
Pheysbeal waikd : Loybaer werld :

Accomplishment of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution
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Renewable Energy Policy in Germany,
Comparing with Japan

Asahi Kurita

I am going to research what the differences between Germany and Japan are in
terms of renewable energy. Japan has little fossil fuels in its land, so renewable
energy, which Japan can generate on its own, is important to solve energy

problems. Then, what can we do to spread renewable energy?

1. Intrduction

Hello, everyone. I am Asahi Kurita. I'm in the faculty of social sciences at my University. I'm
glad to see you today to discuss this. And thank you for coming here to listen to our presentation.
My presentation topic is renewable energy. So today, I am going to talk about renewable energy
policies in Germany, comparing with those of Japan.

I think Germany is one of the most successful countries in terms of environmental problems in
the EU. For example, the German government has clearly decided to stop using Nuclear Plants as
an electrical source and aim to make its percentage 0% in the future, although they had used nuclear
power like Japan until a while ago. In addition, they are focusing on generation of energy made by
renewable energy and are currently successful to introduce it.

On the contrary, Japan now seriously depends on fossil fuel and thermal generation, but
Japan doesn’t have fossil fuels in its land at all. If some serious troubles concerning energy happen
overseas, Japan cannot provide enough power generation by itself. Also, thermal-power generation
has a bad impact on the environment such as emitting greenhouse gas. Thus, I guess Japan should
process a change in its energy component as soon as possible. So, I suggest Japan follows Germany
to spread renewable energy as their model.

Therefore, I think it is meaningful for Japan to compare their differences in detail.

2. Spread status of renewable energy in advanced countries

First, please take a look at this chart. This chart shows the spreading status of renewable
energy in developed countries. According to this picture, Germany is the most advanced country
in renewable energy out of the major European countries (excluding hydropower). The reason why
I excluded hydropower from renewable energy is because it has a bad impact on the environment,
and it is almost impossible for Japan to develop new hydropower plants because of the shortage of

suitable rivers for dams. Therefore, I think it is not proper to include hydropower.
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3. Renewable energy policies in Germany

OK, let's move on to the next slide. This shows the ratio of renewable energy for total power
generation. Renewable energy accounts for 40.4% in Germany, and it accounts for 17.4% in Japan
in 2018. Japan lags double score with Germany. So, here is a question. Why is the difference
between Japan and Germany so large?

To find an answer, let's move to the next slide. This chart shows power compositions of
Germany. As you can see, renewable energy accounts for the biggest part of Germany. Why does
Germany succeed in spreading renewable energy like this? In Germany, an important system to
spread renewable energy has been introduced a while ago: it is called the FIT system. Then what is
the FIT system? Let me explain it. The FIT system means Fixed-Price Purchase System. It is a law
which forces the power companies to buy power generated by renewable energy at a certain price.

1
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This slide shows a series of Laws on the renewable energy in Germany. At first, in 1991,
Law on Feed-in of Electric Power from Renewable Energy into Power Grid was enacted. The FIT
system was first established in Germany by this law. However it lacks attraction because it didn’t
have that many new points.

Later, in April 2000, Law on Renewable Energy was enacted. By this law, renewable energy

was spreading increasingly than before.

A Series of the Laws on Renewable
Energy in Germany

and was enacted,

arted FIT :';:,'s{c:nzn in Germany

4. Renewable energy policies in Japan

On the other hand, this shows Japanese power composition in 2018. Coal and oil account for
the biggest part by 77.9%. You can see Japan completely depends on fossil fuel. A while ago, Japan
depended on nuclear power by 20-25%, so coal and oil were not so much of a big figure like this

chart until 2011.
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In 2011, as you may know, a big nuclear accident happened in Fukushima, a Japanese
prefecture, because of a big earthquake and Tsunami. This accident made Japanese people’s attitude
to renewable energy negative, and almost all nuclear plants stopped their operation. So instead
of nuclear power, Japan has imported fossil fuels and depended on thermal power since then.
However, this costs Japanese power companies a lot of money.

Then, please look at this picture. This picture shows changes in energy composition. In 2012,
the FIT system was introduced in Japan. Since then, the proportion of renewable energy has risen
dramatically. The Japanese FIT system seems to be successful, but it has several problems. Only the
amount of solar power generation has risen, but other energy has not risen so much. For example,
geothermal power is a good option for Japan, but it doesn’t spread. Now, Japan is facing difficult

problems to deal with a wider spread of renewable energy.

Changes in Japan's Energy Compaosition
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So, this is the current situation of renewable energy in Japan. First, the proportion of renewable
energy is 17.4%. Then, the proportion of hydropower is the highest of that at 7.8%. The next is

solar power at 6.5%, and is followed by geothermal power, and wind power.

The Current Situation regarding
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The naxd is solar
Tha praporion o - power &t & and s

renewable ¢ ' i, i | by
in Japan is 17,




This graph shows changes in Japan’s energy composition, compared with past data. According
to documents of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, the Japanese government aims to
raise the ratio of renewable energy to 22-24% by 2030. It seems like they are raising their ratio
gradually at a glance. This is, however, not enthusiastic goal compared to other advanced countries.

For example, the German government says that they are going to raise its ratio to 80% in 2050!!

5. The current power situation in Japan
Let’s move on to the next topic. I want to talk about the current situation in Japan regarding

power distribution. Until recently, almost all power generation and distribution were completely
monopolized by 10 major power companies. However, a new law to allow new small companies to
enter the power market and retail power to consumers was enacted in 2015. Because of this reform,
Japan’s power situation of being monopolized by major power companies has been changing step

by step, but we need more improvement to make a success.
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Also, Japan has big problems concerning nuclear plants. The Japanese government says that
they are going to use nuclear power as an important power source in the future regardless of they
cannot find a suitable disposal site yet. Moreover, many Japanese nuclear plants are so old that they

need to be repaired, but this problem has been ignored.
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6. Conclusion

Finally, I want to summarize my opinion. First, I believe the Japanese government should
increase subsidy for renewable energy. They invest much less money than Germany, so they should
invest more budgets in them.

Second, we should break conventional system established by major power companies such
as Tokyo Power Company and so on. Almost all Japanese power are currently transmitted and
distributed by them. We should support emerging small power companies using renewable energy.
In order to promote this suggestion, the Japanese government should make a better environment.
For instance, local governments adopt a policy that requires company to use renewable energy at a

certain percentage. I believe this promotes spreading renewable energy in Japan even more.

Conclusion
1 The Japanese government should
increase their subsidy for renewable energy

2 Breaking the conventional system
established by major power companies

That’s all. Thank you for listening. If you have any questions, ask me anything.
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Question 1;

Answer;

Question 2;

Answer;

I cannot understand why the Japanese government wants to make or use nuclear plants
as electrical sources. So, what is the advantage of using nuclear plants for Japan?
I think the Japanese government wants to use them because it costs less money to creat

new nuclear plants and conservative major power companies disagree with that.

Do you think is it possible for Japanese new power companies to make nuclear power
plants?

It depends on the situation, but it can. However, it is difficult to make nuclear plants
because Japanese people are strictly against nuclear power because of the nuclear

accident in 2011.

(2231 K& T

Question 1;

Answer;

Question 2;

Answer;

Question 3;

Answer;

Why did you want to research Germany?
Because I thought Germany is the most successful country to spread renewable energy

in terms of the ratio of that energy.

How many nuclear plants does Japan have now? And why will the Japanese
government continue to use them in the future?

Before an accident in Fukushima, they had over 40 nuclear plants, but after the
accident, we have a few plants operating now. And for the second question, I guess it is
economical in a sense for Japan to generate energy by nuclear plants because they cost
less than renewable energy, and many Japanese major power companies do not want to

withdraw nuclear power.

What does the young generation in Japan think about nuclear power and renewable
energy?

And do they already have information like things you gave in your presentation?

In my opinion, many young Japanese do not agree with continuing its use of nuclear
power because it can cause a terrible accident like Fukushima, but maybe older people
tend to agree to use nuclear power, for they are conservative. Unfortunately, the
Japanese government is unwilling to publish information concerning nuclear power, so

maybe a certain number of people do not know about this.
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Students and staff of Hitotsubashi University
visit U.S.E.

In the context of a long-standing
collaboration between the Utrecht
University School of Economics and
the Faculty of Economics of
Hitotsubashi University [4 (Tokyo,
Japan), a delegation of Japanese
students and lecturers visited U.S.E.

on Friday 24 January. The students
presented research projects to students and staff of the Entrepreneurial
Ecosystems course, hosted by Erik Stam and Friedemann Polzin at Utrechtinc [4,
where they also had a short tour introducing them to this Utrecht based

incubator for startups.

FROM ROCKET SCIENCE INDUSTRY TO RENEWABLE ENERGY POLICY

The eleven students of Hitotsubashi University, mostly in their second Bachelor’s
year, presented their current research projects. Students and staff from the
Entrepreneurial Ecosystems course gave them feedback on their presentations. The
subjects were ranging far beyond entrepreneurship, from ‘A comparison of the
Agricultural Policies in the EEC and Japan’, to ‘Comparison of the Rocket Science
Industry of the EU with Japan and the US’ and ‘International Labour Mobility and
Immigration in France and Japan’ to ‘Renewable Energy Policies in Germany — a

comparison with Japan’ and much more.

DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES

It was an interesting day of presentations, discussion and insights in current issues
and development in Japan en Europe. For the students from Hitotsubashi University
this day offered the opportunity to get a rather different, international perspective on
their research subjects. The tour of UtrechtInc also introduced them to a new, different

and inspiring way of thinking about entrepreneurship.

After this day at Utrecht University the group of students and staff of Hitotsubashi

University travelled on to visit universities in Belgium and France.
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Why Do Cities Choose “Art” for Regional Activation?

Yukiha Oka

Why do cities choose “Art” for solving their regional problems?

We will look at cases from Spain and Japan.

1. Introduction

Hello, my name is Yukiha and I am a senior student studying law at Hitotsubashi University.
In my presentation, I'd like to talk about “regional activation through art”. Two years ago, I visited
a city as a tourist and was surprised to see that there were many art productions on every corner,
while no historical connection with art was to be found. It turned out that all art products were part
of an activation measure, which had only started 5 years ago. In fact, many local governments are
trying to energize their cities through art worldwide. However, why have they chosen “art”, of all
things, for regional activation?

Let’s think of possible reasons together throughout this presentation.

2. The concept of “regional activation”

Before going into “the regional activation through art”, we need to clarify the concept of
“regional activation”. It is the creation of an autonomous, sustainable and attractive society
by utilizing the characteristics of each region. Cities in developed countries often face various
problems such as employment issues, environmental issues, declining birthrates, aging and so on.
Recently, most of them have either utilized existing cultural assets for regional activation or have
become tourist destinations, like Paris for example. On the other hand, many organizations have
started to rethink ways of creating sustainable cities, and it is said that utilizing the arts might be a
relatively new and effective way to do that.

To elaborate on this, I'm going to show two examples, Bilbao in Spain and Niigata in Japan.
I chose these cities for three reasons. First, the measures for regional activation in both cities were
taken by their governments. Second, the results in both cities are highly regarded internationally.

Finally, these two cities differ greatly in their size and adopted strategies.

3. Bilbao in Spain
Bilbao, located in the north of Spain is the fifth largest Spanish city with a population of

340,000 and an area of 40 square kilometers. Bilbao had flourished as an industrial city until the
1970s, but since the 1980s its industries have declined due to competition from Asia, while the

city has also suffered from environmental and employment issues as a negative legacy of its past



industrialization. To solve these problems, the governing state proposed a “Bilbao Metropolitan
Revitalization Strategy Plan”, including urban remodeling of infrastructure — for example,
harbor and main street maintenance. As part of this policy, the government also built the Bilbao
Guggenheim Museum. Here is the annual number of visitors to the museum and the economic
effect on the area. It was named the “Bilbao effect” by people who were surprised by the impact. It

amounted to 400,000 euros in 2016, and is increasing year by year.

(Source of photo: https://www.guggenheim-bilbao.eus/)
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4. Niigata in Japan
Next, I will introduce another type of regional activation through art, this time in Japan.

Echigo-Tsumari in Niigata prefecture is a city with a population of 74,000 and located 300
kilometers away from Tokyo, the capital of Japan. Echigo has been suffering from a declining
birthrate and population aging.

The Echigo “Daichi art festival” first started in 2000 and is held every three years. The most
distinguished characteristic of this festival is its exhibition style. The artists can do their art using
the whole city. For example, they make their artwork in closed elementary schools or tunnels that
are no longer in use, or make use of natural features like rice terraces. Also, there are official festival
supporters called “kohebitai”. They are mainly young volunteers from all over the country who not
only help the festival management but also contribute to alleviating the aging problem.

As we have seen, both Bilbao and Echigo have tried to solve their problems by using art,
whether through building museums or organizing art festivals. According to surveys, most citizens

of both cities do appreciate the ensuing economic effect.

(Source : the Annual Report of the Daichi Art Festival 2018)

5. Analyses
Here is a table comparing the two cities from a cost efficiency perspective.

According to a report, the total annual expenditure of Bilbao was 30 million euros, and the
economic effect was 330 million euros. In other words, the cost efficiency has been about 10 times.
The total expenditure for holding an art festival in Echigo-Tsumari was 1.8 million euros, while
the economic effect was 17.61 million euros. So, the cost efficiency there was about 9.64 times.
This strongly suggests that there is no significant difference in cost efficiency between museum

management and art festival management. Since the triennial art festival is as cost-effective as



the art museum, we may say that depending on the size of the city, the exhibition format and the

framework can and should be carefully customized.

City The Annual The economic impact  the cost efficiency

Expenditure

Bibas 30 million 330 million 10 times
{Bdire) {Bura)

Echige 1,8 milion 1761 rillian 4,64 times
(Bura) (Buro)

(Source : Annual Report of Bilbao 2018 and Annual Report of Daichi Art Festival 2018)

6. Conclusion

Why do cities choose to do regional activation through art?

If a city has not had a tradition of art culture, I think it can start to appeal to people from a
brand-new perspective. If a city had been culture-oriented for a long time, new art culture and
artists might be considered a threat. So, how should governments work on the sustainable regional
regeneration through art in the future? First, governments should try to change the style of their
exhibitions depending on the size and population of the city. Second, they should involve their
citizens in implementing art policies, as in the case of “kohebitai” in Niigata. It is always important
to establish a system that can narrow the gap between governments and citizens and make

reconstructing the city by everyone a reality.

References

« BT [EU O b - BREGHIE S 2 7 A F 70 o7 1 | 235, 200347

- BRI [AJe22[H] 2 A F I B3 —RIMNHR AR 0 ] UK A 2. 2003
4o

CHEAMT [7— b Ta Yoy b E AT B4 A] MR AR KRR, 2014 4F,

- Al A ARHESE - OKINRRHE TRIEHR T & 4] KRt 200945,

C MEARF [WIROT) &7 — b AV F— | EBEG . 19974,

< SRHE [RIEETT O OBUIRH—NE RV A AZETHEH O D] FEMR
L 20094,

- S [BUR T — b o Ao AP JESCHE#T &, 20024,

- KRIOZEME TEFEA T — MY = F— 12015 ildkdE] BURAE =, 20154,

- R D ZEA % & it 3 2000
http://www.city.tokamachi.lg.jp/ikkrwebBrowse/material/files/group/4/000013094.pdf (20204 1
H1THT 7 & A),

- TR OSSR A E 2018



http://www.city.tokamachi.lg.jp/ikkrwebBrowse/material/files/group/4/soukatsuhoukokusyo2018
honpen190507.pdf (202041 H17HT 7€ A),

- “Bilbao Guggenheim Museum Annual Report 20167, http://www.guggenheim-bilbao-corp.eus/
wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Annual-Report-2016.pdff (20204£1 H17H 7 7 £ &),

- “Bilbao Guggenheim Museum Economic Financial Report 20177, http://www.guggenheim-
bilbao-corp.eus/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/CUENTAS-FUNDACION-EN-2017.pdf (20204 1
HI1THT 7 & A),

- “Bilbao Guggenheim Museum Annual Report 2018, http://www.guggenheim-bilbao-corp.eus/
wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Annual-Report-2018.pdf (20204E1 H17HT7 7 & A ),

BWEER

ARIEROHBIEZ, AL Y EHARIIBITS 7 — M2 LS EEORFICE L <.
ZO7aY 2y POREERRLHNEICOWTHN L, [SULEIRIZZ LT A, #IsiRE
R LT HAEZNLHRELTT— F2EHT 28] ZHONICTE2DDTH 5,
SRRRE LT BB TSI L7z LFHli SN TV 22005, AL YO INF
2B [CNINF - F o7 g ZEME] & HROBBIER CTHES LTS [ Kibo
Mgk ] 2 WY FUF %o EOL A BRI - JERE, BILFEA 13D TRl bR A H oM )
BN ) BEZ ZNENILZ T X CTUTEDR I NS OFEZ RIS 572012, 7 —
M X 2 HFAEICH DA ZZE V) B2 blIHE LTI O N5, HIDIZR 7
MLy SBRE L XD EHEHEOR Y #AZ T BH~DEE LTI .

[ZhLEBMKE]

I Lk PRETER (TBRITROSMAZ RS Z & TRAOTMREMZ D CLEFH 5] &
VW) ERRICH L THTEZ20) T L REHRBEOB XTI onTEIEZ 9] L v
A 7ze AT Uy FAEHIBEE AL 2 SR B Bk & L C ot Hl & 5 RETHLER L TR
WKHEELTBY), TOFERTBRETROMMICE o TRETHL ENE L LaL,
ZORERIATHTH o7z F 2 5D, KM F 2 IENPOIZOWTOMME T4 12H -
T dolzlzd,. —Kimb LTOREE Lo T LESIERXRERE LTEITFON S,
BAEFERZBNC, RREMISH LTI BE T REDPEZRET 5, KibOZEMH4S % NPO
DYy 6308 LT 2 R E IR FNG B AR A I @O L R— McX 5 &,
HIEFFAE T A AT BIT 2 NPODEENZ. BT 5 FARD—EBO T R LAT BRI KA 5
LIEENPOOPAE T LI L L. AR E~OUAFE pH S, FELLTHY TS
CEThbo TDODITBBEIER RINHEAE L, ChE TIZEMRIEb s 2 AMO%
Bohnwz) 707 oy @4, HidfERAOFHH ORI ML ET>Twb, Th
SOMEEA 5. RO E & AT & MgfE R % 88 CHZe AR LIEEZZ 1 T <.



TEA B SRS QM. L7z, 20y ZWEEE A 0V 2i6h L TEE§ 2 85E% b fii
ATCVWHEEZLN L,

[/¢UK=]

) REETIE, HRFEARIOAGER 60 NI LT, 2RO T LYy T—3 3 V& To72,
PHTOTVLEY TF—2 a3 VI L, HAFETOHERM, EFETOREL VW) ZF A VIEo
727280, BEICHERISZICWGE - HARGE - 7 9 v Z§EE W4 CREBLEZ X - 72, H
SR TI, (D2l e o TEM LM vy BR [7— bDSNCHER T A% 3
THHBEELTHREBITONLD] LS, b—"7 Y R¥EL D LA ZENZET 5
BRIAS S NIz 28 B DEFREDN S D 5722 L b H Y ZMITH T 5K RO H AN
IDLFEVE KL BEHMOARETHOIAI 2= r—2 a3 v 4 4 TlR, BHVWO
EOZ ERBPADOHELITEICOVT, RiChoTWnD I EZMWAVEINAZ) Lz H

EEFET DX oMTE LTHARIL - fZHANOBLE BT 5 A0 % <. HARDAE
AR CHEGEZBIRT DBEOMBHE R LB 2 LBV, HADT = X 2B W T HAE
EHRIZEVIAEED L, IVF Y —OEBORESEEEMS Z LB TETE LY
720

[&F%®EL ]

SHFTBGOMENFEED T —~< L LT, oY oEMELTT— bHVONL Y
WEEAT, AAPSHRDT 4 X v =M TEH 720, O DIZOWTERZ TA
rnwkEzZ, 3—av 3o ) L HROEIL DIZOVWTHIEEL - 77— b oD
BRI ) ZEE 21T o720

SR ZODKFETT LYY T =2 a vEITO, KL N 2H b,

—DRHSDOTVE YT =Y a VREIIOKE TH 2. FHICERZ 2 Tdwizb oo,
AFICHRDHEFRLTCLIW, FANFEZENRTLE) 2L, EREZ U ERZE
BOREET>TLEST, MEFORRE AL LT, HHEAHZEMTHZ LD TE
72l FEAETTLE Y T—2a v IRV IV TEIREDLEWEEFHEANICESLZ
EIARZEH DD L S EREZTRISHEN L2,

L) —DIREREFSTHLRALTLEYF—Ya vy &M, LI Thb, 5
FFAIZEU & HRDRIKE W) XY ) O T, BHOOBIKRO F FI2T7 -~ kD& T-72, L
MLy BHOZEDHNY 722 ERERDH H 2 LIidIh, L) T erdbo s ARITH
RTPOLT—VRAEIHEREZ 572 LK U7z HRBEA RO ESHEFThUL H
AKOZ LR FADOFETHETIMEL KMo 2P FORELIE T LB ), F/2FL
TRHETH, —Ble LTZOETHALREMNEOO 2T EORRRIE TRT 52
LT, BRI LR TOL )T ENTERERBIHENY 2 7T Y FOMBIZT L
Yo7 —2ar350TIERL, BRe2EONDTERIMFICELATELZATLEY



T—varvETLEEV) L o LERLTIEARE o7z 9, HilZdk
ZFTRWTRwoZl %2 b o TE L,

I bl E PRZORGRRICT

i
CI]



Future prospects for the Public Healthcare Insurance

Haruki Misu

How should the Japanese government reform the public insurance to reduce the cost and
achieve the fiscal consolidation?

We will consider this serious problem by comparing the Japanese and the French system.

1. Introduction

Hello. My name is Haruki and I am a second year student studying Economics at Hitotsubashi
University. The topic of my presentation is the future prospects for the public healthcare insurance
of Japan.

First, let me explain why I chose to talk about this. In the last semester, I took a class about
German and Dutch insurance. These countries are famous for their drastic reforms. On the other
hand, in my country, Japan, while public insurance is facing a possible collapse, an effective plan of
reforming public insurance has not yet been launched. Therefore, I decided to consider what kind
of changes might be needed in our system by comparing it to the French system. France was chosen
because its public insurance system also has problems which are similar to Japan’s, while at the

same time some drastic reforming policies have been carried out.

2. The Japanese system

2-1 of the system
So, I will start talking about the Japanese system. In Japan, all people can get public insurance
regardless of their income. There are various kinds of insurers and workers’ employers decide
which insurer they want to work with. In addition, if someone’s age is over 65, that person has
to join a special system. Ordinary people have to pay 30% of their medical treatment when using
the insurance, but the elderly only pay 10 or 20%. And the particular thing is that the premium is

supplied to hospitals directly from the insurers.

2-2 The reform that has already been planned
Next, let’s take a look at the reforms which have already been planned. In the 1980s, the
government started to realize the problems of the existing system and began thinking about
reforming it. However, as the economic situation got better and the problems were not that serious
at that time, little was actually done. However, from 1990s, since the Japanese economy took a
downturn and the number of the elderly started to increase, they had to increase the social security

tax. But, as the ruling Liberal Democratic Party didn’t have enough power in the Diet, they gave



up attempting to carry out the policy. Then, in 2000, Prime Minister Koizumi determined the
fundamental principle of reforming public insurance. Since he had enough power in parliament,
he started increasing social security expenses and excluding some diseases from the insurance
coverage. And in 2006, each prefecture started making their own plans for decreasing the premium
in the area. But from 2008 and 2012, the reform was stopped because of the financial crisis and
changing the ruling party. After 2012, the ruling party changed and parliament restarted the reform.

Additionally, the parliament also increased the consumption tax twofold.

2-3 Problems
Finally, let me outline the main problems of the Japanese system. The first one is the lack
of money. Decreasing birthrates and the aging Japanese population are one of the most essential
causes. Second, because citizens don’t have to pay the total cost of their treatment, they don’t
realize how much they use the benefit for their healthcare. The third problem is that the government
uses bonds to cover for the shortage of the premium. As a result, about 40% of the budget spending

is used for paying back today’s government bonds.

3. The French system

3-1 of the system
Next, let’s move on to the French system. People choose their insurance according to the kind
of jobs they have, such as CCMSA or RSI. French people also continue to hold the same insurance
after retiring. But since public insurance in France doesn’t cover some necessary treatments, 80%
of citizens also purchase additional insurance policies offered by private organizations. In contrast,
people who have find it difficult to afford additional insurance, like disabled people for example,
can get their benefits through the CMU system. By combining these systems, universal health

insurance is achieved in the country.

3-2 The reform that has already been planned

However, though the system was compact, there were problems for several decades. In 1970s,
the cabinet had to cope with the social security deficit by increasing the expenditure. After that,
the Chirac cabinet launched increased taxes and out-of-pocket payments, which the Barre cabinet
started to carry out. Then, in the 1980s, the Mitterrand’s administration continued the policy.
Mitterrand further increased the government’s income and finally decided to exclude hospitalization
from insurance coverage. However, after 1990s plans which reduced the expenditure were
unsuccessful. On the other hand, GSP, a new tax targeting only public insurance, was established.
From 2000, many drastic reforms are introduced. Firstly, the cabinet tried shifting costs from public

insurance to supported insurance, and in 2004, a GP (General practitioner) system was launched



which limited people’s direct visits to doctors.

3-3 The problems
As the above illustrates, this system has several problems. First, they will also have to deal
with decreasing birthrates and aging. In addition, the government has to guarantee that all people
get opportunities to receive treatment completing insurance. For dealing with the problem, the
government uses the system of the UNOCAM. Third, owing to the GP system, some patients might

not be able to receive the care they need quickly enough.

4. The implication for the Japanese system

Finally, let me talk about the implications of the French system for Japan. First, I will
focus on the good points. The first one is that the basic idea of the policy has not been denied for
several decades though the ruling parties changed many times. Second, the French government
distinguishes increasing taxes from decreasing the expenditure. For instance, if a group of doctors
resist the reform, the government prioritizes taxation. Finally, since the cabinet had tended to lead
enforcing policies, they could carry out a drastic policy such as GP system.

Based on the above, the effective reform in my country should contain these ideas. First,
the government should increase not only social security expenses but the consumption tax too.
Since social security expenses have a problem of progressivity in my country, some people might
be excluded from the public insurance. Second, we have to abolish the old system. According
to the Ministry of Finance, this system is one of the main factors of tight finance. In addition,
other developed countries don’t have the same system, which means it is unrealistic to maintain
the system for the future. Third, the government should continue their long-term plan without
considering the ruling party. Of course, it will be challenging because most politicians in the Diet
concur with the policy. However, the Dutch system recovered their debt with a long-term reform,
while in France, as we saw just now, the same kind of policies have been executed for many years.
Finally, people should pay the total cost of their own treatment. The important thing is to realize
how much they use the benefit.

This is the end of my presentation. Thank you for your listening.
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What Is the Best Way to Live Together with Immigrants?

Banri Endo

How to live together with increasing immigrants in a society?

What kind of lesson can Japan learn from Spanish developed policy?

1. Introduction

Hi, I'm Banri Endo from Hitotsubashi university, and I’m a 2nd year student, belonging
to sociology department. Today, I want to talk about “what is the best way to live together with
immigrants in a society”. I’'ll compare the Japanese and Spanish immigration policies because
these two countries are said to be relatively new to dealing with immigrants. So, I’ll show you
the current situation related to immigrants in Japan. Today, in Japan, there is a heated dispute
about immigrants. The government and the ruling Liberal Democratic Party say, “The number of
immigrants in Japan is zero. We only have foreign workers.” However, some media and experts
maintain that “foreign workers” are “immigrants” in reality. Based on their views, Japan seems
to be the 7th largest immigrant country. Under these circumstances, Japanese society is trying to

enhance its multiculturalism. However, it is said that this comes a bit too late.

2. Japanese immigration policy: multiculturalism

So, let’s overview Japan’s immigration history. After WW2, there were a lot of former
colonies, especially Korea. They had been “Japanese” since 1910. They accounted for the majority
of immigrants in Japan from 1945 to the mid-1980’s. From 1986 to 1991, there was a big boom
in the Japanese economy. It was called the “Bubble Boom”. During this period, many factories
had difficulty in securing sufficient human resources. So, they started to accept foreign workers,
especially from South America, because there are a lot of second/third generation Japanese-
Brazilian people. In 1990, the number of immigrants was over 1 million, and in 2007 it exceeded 2
million. According to the latest data, there are 2,731,093 immigrants in Japan.

They account for 2.2% of total population. The largest immigrant population is Chinese,
followed by Koreans, Vietnamese, Filipino, and Brazilians.

In Japan, the government currently adopts a “Multiculturalism” policy. It’s comprised of
3 factors: “Protection of human rights of minorities”, “Abolition of racial discrimination” and
“Approval of cultural diversity”. Recently, some local authorities have been trying to develop this

policy, and this movement is called “Multiculturalism 2.0”.



3. Two case studies in Japan

Next, let me introduce two advanced cities in Japan. One is Hamamatsu city in Shizuoka
prefecture, and the other is Shinjuku district in Tokyo. Hamamatsu city is located in the center of
Japan. This city is famous as the birthplace of Ieyasu Tokugawa, who started the Edo shogunate.

The city has 24,500 foreign residents, which corresponds to 3% of the total population, and
about 40% are Brazilian because during the bubble economy period, many Japanese Brazilians
people came here to work in factories.

In Hamamatsu, there have been a lot of efforts to ensure the smooth coexistence of locals with
foreign residents. The city holds festivals to enhance exchange and special language lectures for
Japanese people by foreign residents. The city has a Foreign Resident Study Support Center and
also provides employment support to foreign residents.

However, judging from some public opinion polls, these efforts still have room for
improvement. This pie chart shows the awareness of “Multiculturalism". Surprisingly, about 80%

of citizens are almost unaware of the concept.

Awareness of “multiculturalism”

Lncey |

2%

Enos & Dit
17%
'_..,l a.'-: ke

44%

Kmow only the wond

3%

(Awareness survey of Japanese and foreign citizens in Hamamatsu city (2018))

This next pie chart about Socializing with foreign residents also suggests unfavorable reality.

About 60% of Japanese people almost never socialize with foreign residents.



Socializing with foreign residents

Closa
Mo interaction
3%
. i Fe]
35%
Almast no
interaction Only precting
26% 36%

(Awareness survey of Japanese and foreign citizens in Hamamatsu city (2018))

This bar chart explains citizens’ opinion about what should be done by the administration.

About 45% think that they need chances to experience foreign cultures or communicate with

foreigners on a local level. However, as I mentioned, the city already holds the festival once a year

and there are some special language classes. I guess that these administrative efforts may still be not

very well-known to citizens.

What to be done by the administration
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(Awareness survey of Japanese and foreign citizens in Hamamatsu city (2018))

So, let’s take a look at another city - Shinjuku. As you may know, Shinjuku is located in the

center of the Tokyo metropolitan area. And, it’s one of the most popular cities for foreign tourists.

Kabuki-cho, in particular, is said to be the biggest downtown in Japan. This city has 42,000 foreign

residents, which accounts for 12% of the total population. There are 2 reasons for this. First, many

foreign workers work in Kabuki-cho because there are a lot of foreign restaurants. Second, in the

Shinjuku area, there are a lot of Japanese language schools. So, this city also makes big efforts

to live together with foreigners, such as holding the “Shinjuku Dance Festival” and setting up a



Shinjuku Multicultural Plaza to encourage intercultural exchange. It also offers Japanese language
schools and multicultural interaction programs.

However, the data shows that this has also been largely ineffective. This pie chart indicates
awareness of “Multiculturalism”. Similar to Hamamatsu City, about 79% almost don’t know about

it.

Awareness of “multiculturalism”
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(Fact-finding Survey of multiculturalism in Shinjuku district (2015))

This pie chart illustrates socializing with foreign residents and the figure for people who have

a close relationship with a non-Japanese person is only 8%.

Socializing with foreign residents
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(Fact-finding Survey of multiculturalism in Shinjuku district (2015))

This bar chart indicates citizens’ opinions about what needs to be done by the administration.

Most of the policies have already been offered by the administration.



What to be done by the administration

(Fact-finding Survey of multiculturalism in Shinjuku district (2015))

By comparing these two cities, I found that their administrations’ efforts and residents’
recognition show a surprisingly similar trend. Their attempts transcend conventional livelihood
support and contain some efforts to establish an “intercultural city”. However, on the citizens’ side,
their awareness of multiculturalism is extremely low, and there is little interaction with foreign
residents. Administration officials’ efforts should be made much better known to the general public.

I suppose that under the current circumstances, a citizen who voluntarily and actively collects
information and participates in various events can make many foreign friends. On the other hand,
passive citizens can’t receive any information. Furthermore, I wonder whether those who have
racist thoughts and prejudices toward immigrants would willingly take part in such events. So, with

the Japanese situation in mind, let’s us next take a look at the Spanish case.

4. Spanish immigration policy: Intercultural City

First, let’s overview the Spanish immigration history. Before the 1970’s, many workers and
members of the intelligentsia in Spain were out of the country because of the civil war. In 1980’s,
the situation changed, Franco’s despotism ended, the Spanish society started to move towards
democracy, and Spain entered the EC in 1986. In addition, some Western European counties later
began to be intolerant to immigrants because of the economic depression. Because of this, the
number of immigrants in Spain increased dramatically. In 2000, there were less than 1 million,
while in 2012 the number was about 5.4 million. According to the newest data, Spain has 4,570,000
immigrants. It accounts for 10% of total population. In terms of nationality, the biggest number of
immigrants come from Morocco, with Romania second.

The latest public opinion polls suggest that Spanish society shows a relatively tolerant attitude

toward immigrants as a whole. Other kinds of data also support this. Research by the EU suggests



that Spaniards who think that immigration is the main concern at a national level account for only
6% of the population as of March 2018, although this figure was 19% in November 2018, and
16% in June 2019. The figure is becoming bigger year by year, but if you consider the Spanish
geographical location on the Mediterranean coast, I think this figure is not too high. According to
other research, 86% of Spanish citizens are in favor of accepting asylum seekers. This figure is the
highest among all EU countries.

What is behind such data? It may be because of all the memories from Franco’s era. Some
experts point out that “Because many Spanish people share the terrible memory of the Franco
fascist regime which lasted for more than 30 years, they are willing to accept immigrants.”

On the other hand, some experts point out another side-effect of Franco’s rule. During that
era, schools offered patriotic education such as “Spanish will be future universal language” or
“Blacks are an unimaginative and terrible tribe”. The impact of such education remains to this day.
For example, in the soccer stadium, Spanish supporters sometimes jeer black players by throwing
bananas and things like that. In addition, in the 2019 elections, VOX, the extreme right-wing
party, got into parliament for the first time. It won 24 seats in April, and 52 seats in November.
Furthermore, it is said that the Spanish economy is now on the way to recovery from the economic
crisis. In 2019, the unemployment rate is 15.3%. The figure for the younger generation is 34.4%.

These two opposite actual conditions are very confusing. It’s difficult to identify which is
the “true” Spain. So, in this presentation, I’ll expand the discussion on the assumption of “some
Spanish think of Spain as No.1”, while others, the majority, accept immigrants as their new

friends.” Actually, the Intercultural City program plays a big role here.

So, what is an Intercultural City? It’s one of the newest concepts. There are two famous
traditional concepts regarding immigrants. One is assimilation and the other is multiculturalism.
Assimilation says that immigrants’ special nature will disappear. Such a policy is seen in France.
Multiculturalism says that immigrants’ special nature should be protected. It’s traditionally seen
in Japan and the UK. “Interculturalism” tries to utilize advantages of both concepts. It means that
immigrant’s special backgrounds should not be emphasized too much.

The council of Europe started an Intercultural city program in 2008. It supports cities in
reviewing their policies through an intercultural lens and developing comprehensive intercultural
strategies to help them manage diversity positively.

The key point of “Interculturalism” is here: to regard diversity as a resource rather than a
problem and accept that all cultures change as they encounter each other in the public arena.

Today, I have picked up Barcelona as a successful case of an Intercultural City. In Barcelona,
the immigrant population has increased dramatically. In 2000, there were 55,000 immigrants,

and in 2017, the number of immigrants was 290,000. Crimes committed by immigrants have also



increased, from 200 in 2012 to 3,400 in 2017. However, the proportion of citizens who think of
immigrants as a problem has decreased from 15% in 2008 to 3% in 2016.

So, what kinds of policies have been implemented by the local administration? There are two
famous policies. One is the so-called Anti-rumor Policy. The administration trains anti-rumor agents
who can object to unfounded rumors (such as “immigrants take away our jobs™) based on objective
evidence. This policy aims to get rid of ignorance in people’s daily lives. The other is Barcelona’s
Intercultural library. By mixing same-genre books written in various languages such as Spanish,
English, and Chinese on the same shelf, it is trying to enhance active interaction among citizens.

Through these policies, Barcelona is said to have been successful in trying to live together

with immigrants.

5. Conclusion

Finally, I’'ll compare the Japanese and Spanish immigration policies. Did you notice some
differences between the two countries? I think that Spanish Intercultural City policy is more than
just “providing international exchange chances for those who are interested”. The opposite can
be said for the Japanese policy. In addition, the concept of multiculturalism is not clear to most
Japanese citizens. So, if the administration calls on them to enhance multicultural society, it’s not
likely to succeed. Needless to say, the “Multiculturalism 2.0” or “Intercultural city” measures
haven’t been successful. The government and administration should make a stronger effort to
increase awareness of these key words. Last but not least, it’s important to make sure that “a
larger number of immigrants is a strong point of the city” is a concept that takes deeper roots in
society. We need to provide Japanese people with more chances to realize that is true, by increasing
opportunities for international exchange, and I also want to see administrative bodies make much

more effort to spread information related to immigrants and their respective cultures.
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The Economic Situation and Political Strategies
Regarding Ethnic Minorities in the EU

Taishi Ogawa

What is the ideal politic strategy to tackle with the problem regarding ethnic minorities?

Based on the two different measures taken in the past, we will search the most appropriate way.

1. Introduction

Hello, everyone. I’'m Taishi Ogawa. Thank you for attending this discussion meeting. Today,
I’'m going to focus on the problem of ethnic minorities and related political strategies. When you
hear the word “ethnic minorities”, what comes to your mind? Maybe, one of them is poverty.
Actually, it is often said that there are economic gaps between the majority of people in a society
and minority groups. What else? Maybe, the discord between a people with another people. These

days, terrorist attacks frequently occur in EU countries. This list includes just a few examples.
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(http:/www.moj.go.jp/psialterrorism/index.html % & & (Z$R&E H1ERL)

All of these terrible incidents have been caused by Islamic extremist groups. Many people say
that all members of a society should be equal. Many people say that regardless of race or religion,
we should maintain good relationships with each other in this globalized world. However, the
reality is unfortunately different. I feel that if there are better political strategies, we can improve
this situation. Through this presentation, I am going to refer to some policies and discuss what

should be done. So now let me start with a definition of “ethnic minorities.”

2. Defining “ethnic minorities”

What are ethnic minorities? For example, in Europe, these people are regarded as ethnic
minorities, even if their situations and history differ considerably. The Roma. Catalan people. The

Basques.



Roma Catalan people
(https://world-note.com/romani-people/) (https://www.footballista.jp/interview/39857)

Historically, these people have lived in Europe for a long time. Then, how about immigrants?
Recently, and especially in Europe, the problem of immigrants is becoming bigger and bigger. In
Japan, I often watch TV news or see newspaper articles about it. In this presentation, when I say,
“ethnic minorities”, I want to include immigrants in the term also. This is because immigrants
and minorities have a lot in common. For example, they tend to live in clusters. They tend to
have different traditions and religions from the majority. Therefore, when we talk about political
strategies, I think they can be an effective tool to tackle “local” ethnic problems related to

immigrants as well.

3. The difficulties the ethnic minorities are facing

Next, I’d like to focus on the difficulties which ethnic minorities are facing. There is much
research on this topic. According to the EU, in 2011, ethnic minorities like the Roma face an
especially difficult situation. Two thirds of them are unemployed. Only 15% of Roma children
graduate from high school. Immigrants also face similar difficulties. Germany is a country known
for its positive attitude to immigration, that is, it actively accepts immigrants and refugees.
However, even in Germany, there is data which clearly shows a large gap between the majority
and the minorities. One piece of research says, "Among those who have an immigrant background,
13.3% leave school without finishing it. This rate is about twice as high as the number of “German”
Germans who do not finish high school. Also, the unemployment rate is 12.4%, which is also twice
as high as among members of the majority. Because of their lack of German-speaking skills and
lack of education, they tend to rely on public assistance.” These are just a few examples of common

problems that ethnic minorities typically face, according to existing research.

Of course, the majority can also be affected by these problems. Too much public assistance

will be a big fiscal burden. Or, an even more serious problem is that when discontent within



ethnic minorities increases, the whole society will be divided more deeply and the kind of terrible

incidents that I mentioned in the first of this presentation may happen again.

So, what can governments do?

4. Looking back on the politic strategies in the past

As in the EU, they have to have clear standards to protect the ethnic minorities. That is, all
countries should have something like the Copenhagen criteria. According to these, a country which
wants to be a member of the EU is required to achieve the “stability of institutions guaranteeing
democracy, the rule of law, human rights and respect for and, protection of minorities.” Of course,
I wouldn’t say this is perfectly possible in practice, but I think this requirement has had a positive
influence on EU countries to some extent. For example, many countries guarantee the rights of

minorities to use their own languages and forbid discrimination against them.

Also, each country has its own political strategies to try and solve the problem. Today, I don’t
have much time, so I will just talk about Germany and France. This is because, in spite of their
similarities in terms of the size of economy and population, they have quite different approaches.
Germany has adopted multiculturalism and France has adopted a strategy of assimilation. As you
know, multiculturalism is a policy which treats each ethnic group equally. This sounds nice, but,
what has actually happened in Germany? I can’t say that the policy has been successful. Remember
the large gaps in Germany I just mentioned. Moreover, in 2010, German Chancellor, Angela Merkel
said a surprising thing. She said, “Multiculturalism has completely failed.” Of course, she doesn’t
mean that Germany will not accept any more immigrants. What she implied was the fact that in
a multicultural society, people tend to form clusters. This avoids ethnic minorities from adapting
themselves to their surroundings. I feel the truth that many minorities can’t speak German so much

is a typical example of this failure.

How about France? It is said that France has chosen assimilation. Assimilation is a policy
which regards everyone in the population as one nation. So, regardless of their background, people
living in France are “French people”. The official language is French only. Compared to the
German multiculturalism, this approach seems much less tolerant. However, there are advantages
to this policy too. Since ethnic minority groups are also French people, the minorities are in effect
supposed to be equal to the majority group. France is a country of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.
But then again, is assimilation perfect? I think not, unfortunately. I feel that events like the terrible
incidents at the newspaper company and the increasing power of extreme right political parties like

RN imply a gap between the majority and the minority.



5. Conclusion

In conclusion, what type of politic strategy is ideal? In the world as a whole, the Copenhagen
criteria are probably worth referring to. By adopting common rules and laws in international
organizations like the EU, many countries will make bigger and more effective efforts. When we
talk about a policy in each country, a German type of multiculturalism is not really the correct
choice. I would prefer to see a policy based on assimilation. However, we have to overcome the
disadvantages of assimilation. In my opinion, giving equal rights to everyone including ethnic
minorities is great. Plus, we should cherish people’s ethnicity. Even though all people might be
regarded as one nation, that doesn’t mean that their backgrounds should be erased. Assimilation has
the risk of controlling people’s identity too much. We need to do something to save their identity.
For example, setting their languages as quasi-official language can be one measure. By doing

something like that, I believe we can find a well-balanced policy.
Thank you.
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International Labor Mobility and Immigration
in France and Japan

Haruka Kanamaru

Japan has not accepted many immigrants throughout history, and is facing many issues
regarding immigration today. How can Japan improve its immigration system to create an
equal and comfortable society for everyone? I will seek a solution for Japan through examining

France and Japan’s cases.

1. Introduction

Hello everyone. My name is Haruka Kanamaru. Today I'm going to talk about international
labor mobility and immigration in France and Japan. France is a country with the largest immigrant
population in the EU. On the other hand, Japan is a country that has not accepted many immigrants
throughout history. The reason why I chose France and Japan is because I thought that, by
comparing these two countries that are at different stages in terms of immigration, I could come up
with some solutions for Japan. This is the outline of my presentation. First, I will talk about France.
I'll look at its labor mobility throughout history, and then talk about immigration in France today.
Then, I will talk about Japan following the same steps, and after that, I'll wrap up my presentation

by talking about some possible solutions for Japan.

2. France
2-1. Immigration in France

First, let me begin by explaining the situation in France. France is a country that has been
active in trade for many centuries. Especially between the 16th and 19th centuries, France emerged
in various countries around the world through colonization and the triangular trade. Some of the
places they went to were Africa, Southeast Asia, and North America. For immigration, with the
national motto, "liberty, equality, and fraternity" rooted in the French Revolution, they began
accepting immigrants from the early 19th century. Today, France accepts immigrants from various
countries. Within the EU, many people usually come from Portugal and Italy. These are countries
that are quite close to France, but do not have a high GDP compared to it. Many people also come
from Africa. The top three are Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia. In France, the number of immigrants

accounts for 15% of the total population.

2-2. France’s Immigration Policy

Next, I'll talk about some of the immigration laws and policies in France. Assimilation is a
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big part of the French immigration policy. The assimilation policy aims to treat everyone as equal
French citizens, and unity is prioritized over diversity. In the background, there's a strong sense of
nationalism and the idea that preserving the French culture and tradition is important. However,
even with this law that seems to be ideal, some immigrants are feeling separated from the French
community, and there are certain issues regarding this policy. Another law I want to introduce is
the new asylum and immigration law that has been issued this August. This law weakens appeal
rights and safeguards for asylum seekers, and also undermines access to asylum. This law was
made because of the predicted surge of asylum seekers in the near future, but it has given rise to

controversy, especially in the EU.

2-3. Issues in France

Now, let me explain some issues that France faces regarding immigration. One of the biggest
issues is the disparity and isolation between immigrants and the French citizens. Many immigrants
are experiencing inequality in various areas. For example, some foreign workers are facing gaps
in education, unemployment, and poverty. These create a sense of isolation, and as a result,
some immigrants are beginning to form their own separate communities like ghettos and parallel
societies. This makes it even more difficult to reduce inequality. As I mentioned in the previous
slide, equality is seen as very important in the French society. However, the fact that inequality is
still evident in France shows that there are flaws in the assimilation policy. There may be a need
to reconsider whether the policy's aim is actually being achieved or not. Another issue is about
terrorism and discrimination towards certain religious groups. As most of you may know, a few
years ago, there was a rise of terrorism in France. Since many of the culprits from the terrorist
attacks were Muslim or descendants of immigrants, some people began discriminating against
particular groups of people. According to the National Commission on Human Rights, it's said that
anti-Muslim acts increased by 8% between 2016 and 2017. However, race or religion should not be
tied up with terrorism, and this inaccurate image needs to be eradicated. The French government

has started to take action and is improving its safety measures.

3. Japan
3-1. Immigration in Japan

I'll now talk about Japan. Japan has a unique history in terms of labor mobility. Until 1854, it
was a closed country where they didn't trade with any country besides China and the Netherlands.
Furthermore, they did not allow anyone to travel out or into Japan without the government's
permission. After the Kanagawa Treaty was signed in 1854, Japan opened up their ports and began
to trade with other countries. Some Japanese people emigrated to places like Oceania, South

America, and North America as plantation workers. Immigration-wise, Japan experienced a major

- 103 -



economic growth after World War II, and began accepting foreign workers. Recently, the number of
foreign workers in Japan has been increasing. It is said that they account for about 2% of the total
Japanese population. Many foreign workers come from Asia and America.

Before I get into Japan's laws and policies regarding immigration, I want to give a quick
explanation of Japan's current situation. In Japan, the population is aging and the birth rate is
declining drastically. This is a map that shows the potential support ratio, which is the number of

people aged between 25 and 64 per people aged 65 or over, in different countries in the world.

Flgure 5, Odd-age potentlsl suppset ratho or tha number of parsons sged 1564 years compared to those
sgad 65 years or gver, 2019
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Figure 1. Old-age potential support ratio, 2019
(United Nations, World Population Prospects 2019 Data Booklet)

As you can see, Japan and many countries in the EU have a very low figure. In 2013, this
ratio in Japan was only 2.5. Compare that to Saudi Arabia that had 23.6. In 2019, the situation is
getting worse, and Japan currently has a potential support ratio of 1.8. This means that the Japanese
population is shrinking and we are experiencing labor shortage. Japan is in a situation where we

need to accept more foreign workers.

Country Potential(zs(;lf)%ort Ratio Country Potential(zs(l)llp;)ort Ratio
Japan 25 Ynited States of 48
Germany 3.1 South Korea 6.0
Sweden 33 China 8.2
France 3.6 Mexico 10.2
United Kingdom 3.7 India 12.4
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Canada 4.5 Saudi Arabia 23.6
Australia 4.6

Figure 2. Potential Support Ratio by Country, 2013
(Nation Master, 2013. Nation Master, “Countries compared by People > Dependency ratios
> Potential support ratio”)

3-2. Japan’s Immigration Policy

Bearing that in mind, let's look at some of the laws and policies Japan has for immigration.
Although the Japanese government says they are currently not accepting any immigrants that will
live in Japan permanently, they are aiming to increase the number of foreign workers and exchange
students. Japan has organized a few programs for foreign workers. One is a new specified skills
visa that started this April. This new visa gives more opportunities for foreign workers to come to
Japan legally. Another is the Technical Intern Training Program. In this program, the government
of the sending country first sends a group of people to Japan. Then, the Japanese government sends
them to supervised organizations, and those organizations then divide the workers into different
companies or organizations. The aim is to help trainees acquire skills they can use once they get
back to their own country to earn money or get a stable job. Unfortunately, this program does not
allow trainees to stay in Japan for more than five years, so it is questionable whether it will solve

labor shortage in the long term, but it could definitely be effective in the short term.
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Figure 3. “JITCO.” JITCO, https://lwww.jitco.or.jp/en/images/regulation/index/img_02.jpg .

- 105 -



3-3. Issues in Japan

As some of you may predict, there are countless issues about immigration in Japan. The first
issue is the treatment of migrant workers. In Japan, some foreign workers are forced to work in
harsh environments where they receive low wages and experience harassment and discrimination.
What was shocking for me was that between 2011 and 2017, 174 people from the Technical
Intern Training Program died either because of committing suicide or overworking. When I first
saw this statistic, I did not want to believe that such a thing could happen in a program led by the
government. Without any doubt, this is an area that the Japanese government needs to work on.
Another issue is about the Japanese language and culture. First, the Japanese language is very
particular, and we don't use any Western-style alphabets. So, different from languages like French,
it's nearly impossible to know what the words on signs like these mean if you don't know any
Japanese characters. Furthermore, Japan has some traditions and cultural values that may be very
different from the rest of the world. To give an example that relates to the work environment,
Japanese people value punctuality, and believe that being on time shows that you respect that
person. These things that seem ordinary for Japanese people could become a barrier for some

people.

4. Solutions for Japan
So, keeping those in mind, here are some possible solutions for Japan. The first solution

is to renew the Technical Intern Training Program. I believe the government needs to supervise
the program better and make a strict law that guarantees basic human rights for foreign workers.
Another solution is to create a follow-up system for the Japanese language and culture. Many
foreign workers actually come to Japan without knowing much about the language or culture.
I think the government should provide support especially since they are seeking to increase the
number of foreign workers in the coming years. The last idea is to raise cultural awareness. |
think schools should teach more about different cultures and diversity from a young age to raise
the children's understanding of various cultures. Local authorities could also hold festivals or
events that combines different cultures with the Japanese culture. There is a reason why I thought
diversity is more important than assimilation for Japan. For France, the assimilation policy is a
way to balance preserving the French identity and helping those in need. Although it has its very
own issues, I believe this policy is necessary for France and is indelible. However, I personally
do not think this will work in Japan. As I mentioned before, Japan is a country with a very
particular language and culture. Furthermore, many people are not exposed to foreign cultures and
traditions on a daily basis. Therefore, I believe that raising cultural awareness and increasing the
understanding between different cultures are more important than to expect people to assimilate to

the Japanese culture.
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5. Conclusion

In conclusion, France and Japan are at very different stages in terms of immigration. France
is at a more matured stage, while Japan is only at the beginning. I believe France will continue to
tackle their issues regarding immigration and help create a better society for both immigrants and
French citizens. For Japan, I think we should look at the policies other countries have taken and
carefully consider what they can apply to Japan. I hope that both countries will be able to create a

society that's comfortable and equal for everyone.
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At the Utrecht University, I received questions about Japan's lifestyle and attitude towards
immigration. One student from Italy suggested that changing the stressed lifestyle of Japan is
more important than to make laws to change people's attitude towards accepting immigrants. In
the discussion, I talked about how Japanese people tend to be conservative and do not like making
changes unless it is mandatory. I also pointed out how it is particularly difficult to change people's
mindsets in countries like Japan, where there is a history of being a closed country and avoiding
people and cultures from overseas. I explained that this is why making a law is more effective, but
I should have also addressed the point that different from Europe, the Japanese society cherishes
conformity. In Japan, everyone is taught to behave like others from a young age. This culture of
conformity is also something that makes it difficult for people to accept changes in Japan. After the
discussion, I also realized that I could have answered this question from a different perspective and
explain the positive aspect of Japan's current lifestyle. After the war, Japan experienced a major
economic growth and was able to boost its economy because of people's hard work. Today, some

still believe that the economy is stable because of their current work style, and think that changing
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it will not benefit the country or their lives. This makes it even more difficult to change people's
lifestyles in Japan.

Another student asked why the Japanese government is not willing to accept immigrants when
it would solve labor shortage. I said that although accepting immigrants may solve labor shortage in
the short term, it could also create long-term issues such as causing safety concerns and disparities.
Accepting immigrants has numerous positive effects to it, but it is also associated with many risks.
Many countries that accept immigrants are also aware of the risks, but Japan is especially careful
with it. This might be because Japan is not only geographically isolated from other countries, but
also lacks in the diversity of its people. Not many are exposed to foreign cultures from a young age,
so it is especially difficult to create a mindset that is open towards accepting foreign workers. These
mindsets are not something that is built in a day or two. Throughout the Q&A session at the Utrecht
University, I learned how distinct the Japanese culture and lifestyle is from European countries, and
how understanding different cultural norms is quite complicated.

At the Paris University, I got questions on how Japanese people perceive those from outside
of Japan. I said that although most people do not have negative opinions, not all of the reactions are
positive. Some people still look at those from overseas with a curious eye, which might make them
feel uncomfortable. They also do not interact with each other much. I was not able to say this in the
discussion, but I should have talked about how people from overseas have difficulties integrating
into the local Japanese communities since Japanese people are not used to encountering people
from different countries and races, and are not exposed to foreign cultures so much.

We also talked about how one's race or nationality can change the way they are treated. One
student said that often in France, people from Morocco and Algeria are discriminated because they
are mistakenly tied up with the image of poverty and crimes. I said the same happens in Japan,
where people from Southeast Asia are often treated unfairly because some have the impression that
they come to Japan because they are poor and want to earn money. We all agreed on the idea that
bias causes discrimination. We also had a discussion on citizenship. One student asked me about
how I feel about unconditionally giving citizenships to those who are born in that country. I said
that I support it since it is unfair for one to not earn a citizenship just because of his or her parent's
nationality. However, although I spent a whole year writing a report on immigration, I had never
thought about citizenships, so I did not know much about its drawbacks. I asked him if France has
any issues with it, and he told me that there is controversy about those who come to France just to
give birth to their children so that they can earn a French citizenship and benefit from it. Because
this is a topic closely related to immigration, I should have done research about this and mentioned
it in my report. This is something I was lacking from the point where I started planning my report.

Discussing these topics with the students from the Paris University gave me a deeper insight

into immigration. I was surprised with some of the facts that the students told me, since it was
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different from what I had read in books and websites. I was struck by how limited and single-sided
secondary information could be, and realized the importance of interacting with people in real life.
Through the discussions at the Utrecht University and the Paris University, I felt that
immigration is a topic that is closely related to the students in Europe, while it is a quite distant
topic for Japanese students. Each student in these two universities had their own opinions about
immigration, but many students in Japan do not. I was not able to realize this when I was writing
my report, but after the discussion, I noticed that ignorance might be the key issue in Japan. It is
impossible to solve an issue when people are not interested in it at all. I feel that Japanese people
should become closer with immigration, foreign cultures, and diversity. I am glad that I participated
in the discussions since it helped me earn new perspectives and realize what Japan truly needs to

improve on. It's not just the systems, laws, or policies: we need to change.

At the Utrecht University At the Paris University
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Thursday, 23 January 2020

The Netherlands

The Netherlands is a constitutional monarchy nation located in Western Europe, with its
capital in Amsterdam. The area is 41,864 square kilometers and the population is about 17 million.
The ethnic group is mostly Germanic, and the official language is Dutch.

Next, we look at the Netherlands from an economic perspective. The Dutch economy grew
at a flat rate in 1993, despite the general economic downturn in European countries. Since 1994, it
showed a better-than-expected recovery, largely due to the strong growth in exports. Grew 2.4%.
Despite slowing export growth due to the recent rise in the guilder, export growth has continued to
be stable, with the GDP growth in 2018 at 2.5% and unemployment rate at 3.84%. The Netherlands
has long adopted a policy of actively attracting foreign companies, revitalizing the domestic
economy and creating employment. This policy is based on excellent logistics infrastructure,
high language skills of the people, and the government's investment promotion measures (35%
rule on income tax). Many companies have been established mainly in the EU member states and
the United States. In recent years, Japanese companies have also invested in the Netherlands as a
foothold in Europe.

Finally, I will explain the relationship between the Netherlands and the EU. As one of the
founding members of the EU, the Netherlands played a key role in signing the Maastricht Treaty,
and the Amsterdam Treaty signed during the presidency contributed to simplifying the decision-
making process and strengthening security policy. With the UK leaving the EU, many companies

are considering moving to the Netherlands, and more than 100 companies have already opted to

move to the Netherlands.

Kroket Kroket’s vending machines

In the Netherlands, the use of soft drugs such as cannabis and marijuana is allowed. The “coffee

shop” is a place where you can smoke cannabis, and you've seen the signs all over the town. In the
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Netherlands, croquettes called “kroket” can be bought at vending machines. It was crispy and very

delicious.
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Amsterdam

Amsterdam is the largest city in the Netherlands, with a population of about 830,000. In
the 13th century, a dam was created at the estuary of the Amstel River and a town was built. In
the 16th century it developed as a port city for shipping trade. The main industries in Amsterdam
are commerce and tourism. There are plenty of tourism resources such as Anne Frank House,

Rijksmuseum, Van Gogh Museum, and Rembrandt House in Amsterdam.
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In Amsterdam, I visited the flower market and Anne Frank's house.

It was January when we visited, the shops sold many toy tulips made of wood, but I was
impressed when I found the real tulips. In Japan, the price was generally 250 yen per piece, but 30
pieces cost 8 € (about 1000 yen).

Anne Frank's House was preserved much more realistically than 1 had imagined, and you
could clearly see that Anne lived there 80 years ago. When I opened the secret door hidden by the
bookshelf, it opened up a space that was narrow but no different from an ordinary house. The diary
written by Anne, who wanted to be a journalist, was about persecution and World War II, and spoke
with a high descriptive power that I could not imagine having at the age of 15. My heart was in

such pain.

At the flower market

Yukiha Oka
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Utrecht University

Utrecht University is one of the oldest universities

in the heart of the Netherlands and was established on 26th ‘«vyi/

March 1636. Around 30,000 students are enrolled in total, \\ %

and there have been 12 Nobel prize winners and 13 Spinoza

Prize laureates (awarded by the Netherlands Organisation

for Scientific Research) highlighting Utrecht University’s ‘ﬂ“»
recognition as a prestigious institution. The university has

ranked as the best university in the Netherlands for over ten Universiteit Utrecht
consecutive years on the Shanghai University Ranking. The University logo
university’s motto is ‘Sol Iustitiae Illustra Nos’ (May the

Sun of Righteousness Enlighten Us), retrieved from a Latin Bible, and its symbol is the sun.

The University consists of seven faculties — Law, Economics and Governance, Humanities,
Geosciences, Medicine, Science, Social and Behavioural sciences, and Veterinary Medicine. The
faculty of Law, Economics and Governance and the faculty of Humanities are located in the centre
of Utrecht, and the other five faculties are in the Utrecht Science Park de Uithof which is situated
in the east of the city. 12 undergraduate programmes are offered and there are over 90 graduate
programmes overall.

The historic city’s theme is ‘Healthy Urban Living,” and Utrecht strives to meet its goals in

terms of sustainability, global issues, and climate change. Utrecht has been nominated as the most

competitive area in Europe, making the city an extremely suitable place to study in. Not only does

- 118 —



the Netherlands provide a good quality life and education, but the country also guarantees a work
visa for one year after graduation making the country and university a popular destination for

international students. At the university, all of the courses are taught in English, and the student

community is diverse, with students from nearly 120 nationalities.

The University Hall of Utrecht University University library
in Dom Square

At the university, we gave our presentations to students that study ‘Entrepreneurial
Ecosystems.” ‘Entrepreneurial Ecosystems’ refers to the effect of urban and regional contexts
on entrepreneurship. After giving presentations, we had Q&A sessions and we each answered
around 5 questions from the students and professors of Utrecht University. As all of us conducted
presentations about the EU and many of the students were from countries in the EU, we were
able to hear about what actual EU citizens really think of the policies that we mentioned in our
presentation, which was interesting. During lunchtime, we were able to talk to students that study at
Utrecht and asked questions about university life there, and we compared it to Hitotsubashi. Other
than sandwiches, some of us tried buttermilk for lunch, which is milk with a sour taste created by
probiotic bacteria. i
We were given a guided tour around d
Utrechtlne, which was in the building that
we gave presentations at. UtrechtInc is an
incubator for start-up businesses. It supports
between 25 to 35 start-up companies for
around two years, usually consisting of
8 to 10 members per team. In the past,

UtrechtInc has helped 192 start-ups. There

is a co-working space in the building, where ” -

new businesses take their first steps by Presenting at Utrecht University
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renting a small area. By spending time with other start-ups by

going to lunch and having tea together, new businesses form

: . . FOUNDING
useful networks. For start-up companies, the survival rate is ' PARTNERS

usually 33%, however at Utrechtlnc it is 66%, highlighting ” .
how successful Utrechtlnc is as an incubator. Moreover, in B'WLM

2018, Utrechtlnc was recognised as one of the top 10 global HiE

-
university business incubators by UBI Global. The shortest g
program for new companies lasts for 3 months, and the longest __‘?__,___
program takes 10 months to complete. During this period, | ,
entrepreneurs go through a large number of coaching sessions. | i "
The role of Utrechtlnc is to turn the idea, which is described as mme
a seed, into a successful company by providing these coaching :-:..i.'....... =
sessions and a positive environment for the seed to grow. The . n
incubator also connects the entrepreneurs and scientists to i [
people with the right skills in order to become successful. To

Founding partners of

participate in the program, there is a selection, and around 40% '
Utrechtinc and its logo

to 50% of the applicants are taken. Although the idea itself

is undoubtedly important, forming a successful team and maintaining the motivation even during
difficult times is key to succeeding as a business. I was unfamiliar with the concept of business
incubators, therefore being able to learn what they are and actually seeing entrepreneurs work in the
environment was an invaluable experience.

Erika Okada
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Friday, 24" January at 16:00

Utrecht

Utrecht, a city located in the central Netherlands, is the fourth largest city in the Netherlands.
Because of its central position, it is an important transport hub for both rail and road transport.
Many cities in the Netherlands have a canal system like a net. Utrecht also has a canal system in its
urban area. Many houses and shops in Utrecht are built along the canals.

In ancient times, Utrecht was also one of the most important cities in the Netherlands. Many
historical events happened in Utrecht down the ages. Utrecht’s first important event was when it
became a bishop's see in 696. After that, Utrecht has been a base to propagate Christianity around
the Northern Netherlands.

Until Amsterdam grew rapidly in the 15th century, Utrecht gradually became the most
powerful and important town in the Northern Netherlands. In 15th and 16th centuries, the
Netherlands was gradually ruled by Haus Habsburg.

In 1579, the seven northern provinces of the Netherlands signed The Union of Utrecht in order
to be against Spain. Finally, in 1648 the Netherlands gained the independence by concluding the
Peace of Westphalia. From the middle Ages, Utrecht is the location for Dutch people to create their
identity.

The main event of our inspection in Utrecht was the guided tour at the Dom Tower. We

previously got a reservation of the tour online in Japan. We walked around the central part of
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Utrecht for almost thirty minutes before
we took part in the guided tour. While
walking along the beautiful canal, I
noticed several things. First of all, I
understood people’s life in Utrecht
because the number of tourists was not
so much, unlike other cities in Europe.

On the other hand, there are too many

tourists in some big cities of Europe. R 1”: -
This large number of tourists often The canal in Utrecht
causes a social problem, overtourism.

However, in Utrecht there are not too many tourists because Utrecht is located far from Amsterdam,
forty minutes by train. Thanks to it, almost all people around us enjoyed their usual lives and
I understood that Utrecht was a bicycle-friendly city. It is the fact that almost all cities in the
Netherlands were also bicycle-friendly, but I thought Utrecht was even more friendly in terms of the
number of bicycle parking lots. Along the canal, lined parking lots continued to over there. People
were always able to park near shops. I'm also a bicycle lover, thus I hope that people in Japan can

easily park their bicycles for free. I envied Utrecht’s situation a little.

Dom Tower

Because of its long history, Utrecht has many historic monuments, but thanks to its location
and its height, the Dom Tower is the city’s pride. The Dom Tower is located in the center of Utrecht
city and is the highest building in Utrecht. For these two \

reasons, we can view all Utrecht city from the top of

this tower. However, it’s not correct because Utrecht is
often covered with thick fog. When we went to the Dom
Tower, we could not see very far at all. To make matters
worse, the Dom Tower was under repair. This picture is
the Dom Tower when we went there. | asked a guide a
question when the repairs would be finished. I hope I see
it someday. The outside was unfortunately covered with
irons, but we can watch the inside and walked up to the
top of this tower following the guided tour. The guide
showed us the rooms inside of the tower and we started
walking up the stairs...

The Dom Tower has 465 steps inside. We had to Dom Tower under restauration
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go up all of them. Moreover, after we
finished going up, we also had to go
down. It made us so tired. I hope that
when I visit the Dom Tower someday in
future, an elevator will have been set in
the tower.

In the guided tour, the guide
explained that the Dom Tower had

survived violent storms, fires and

occupations by foreign powers. Its history Hop en stork
and height made me understand that
people in Utrecht had a strong spirit. I respected their minds and the Dom Tower.

After we visited this tower, we started to walk towards the Utrecht central station in order to
go back to Amsterdam. We had several places to drop by on our way. The most memorable stop
was a chocolate shop. This shop’s name was “Hop en stork”. I found this shop on the Internet as
one of the best chocolate shops in the Netherlands. Its chocolates were as delicious as chocolates in
Belgium. We drank hot chocolates at this shop. I felt that it relieved mental fatigue due to walking
up the Dom Tower.

Ryo Takizawa
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Sunday, 26™ January at 8:30

On our way

On day 4, we left from Amsterdam for Leuven via Brussels. From Amsterdam to Brussels, we
used Thalys. Thalys is a high-speed international train between Paris and Brussels. It took about 2
hours from Amsterdam to Brussels. After we went sightseeing in Brussels, we went to Leuven by
bus.

Shungo Nishikawa
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Sunday, 26" January at 12:30

The kingdom of Belgium

The Kingdom of Belgium is a country in Western Europe and shares borders with Germany,
the Netherlands, Luxembourg, and France. The population is about 11 million and Belgium covers
an area of around 30,000 km?. Traditionally, most people are Catholic, but these days, since the
number of immigrants from the Middle East is rapidly increasing, the percentage of Muslims are
also growing.

The national income per person is over 45 thousand dollars and but the economy depends on
trade because of the small size. The main industries in the country are chemicals and machinery, but
domestic demand is limited because of the size, so the economic situation tends to be unstable. In
addition, the country has had some domestic problems related to the races or cultures for many
years. In the northem part, people speak French but in the south, people speak Flemish, which is
a kind of Dutch. Additionally, some Germans live there. For many years, these people had been
hostile to each other but finally chose to live together in peace. Therefore, this linguistic division
shows us the potential of diversity.

For foreign people, Belgium is famous for beer,
chocolate or waffles. There is an especially wide variety
of beers in the country. According to the district, the way
of making them varies. Some of them add spices or herbs,
and they sometimes drink glasses of hot beer in winter.
Additionally, they seem to use beer in cooking dinner by
boiling beef or fish.

Most kinds of meals in Belgium are similar to French
food, and they have a lot of French fries with mayonnaise

or cream.

Brussels Waffle

Brussels

Brussels is known as the capital of Belgium. In fact, there are 3 areas in Belgium and each
area has some cities. Brussels is one of these areas and 19 cities constitute the Brussels. So there
are no governors in the areas and each city has their own political structures. The city of Belgium,
which is one of the 19 cities in Brussels, is defined as the capital of Belgium by the Constitution.
One unique point of this city is that the EU and NATO have their headquarters there. The reason
why Brussels plays such an important role is Brussels is located at the boundary of Flemish part

and French part. Therefore, for the citizens in the EU, Brussels is a symbol city of cooperation with
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different kinds of people and they often
call Brussels as “the capital of the EU”.
In addition, there is the World
Heritage site at the central part of the
city, which is Grand Place. Grand Place
is famous for its many souvenir shops,
unique museums, and historical buildings.
There are also the palace, the art museum,

and other world heritage sites in the city,

but we couldn’t go these places since we
Grand Place had only three hours until the departure

time.

Parlamentarium

When we visited Brussels in the program, we went to the Parlamentarium. This museum
explains the EU parliament and the path toward corporation in Europe in the EU’s 24 official
languages. In the museum, because the way of explaining is very visual, all exhibitions will be
enjoyable for all ages.

Before entering the museum, we students met Monica, who is an embassy staff of the Czech
Republic. She explained the history of the country from the W.W. II until her country entered the
EU, and told us about many difficulties during the days of the Soviet Union and also told us about
their struggle for the independence, the so-called Prague Spring. During her explanation, a student
pointed out children in Europe could only share the same view of the history because teachers use

only some textbooks which are affected by the governments’ positions.

Parlamentarium
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In addition, she talked about the effects for the citizens in her country after entering the EU.
Firstly, she suggested the people in the EU are seen to have European citizenships and they can visit
or study in other countries in the Schengen area. Additionally, since the driver’s license is common
in the EU, they don’t have to take admissions for traveling and they can move quickly. On the other
hand, she also stated her country cannot use the euro due to the unstable economic situation. After
her presentation, students gave the comment that some citizens argue the Czech Republic should
exit the EU, and that this is a serious issue for the country. And another student told her the UK
decided to exit from the EU and some countries think the situation have not become better than that
in the era of the Soviet Union. Then, he also asked her whether the Soviet Union or the EU is better
for the European citizens. She said it was impossible to compare these two unions because the
fundamental beliefs are much different, but we would be able to think about today’s problems for
the EU. According to her opinion, democracy is not equal to total freedom, but rather to consensus
under tolerance. So, if there are some cultural, languistic, or historical differences in the community,
it might be difficult for the EU to make quick decisions and as a result, struggles would happen. Her
presentation had lasted for only thirty minutes, but we understood her thoughts on the future of her
country so much that it was heartbreaking.

Haruki Misu
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Monday, 27" January at 10:00

Catholic University of Leuven (KU Leuven)

Catholic University of Leuven is located in Leuven. It is famous as KU Leuven. It was built
in 1425 and is the oldest Catholic University which has ever existed in the world. It is also the
oldest university in the Netherlands. It is named ‘Catholic University,” but it was only the education
base for the Christians who were
against the Protestants. Nowadays,
in terms of the education, it does not
bear any religious meaning and its
catholic image is reflected only in the
architecture style or culture.

In Leuven, the Dutch language
is mainly used, so in KU Leuven’
Dutch is predominantly used too, but

also English as well. Many classes are

offered in English here and there are

many foreign students mainly from The library in KU Leuven
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around Europe studying here. After I visited KU Leuven for real, I was able to see the western
architecture and the atmosphere of the war. Most buildings of KU Leuven were medieval European
architecture and among them the library was very solemn and beautiful. That library was damaged
by the German invasion in World War I and it was restored after WWI. The size of Leuven city
center is very small and the buildings of KU Leuven is dotted, so we were able to walk around
the city and KU Leuven campus. We realized the importance of walking around the city again. By
using our feet, we can have the perspective of local people and learn the city and KU Leuven and -

who knows? - we may soon even be able to be a little like the locals.

Irish college

Irish college is the collective name used for approximately 34 centers of education for
Irish Catholic clergy and lay people opened on Europe in the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries. The
Colleges were set up to educate Roman Catholics from Ireland in their own religion following the
takeover of the country by the Protestant English state in the Tudor conquest of Ireland in the 16th
century. Irish Catholics also left the country to pursue military careers in the Flight of Wild Geese.
Irish colleges were important for the writing of Irish history and the preservation of Ireland’s rich
cultural traditions. Within the colleges, printing presses in the Irish language were established and
a collection of the lives of Irish saints was produced. Irish colleges were also helpful for the Irish
resistance during the Nine Years’ War from 1594 to 1603 in Ireland and later exile on the European
continent.

The first Irish Colleges were set up in the 1580s in Salamanca and Madrid in Spain. After that,
many colleges were set up in Italy, France, Belgium and Portugal. Also, in Leuven, the colleges
were built on 16 October 1802.

We stayed at Irish college for two nights in Leuven.
I had never stayed at an Irish college before, so [ was a
little anxious because my image of Irish college was like
a monastery before staying there. However, Irish college
was very clean, comfortable and like a hotel. The size of
the room was very big. Actually, most of the room was a
maisonette type and one room accommodates four people.
In the morning, we can eat breakfast just like in a hotel.
By the way, Irish college is the accommodation facility
for mainly international students in KU Leuven. As I

wrote above, there are many international students in KU

Leuven and we were able to interact with local students.

The entrance at Irish college Daisuke Nakayoshi
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Monday 27" January at 13:30

Leuven

Leuven, a city in Belgium, is located about 25 kilometers east of Brussels. In Belgium,
Dutch and French are spoken. Leuven is in the Dutch-speaking part of the country. On the other
hand, Louvain-la-Neuve is situated 30 km southeast of Brussels, in the French-speaking part. The
population of Leuven is 100,244 and is the eighth largest city in Belgium. The area of Leuven is
56km?2, which is about twice as large as Tachikawa city. Leuven has been a university city of KU
Leuven since 1425. The main industry of Leuven is beer. Leuven is the worldwide headquarters
of Anheuser-Busch InBev. AB InBev is the largest beer company in the world. InBev’s brewery
and main offices dominate the entire north-eastern part of the town. Moreover, since Leuven is
a university city, many venture-capital corporations have been founded here. Those companies
use biotech, robotics, additive manufacturing and IT technologies researched in KU Leuven. In
addition, some international companies, such as Huawei, Nitto Denko and JSR, have important and

research-oriented branches in Leuven.

Town Hall

The Town Hall is one of the most historical architectural sites in Leuven. It is one of the
best-known Gothic town halls. It was built between 1448 and 1469. In WWII, a bomb struck the
building, but it did not explode.
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Oude Markt
Oude markt is a square of bars and cafés. It is called the longest bar in Europe. We can enjoy
Belgian beer in this square. However, we went there in the examination period. We could not see a

lively markt!

AB InBev

Anheuser-Busch InBev SA/NV is the largest beer company in the world. The company was
expected to have a 28 percent market share of global volume beer sales in 2017. In 2015, InBev,
which is a Belgian beer company in Leuven, acquired Anheuser-Busch, which is an American beer
company and known as a producer of Budweiser, and AB InBev was founded. The main brands of
AB InBev are Budweiser, Corona and Stella Artois. In Leuven, there is a Stella Artois brewery. This

brewery was established by 1366.

Beer tour

Most breweries were closed on Monday. We tasted 5 beers in the guided tour by KU Leuven.
The first beer was made from champagne yeast. It was very sour. The second one was developed
by research in KU Leuven. As a result of the long-term research, it is the best beer. The third one
was black beer. It tasted like caramel. While we drank this, we tried an old game for drinking. The
game was that people throw two stones to the wall which had slits and each slit showed points. We
competed for the point. The fourth one was very old-style beer. It was made in about 10C. It was
very sour. The last one was whiskey beer. When we drank it, we felt the smell of whiskey smoke.

However, it was 12% alcohol. We must make sure not to drink too much.
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Shungo Nishikawa
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Tuesday, 28" January 10:00-14:30

TOYOTA Motor Europe (TME)

In the 1960s, TOYOTA started exporting its products to Europe, which is the place where a
lot of car manufacturers competed. TOYOTA's fuel-efficient and high-quality vehicles got more
and more popular in this market where small ones prevailed. At first, it sold well in Northern
Europe because it did not have regulations against imports. Since the 1990s, it has shifted to local
production. In the 2000s, Toyota expanded business in Russia and Eastern Europe and established a
solid foothold for expanding its European business. In 2010, cumulative European sales reached 20
million units.

In 2005, Toyota Motor Europe NV/SA (TME) was built in Brussels, Belgium to organize
its European business. TME reported that the number of automobiles sold increased for these
four years in a row. YARIS, which is the equivalent of Vitz in Japan is the most popular model
in Europe. However, TME has difficulty in how to react to Brexit. Even though most of the other
automobile companies decreased their production in the UK, TME, on the contrary, increased its
production because it wanted to increase the production of Corolla, which is a hybrid car.

We visited the headquarters of TME in Brussels, in Belgium. There are employees from more
than 50 countries, mainly from Europe. A general manager of management, Mr. Ueda gave us
presentations on Europe as a whole. He graduated from Hitotsubashi University in 2020. Actually,
the Vice CEO of TME also graduated from our college. These facts show how important roles the

alumni of Hitotsubashi play in worldwide companies.
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@ Toyota Europe

I heard two interesting stories. First, TME has great diversity in the office, which made me
wonder how well that diversity works so I asked a question on the impacts of diversity. He told me
that it works very well and it's quite interesting to see how different people are depending on which
country in Europe they are from. For example, German tend to push their opinion and they are very
careful about everything. People from Northern Europe are more open to any opinion while people
from Southern Europe are always optimistic. He said everyone is so proud of their own country
although Japanese people often generalize Europe as a whole. Another interesting thing we heard
is that how long people work each day depends on which country they are from even in a company.
There is a clear difference betweenJapanese and Europeans. For example, Europeans cherish time
with their family so they go home early. On the other hand, Japanese are more likely to stay two
hours longer than them maybe because Japanese are used to working for long hours. That's why it's
not easy to hold "nomikai". However, they understand each other through daily communication.
This story makes it sound like men’s working in Japan is much harder than in Europe, which isn’t
true according to another Japanese employee. She mentioned that European men do the chores and
take care of their children a lot more than Japanese men. Therefore, the idea that European men are
lazy is not true.

In conclusion, we learned what it is like to work in a global company. It has much less context
than in Japan, which means that it is very important to make themselves understood through

conversation. Otherwise, that’s where misunderstanding and troubles come in.
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Rise Komura

Wednesday, 28" January at 19:45

France

France is a country located in Western Europe. The population is about 67 million (Japan: 120
million). The area is about 544,000 km? (Japan: 344,000 km?) and 70% of that area are plains. The
capital city is Paris. As you know, the spoken language is mainly French, and the currency is the
Euro. In terms of the religion, it is said that many French people believe in Christianity. Catholicism
is most prevalent. French people regard three concepts important: Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.
These concepts are derived from the French Revolution.

Concerning the industry, the scale of the agriculture in France is the largest in Europe.
Chemistry and machinery also play big parts. In addition, high-tech industries like the aerospace

and nuclear industries are well developed too.

Paris

Paris is a city located in the Northern part of France. The area is 105.4 square kilometers.
There are 20 political jurisdictions and Seine river flows through the city. Paris is the capital city of
France and, the biggest city in France.

Moreover, this city is the center of the politics, economy and culture in France. Concerning
the economy, Paris is valued as one of the biggest economic cities in the world. There are a lot of

headquarters of multinational enterprises. In terms of the culture, there are famous art museums (e.g.
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Louvre Museum), and Paris is also known as the leading center of the fashion.

Thanks to these features, there are a lot of people coming for the purpose of sightseeing. In
fact, the number of foreign tourists there is the largest among all cities in the world.

We visited some famous sightseeing spots during our stay in Paris. So, let me introduce those
places. As you know, the Eiffel Tower and Arc de Triomphe are two of the most famous sightseeing
spots in Paris.

The Eiffel Tower was built in 1889, for the purpose of the world exposition. It is 324 meters
high and was the highest building in the world at that time. When we visited, unfortunately, the
highest observation deck was under renovation and we couldn’t go up. However, the tower had a
great impact as a symbol of Paris.

In 1806, Napoleon commanded to build Arc de Triomphe. The finish of building was after
his death, 1836. The purpose of this arc is to pray for the soldiers who fought for France and died.
Therefore, there are many plates to pray here. You can also climb up Arc de Triomphe. I actually
climbed. From the top, I saw beautiful scenery. However, I have to say one thing. You should visit

Paris in summer if possible. It is rare that it is sunny in winter...

Arc de Triomphe

Taishi Ogawa
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Thursday, 29" January at 10:00

Mizuho Bank

Mizuho Bank is one of the largest banks in
Japan, and it is called a “Megabank" because of
its scale. Mizuho Financial group was established
in 1999, when Daiichi Kangyo Bank, Fuji Bank,
and Industrial Bank of Japan had merged, and
then Mizuho Bank was established. Its name of

“Mizuho” means another name of Japan, “Mizuho

no Kuni”. This word means the fertility of crops. ’ i p,;;;.iF I L
' 4

The bank has at least one branch in each prefecture,
this is an important characteristic of the bank.
Other Megabanks don’t even have one branch per
prefecture.

Then, let’s talk about the situation of Mizuho

Bank in foreign countries. According to the official

website of the bank, “Paris Branch has been @ Mizuho Bank
established since 1982 and is licensed by Banque de
France under bank code 18529. Paris Branch provides a comprehensive range of banking services
such as corporate finance, structured finance, acquisition finance, trade finance, deposits, foreign
exchange, remittances and cash management services.”

To be frank, I was not enthusiastic about going to Mizuho before visiting because I was not
interested in finance and banks, actually.

| WASHIMGTDN PLA Eb’- Therefore, I had not much motivation to

g0 to Mizuho. When we arrived at Mizuho

Bank, Mr.Goto, a president of Paris branch,
welcomed us frankly. His attitude was very
soft and polite to us.

He told us about his bank’s operations
and gave us some rough information about
France and Paris. As I listened to Mr.Goto,
my attitude towards the bank gradually

changed. Originally, my academic interests

L " !
@ A group photo in front of the building of Mizuho Bank

- 138 —



are energy problems and environmental problems, so I thought I could not commit such problems at
the bank, for I thought a bank was not much involved in environmental issues.

However, I realized what I thought was definitely wrong. He said we could be involved in such
problems even in the field of finance. For example, his company tried to invest more money in eco-
friendly companies. Though he was not successful in trying to spread that method in his field, he
seemed to be confident about it. But thanks to that, I found that even in a bank I could be involved
in my interests in university. I had little interest in banks and finance before I had heard Mr.Goto,
but after that, my attitude to banks has changed positively.

Asahi Kurita
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Thursday, 30" January at 13:15

Paris University

Paris University, also known as Paris 7, is one of the seven prestigious universities of the
Paris public higher education academy. The university was founded in 1971, but its history dates
back to 1150 since it is one of the heirs of the University of Paris, which is said to be the second
oldest university in Europe. Its name comes from a famous French philosopher called Denis
Diderot. The university mainly teaches humanities and social sciences, science, and health, and
there are numerous faculties varying from English, geography, history, odontology, linguistics,
medicine, to hematology. There are also professors specialized in cultures and languages all over
the world. Some students major in Japanese and learn about Japan in their four-year undergraduate
curriculum. The university is especially famous for discovering primary results of the theory of
probability at one of their research centers. Its library, the Central University Library, is the largest
library in Paris and is full of resources from different genres. According to the university's website,
there are currently 23,000 students studying humanities and social sciences, 27,000 studying health,
and 12,250 studying sciences. 5,600 of them are exchange students, and there are many Japanese
students and teachers as well.

At this university, we gave presentations to a group of sophomores majoring in Japanese and
exchanged our opinions on each of our topics afterwards. There were around seventy students in

total, and we each presented to groups of five to ten students. We gave our presentations twice in
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English, but in the Q&A session, we used both English and Japanese. Although the students from

the Paris University had only studied Japanese for over a year, they were able to speak Japanese

very well. The students told me that they do not only study the Japanese language, but also learn

about Japan's culture, history, and current affairs as well. I was extremely impressed with their

Japanese, and was also excited by the fact that so many French students were willing to learn about

Japan, a country that is miles away from France. I asked a few of them why they wanted to learn

Japanese. They all said they love Japan and its culture. Surprisingly, a lot of them knew more about

Japanese anime, comic books, and music than I do.

Paris University

After the Q&A session, we had time to talk over some snacks. We brought Japanese snacks

like Yokumoku cookies, and students
from the Paris University also had some
French snacks ready for us. We talked
about each of our cultures, food, hobbies,
and our daily lives. Time flied and all of
us wished we had more time to spend
together. We followed each other on our
social media accounts and promised to
keep in touch. A few of them said that
they are going to study in Japan this year,
so I hope we can reunite with them and

show them around Tokyo. Some of the

Discussing Our Presentations at the University
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students from the Paris University were kind enough to come to the Grand Mosque of Paris with us
after the event.

Exchanging ideas and communicating our thoughts with students from different backgrounds

}ﬁ“h i Fl i x was a precious experience. It helped me
Al W

realize the importance of having a broad
perspective and being open-minded. I
would like to thank all of the teachers,
staff members, and students from both
Paris University and Hitotsubashi
University who organized this event and
made it so memorable. Thank you very

much!

. Haruka Kanamaru
At the Grand Mosque of Paris

Thursday, 30" January 17:25

Grand Mosque of Paris

Grand Mosque of Paris, known as The Paris Mosque or The Great Mosque of Paris, was
built for Islamic soldiers who had been killed in WWI. It’s located in the 5th arrondissement in
Paris. This architecture is modeled on Alhambra in Spain and said to be the biggest mosque in
France and the 3rd biggest in Europe. It was built in 1926 and the oldest mosque in Metropolitan
France. During WWII, it protected a lot of Muslims from the Nazis.

It’s the center of Islamic culture in todays’ France and plays an important role in promoting the
visible penetration of Muslims. However, sometimes it has become the target of multiple attacks by
Islamophobic people.

It includes a traditional restaurant which serves
the cuisine of the Maghrib, along with a tearoom.

After the exchange with Université de Paris,
we visited Grand Mosque of Paris, along with some
students from the university. It was my first time to
visit a mosque and I didn’t have any idea about it
except some pictures of its outside. The inside of the

mosque was decorated in geometrical colorful tiles,

however they were not satisfactory to me. It may

because I compared them with luxurious Christian Colorful tiles
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churches or Buddhist temples with depictions or
statues of God, but of course I felt their effort to make
the mosque gorgeous under the principle of Islamic
law which forbids the worship of icons.

In addition, to my surprise, visitors were strictly
prohibited from entering the prayer room, which seems
to be the appealing spot of sightseeing for visitors,
and I realized its holiness. By catching a glimpse of
the prayer room from the open door, I found Muslims
prostrating and praying — all in one direction on the
carpet.

Some students from Université Paris have their

roots in North Africa, and their personal narrative

added precious experience to my visit. One of the boy students had French nationality, but his

Muslim mother was born in Morocco. His father is French and Christian. Under his parents, he

grew up an atheist. His mother can’t eat pork or drink alcohol but doesn’t force her husband and

son to obey the role. And actually, she doesn’t worship five times a day. What he stressed was that

all people should have freedom.

It was an invaluable experience to touch the reality of Islamic society, where are various ways

or extent of religion.

Courtyard

Prayer room

Banri Endo

- 144 -



NYDRBIETENEEKLWZXL—VQ

NUERA—=YDEME L THEE T ERIC/NY TRNENICPTERLL 2 cEDERA—Y
DR ERZRABNAILE T,

®YrYEYERYODLadurée KIS

EDHARTVvOIZEB/BEINTUVS LaduréelF 1862 FICAIELICYHOVEZEDDIEE =
DN Ve EUERBYICHET B Ladurée RNETHR%Z T B EFaFOBENINY TEYSH
RFIVRDPR—=N—RBETEFEICFICABYHOYTINPIEYBRIETT, ¥ A% Ladurée
TEFBEDRN=L UV TV EVEVRIV B ZOICIZEE Ui, VEVAIVRELEV OB
EXUVT DB SOBUEDRBE TRV MEMED Y OV O TEHKLD DICTT RN UV S
DAV GET—FT 4 —TULEVAIEERYYFLTOE UIC, IBERTICZEE D Ladurée TREA
LI HhBVENVY A 18R A A=Y LICHBREDITBOEY HDRY HRIZAST-E
Dy kL& LT

@ Carl Marletti
ST 4 —2ENAEHIABICEEGT > TR EDS [1000KDE] EWDEHKTHD
EmCBHTLLOD QNI EEORBASIREDAICARIAESN, VT4 —1%&KDT
BE50OBEICTEFLIC, BERTELLKRS. PICTAFINADTOBINT 4 —2EFEBY,
EoLYENRA—ROU—LDDE>TOE LI, RNFNYUTENZI)N I 4 —2DHU— LA
DRESENAEMDY O HS(CRELF LT,

- 145 -



® Lemoine

HWXUVOREFIEE L THERG Lemoines BRAARA Y ID7EE

WooL»WE LI ZBZAURY, PREEFO>ELICERR
[CTBIHICIIRFEEMZBDN IVEMEIDY, RESED
ERICHLOEHSFOLE LI BICET VIRV DR T
LIce NUTIVEORIVEEAIVDBRBEFODDTL &

SH?

(AR ELE)

Moét et Chandon (LVMH)

Friday, 31" January at 15:00

Moét et Chandon is a famous French wine maker, established in 1743 by Claude Moét. They

produce prominent fine wine, and they are one of the largest champagne producers and a prominent

champagne house. Also, they belong to the luxury goods company LVMH Moét Henessy Louis

Vuitton SE, which is a big conglomerate in the fashion world.
Recently, in November 2019, LVMH acquired Tiffany & Co. for approximately US $16.2
billion. The deal was expected to close by June 2020. As of 2018, Tiffany operated 321 stores

worldwide, with net sales of US $4.44 billion. Tiffany regions include the Americas, Asia-Pacific,

Japan, Europe and the United Arab Emirates.

As I introduced above, Moét et Chandon is a
famous producer of champagne in the world, but
before we visited them, I knew only that information,
so I could not imagine what they did in any specific
light. When we arrived at Moét et Chandon, there
was a woman. | was surprised at that thing a little
bit because I thought that the person who would be
telling us stories was probably going to be a man. Of
course, it was just my prejudice, but it was impressive
for me for that reason.

At that company, she told us about her career
and operations of her company. She explained how
luxury brands like LVMH survive today and what
is the meaning of having luxury brands, despite us

buying similar goods at a cheaper price. I understood
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the outline of her explanation, but I could not grasp well the meaning of existence of such luxury
brands.

Her career was full of internationality and looked so brilliant for me (she worked at a famous
consulting company, and then graduated from a French business school to acquire an MBA), so, at
first, I found she was a super intelligent and successful person. Nevertheless, she seemed to worry
about something. As I listened to her, the reason became gradually clear. As I expected, she had
the experience of staying abroad before entering university and after that she entered Hitotsubashi
University. So, she also had the double standard or view from Japan and her staying country. She
told she was so worried that some people in Japan had said she was a little strange or had a clear
opinion despite being a woman. This story gives us some meaningful lessons. We can learn that we
have to pay attention to diversity even in Japan. Through this experience, I thought it was important
to think about several differences.

Asahi Kurita

Friday, 31" January at 19:00

Dinner party with Josuikai

On the last night of our study trip, Josuikai invited us to a dinner party. There are many
exchange students and graduates from Hitotsubashi currently working in Paris. We had a really
wonderful time and talked about a lot of kinds of things, from living in Paris to the social problems
in the world.

Taishi Ogawa

EYZELTHALET AN

055 LEBEDORIFIS, NUDKRTIVICEIBL, BINIBERTILDESDR—/N—IC
HBREBVICTER LI, BBEX¥ CTROFILEYZEEICENIKB21cOTI N, —DREED
£ L& Lo EFIFEBAARDBHNEFRYEBATLILY, RA—N—-ICBLWTHBEFLVIF
REUD—=DLDHRL TSVRBTLARANEVTHY FEATLIL ESHPER > T cEC
B ITIVZAANDELCVSADTRDUICRA v FEIBLTING LIS MIFTRICRAL TINI(?)
DTIH, TSVRBIEOEDT, ESF—BE TSI BATLIL, 108 DBEOBMENF > T
ETCNT, SEFRGEOERBC EYOLDTSIRFVOFEBAIL] EBATINE LI, BE
FrL2ILTLBE, BUDOBLOSARICOICOBF LY INDF<HAEL TOBNERLICK
T<N&F LIS ¥0& BHAOEYDERL. RTVOBEE TBOUE LIz, REMELBN >1ZDT.

- 147 -



IIBEBFREREY Z—KTOWFTHSE. B
DNV ZHSE LI EBICBERGRICOICHER
WETH OBNBEEEHKLOVEYZRNSIE
NTELLICe CO—BOERSEDP THON SIS
ERF>IDHYFET, —DBIF 7SVRADPELE
T RRTHBNSELERSNTHL L ODBD 2
FRRT, GABDERDBIF LS LTN&EL
2o ZDBI SLLTARDICTS TS5 R5E%ZEE
LTOELIED, BOBRSARENVERET
BLTNZEnb, FRICK>THRENPIS
VRBIZHTBBURBEDBHOOHE NGNS
WD ETT, XABRZEZRIDEBETININY
DEHFTLI

(NFESFett)

- 148 —

INUDRFIVICTESF 2EDNIE



Chapter 4
Personal Reflections
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