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Foreword and Acknowledgements

Etsuro Shioji

Dean, Graduate School of Economics & Faculty of Economics

Since 2013, the Faculty of Economics at Hitotsubashi University has implemented the Global
Leaders Program (GLP) which aims to cultivate global leaders able to combine expert knowledge in
economics with advanced communication skills in English as well as in Japanese. Such leaders must
comprehend complicated situations and explore appropriate solutions, which requires blending broad
knowledge with deep expertise. Our mission is to develop skilled professionals who possess the
necessary enthusiasm and capabilities to achieve these goals.

As part of this program, we normally dispatch a group of students on a short-term international
field study in European countries every year. The Coronavirus pandemic had forced us to cancel it
during the past two years and so in this academic year, with travel restrictions loosening, there was
much expectation among the students that they could perhaps resume their visits. However, after due
consideration, we decided to abandon our original plans once again. Despite this setback, our
dedicated GLP teams made excellent efforts to ensure various alternative arrangements. The students
participated in online company visits with TDK, Mitsubishi Chemical, Tokio Marine Europe, Japan
Airlines, and the Japan Foundation. They also conducted an online debate with students enrolled in
the Master’s Program in Japanese studies at Université de Paris.

All participants in the EU short-term international field study took the classes offered by
Professor Masuda in conjunction with this project: Special Seminars A (Spring-Summer) and B
(Autumn-Winter). These classes are designed to broaden the students’ knowledge on a variety of
problems that the EU is nowadays having to cope with, and to prepare them for presentations and
(currently online) discussions with overseas students. Granted, the current report is nominally a
product of this “short-term” study, but it represents the result of a year of hard work and collective
activities by teachers and students. We are most grateful to Professor Masuda and Professor Milen
Martchev for their invaluable guidance, lectures, and support for the students’ presentations and drafts.

We would also like to express our sincere gratitude for the support of our friends at Université
de Paris as well as the staff at the above-mentioned companies and institutions who welcomed us
warmly, which is essential in carrying out this program as part of our department’s coursework. We
also appreciate the wholehearted support by the GLP Global Office at the Faculty of Economics: Ms.
Chihiro Nishi, Ms. Satowa Kajiura, and Ms. Chieko Takada. We shall be delighted if this program

helps the participants go on to become professional leaders in the global arena in the near future.
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Foreword

TokiMasuda

Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Economics

In April 2022, the prevalence of coronavirus cases in Europe continued to decline, while daily
life in Japan had largely returned to pre-pandemic conditions, apart from the mask-wearing protocols.
Several countries in Europe had also relaxed or lifted travel restrictions, providing optimism for on-
site training programs to resume. However, a new crisis emerged in Europe, as war broke out. On
February 24th, 2022, President Vladimir Putin announced the initiation of a “special military
operation” in Eastern Ukraine, prompting missile strikes and aerial bombardments on cities,
including Kyiv. President Zelensky had declared a “state of emergency” throughout Ukraine the
preceding day. As of January 2023, a resolution to the conflict remains elusive. The Christmas truce
that occurred in parts of the Western Front during WWI did not occur in Ukraine. The combined
impact of the coronavirus pandemic and the war has precluded the execution of field trips during the
current year.

During her acceptance speech for the 2015 Nobel Prize in Literature, Svetlana Alexievich, who
has Ukrainian roots, stated, “When I was in Afghanistan during the Soviet war, and recently, speaking
with Donbass refugees in Ukraine, I heard about how quickly man sheds culture, and a monster
emerges. The beast is revealed”. As Hobbes said over four centuries ago, the inherent ‘beast’ within
mankind emerges in the pursuit of self-preservation: wherein man is a wolf to man. Despite the
progression of civilization, the advent of modern nation-states, the spread of democratic values, and
the establishment of international institutions over the past four centuries, it appears that these
developments have not been sufficient to eradicate the bestiality within humanity. In Japanese, the
term ‘post-war’ is used, but there have been very few years since 1945 in which war was absent from
the world. Alexievich continues, “Yet I write... I continue to write...”. Because, according to her,
“The purpose of art is to accumulate the human within the human being”. The only way to counter
the beast in man is to cultivate humanity in man through “art”, or in other words, through “culture”.
She stresses the importance of resisting the allure of simplistic solutions, constantly engaging in
discourse, and seeking to attain this objective.

The aim of our EU short-term international field study project, too, is to cultivate human
capital capable of fostering cooperation with individuals from disparate backgrounds and solving
problems through words, not force. This year, with participants from a wide variety of backgrounds,
we had one of our most diverse groups of members ever working together to achieve a common goal.
For the first time in a while, we were able to conduct nearly all seminars in a face-to-face format,

which facilitated the rapid building of friendships among the students. More importantly,
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they all worked very hard in our seminars, which made for a very intense learning time. It was a
year that reminded us of the joys of in-person instruction and collaboration. The decision to forego
the field training program despite the high expectations for its implementation at the start of the year
was a disappointment, but I am proud of the participants for their perseverance and the determination
they demonstrated until the conclusion of the program.

The success of this year’s training was once again made possible by the collaborative efforts of
many stakeholders. The implementation of this year's corporate research would not have been feasible
without the invaluable support provided by all members of Josui-kai in Frankfurt and Dusseldorf.
We were fortunate to have Mr. Kariya, who has extensive experience living in Germany, provide us
with first-hand insights into German society, including education, labour, and civic life. We also
received invaluable information on chemical industry initiatives in the realm of sustainable
development goals (SDGs) from Mr. Hiroshi Yamaguchi from Mitsubishi Chemical Europe. As many
as three Hitotsubashi graduates from Tokio Marine Europe participated in the event, including Mr.
Yuto Nakamura, Mr. Shogo Takahashi and Mr. Yuki Otani. They gave us an overview of the
insurance industry, which was unfamiliar to the students, and we exchanged opinions with them in
small groups. We were also privileged to have Mr. Hirokazu Jo from Japan Airlines share his
perspective on how the airline industry has adapted to the logistics challenges posed by the
Coronavirus pandemic and SDGs and to have Ms. Staab, who has studied at Hitotsubashi
University, provide a perspective on diversity in the workplace. While few female graduates have
been posted abroad, Ms Mizuki Kojima from The Japan Foundation shared her experience of being
stationed at Maison de la Culture du Japon a Paris. In terms of women’s career development, the
students have also received a lot of suggestions from the experiences of  a senior woman close to
childbirth who has experienced two workplaces, one in Paris and one in Tokyo. In December, we held
a productive discussion session with first-year master’s students from the Department of Japanese
Studies at the University of Paris, where students from both sides gave presentations about their
counterparts’ countries and regions and engaged in a cross-cultural exchange of ideas. We extend our
heartfelt gratitude to Professor Masumi Sunaba of the University of Paris, for her continued
stewardship of this event, despite the challenges posed by time-zone coordination and other logistical
preparations.

Finally, special thanks to Professor Milen Martchev, who is responsible for our students’
English language education in this training program. In addition, I would like to thank our
administrative staff for helping the above valuable learning to continue despite the Covid-19 disaster
and for their support of this training program: Ms. Chihiro Nishi, Ms. Satowa Kajiwara and Ms.
Chieko Takada of the Global Office.
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Difficulties of Immigrant Descendants in Education in France

Mizuki Tamura

What educational difficulties are Maghreb immigrant descendants in France likely to face?

Let’s look at them from the perspective of both social class and ethnic origin.

1. Introduction

My research topic is this: “Difficulties of immigrant descendants in education in France.”

And, here are my research questions:

1. What is the reality of the school achievement gap between the descendants of immigrants and
their non-immigrant counterparts?
2. Are current educational policies in France effective in resolving the educational difficulties that

immigrant descendants tend to have?

First of all, let’s take a very brief look at the history of immigration in France. After WW2, the
French government started a mass introduction of immigrants for its post-war reconstruction. It
declared the suspension of new immigrants several times, but even now the total number of
immigrants has increased.

Next, please look at this chart. It shows the distribution of the number of immigrants by country
of origin. It shows that more than half of them have non-European roots, and half of those have roots
of 3 countries in the Maghreb, like Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia.

So, from now on, I will focus on the descendants of immigrants originating from these 3

countries.

M Europe
O Algeria
O Morocco

Europe O Tunisia
45%
Tunisia B Other African countries

5% B Tiirkiye

B Laos-Vietnam-Cambodia

Morocco
11%

B Other Asian countries

B America and Oceania

Algeria
15%

Chart 1: Distribution of the number of immigrant descendants by the original countries. (Source: INSEE, 2017)



Let’s move on to school achievement of immigrant descendants.

First, let’s check some basic information about school achievement. In France, to graduate from
a lycée, which is later secondary education equivalent to high school in Japan, students must pass
the nationwide standard examination called baccalauréat. And it is strongly related to employment
after school. School achievement is mainly measured by 3 elements: standard test scores like PISA,
or panel survey in 1997, the percentage of enrolment in higher education, and the percentage of
baccalauréat degrees obtained.

For a long time, students who have immigrant roots were thought to be more likely to fail in
these points, but now many studies have proved this inaccurate. In fact, taking into consideration
various kinds of sociological elements like the social class or academic background of parents,
immigrant descendants achieve the same level as their non-immigrant counterparts in many cases.
Therefore, I think what matters is factors related to their birth class, though the immigrant origin itself

cannot be ignored.

2. Difficulties of Immigrant Descendants in Education
Let’s take a look at some of the difficulties of immigrant descendants in education based on this

idea. In my opinion, they can be divided into 4 groups.

First, it is more difficult for the descendants of immigrants to obtain necessary information. In
secondary education in France, there is a large difference in career achievement by birth class, partly
because there are large differences in information obtained in each social stratum. Also, immigrant
parents often have difficulty in understanding French, so it is difficult to access much information
about the education system even when they have high educational aspirations for their children.

Second, there is the gap among schools or regions. This map shows the percentage of immigrants
in the general population by region. The darker the colour, the higher the percentage. This gap often
leads to a gap in education content. For example, regions where many students have immigrant origins

may have a limited number of courses for higher education, which can narrow students’ options.
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Fig.1: Distribution of immigrants in France (Source: INSEE, 2017)

Third, inequality in career guidance is said to be widening social inequality. It is usually based
on the opinions of teachers and career guidance specialists. Several studies suggested the opinions are
decided according to students’ birth class and so on. This system often works against immigrant
descendants. Also, it is pointed out that immigrant parents may lack sufficient information or
experience regarding career guidance opportunities.

Finally, the discrimination against immigrants cannot be ignored. This is strongly related
to a society that stigmatizes immigrants. In schools, there are subjective criteria grouped under
the general category of “behaviour” and they often put students with immigrant roots, especially
male students with Maghreb roots, in the worst class. Also, school officials are likely to have
apprehension or negative feelings towards their parents or place of residence and often ignore them.

In addition, there are difficulties after school. One of them is employment discrimination based
on name, etc. Also, there is discrimination regarding place of residence, as I mentioned. I
think there is the possibility of a negative chain, namely difficulties in education, followed by
employment discrimination, and then failure of social ascent, and when their children are born in

the same situation, the cycle will be repeated.

3. Current Education Policies in France

Are current education policies in France effective in solving these problems?

At present, they are mainly addressed by two different policies, REP and REP+.

REP means Priority Education Networks in English, which are networks organized by
secondary and primary schools facing social difficulties.

REP+ means Reinforced Priority Education Networks in English. They are organized by area,



and schools with the most severe concentration of socioeconomic difficulties and more specific
circumstances must be supported.

These policies have a lot of advantages compared to previous policies like ZEP. Here are some
of them. They emphasize individualized support in difficult situations, which can improve the gap
among schools or regions. They provide opportunities for teachers to provide extra guidance and
support to immigrant parents. And they also promote more cooperation among schools and also

between schools and regions. However, there is room for improvement, of course.

4. Conclusion

To summarize, taking socioeconomic factors and social class into consideration, the gap in
school achievement between immigrant descendants and their non-immigrant counterparts isn’t that
big. However, there are still difficulties for immigrant descendants in education in France. And
today’s priority education policy in France has been improved to try and solve some of these issues.
Furthermore, there is room for improvement such as reducing stigmatization of selected schools.

Finally, I want to mention some educational difficulties in Japan. There are serious disparities in
educational opportunities due to different socioeconomic background or regions. Also, there are
invisible types of discrimination that cause difficulties for certain people. If you would like to know

more, please ask later. Anyway, thank you for listening.
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Environmental Policy and Smart Urban Development in the EU

Nao Tozuka

How can we make our cities both liveable and environmentally friendly?

We will look at cases from Germany and the Netherlands.

1. Introduction

In recent years, there has been a series of extreme weather events in many parts of the world.
The World Meteorological Organization is of the opinion that the markedly higher temperatures and
increased precipitation observed in Japan and around the world are related to the long-term trend of
global warming. Under these circumstances, what kind of environmental policies are being adopted?
In particular, what measures is the EU, the only regional union with its own legal system, adopting to

take advantage of its uniqueness?

2. Environmental Policies in the EU and Their Impact

EU countries have been negotiating collectively under the EU One Voice and, in 2019, the EU
announced the “European Green Deal” as a policy of change to achieve its goal of becoming the
world’s first climate-neutral continent by 2050. Moreover, the Council of the European Union adopted
the “European Climate Law”, making the reduction targets pledged in the Paris Agreement legally
binding within the EU. Thus, the EU has taken a stance on global environmental policy at the Union
level, and EU member states have introduced their own policies within the EU in order to jointly

achieve their goals.

3. Smart Urban Development as an Environmental Policy
“Smart urban development” is defined here as urban development that aims not only to

improve the living environment but also to solve environmental problems. In the EU, which is
active in environmental initiatives, efforts are being made to develop smart cities as part of
environmental policies such as the realization of a low-carbon society. The EU Operational Treaty has
made it a legal obligation that environmental protection requirements must be integrated into the
implementation of EU policies, especially for sustainable development. In addition, the EU is using
its budget and its financial instruments for cities which try to realize the sustainable urban

development.

4. Perspective from Germany: an environmentally advanced country

Freiburg, a regional city located in southwest Germany, is known worldwide as an



environmentally conscious city. By promoting energy-efficient housing and introducing renewable
energy, the city aims to reduce CO2 emissions by 40% from the 1992 level by 2030. In terms of urban
planning, Freiburg is also at the forefront of the world in its transportation policy, which prioritizes
LRT (Light Rail Transit) and bicycles, and restricts the entry of automobiles into the city center.
The Vauban District, a 38ha area located at the southern end of Freiburg, has been undergoing
redevelopment since 1997 as a leading district in Freiburg’s environmental policy.

The main characteristic is the transportation infrastructure. Two communal parking lots are
located at the corners of the Vauban area, so the cars do not enter into residential areas due to the
regulation of automobiles. This so-called “park-and-ride” system is intended to prevent carbon
dioxide emissions from cars used by residents and tourists.

The second major characteristic of this district is that all of the housing is multi-family housing.
This is based on the idea that collective housing is more energy efficient than single-family housing.

Graph 1 shows that the CO2 emissions of all sectors relative to the number of inhabitants in
Freiburg decreased from 11.38 tons in 1992 to 7.97 tons in 2014. This corresponds to a decrease of

30.0% compared to 1992 emissions.

Graphl: Total CO2 emissions in Freiburg from 1992 to 2014

CO, - Bilanz 1992 bis 2014 Freiburg gesamt

(nach BISKO aber mit Witterungskorrektur)

96,2% 79,8%

2,4
2,2 1
2,0 1
18 -
16 -
14 -
1,2
1,0 4 HHHHHHHHHHHHE ==t

0,8 + N O A A

06 H HHHHHHHHHHHT

96,9%

100,0%

== Enamgm
- el ]

Mio. t CO, - Aquivalente

0,2 + HTHHH R

0,0 L
é‘ﬁ#"ég’ég’@ ﬁq@ﬁq@@‘r&&@ﬁﬁ@wﬁﬁ WSS e 20

Source: Institut fiir energie und umweltforschung Heidelberg (2017)




5. Perspective from the Netherlands: an environmentally advanced country
A report on sea level rise compiled by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

was released on February. According to the report, sea level rise is accelerating and is estimated ~ to
rise by 25 to 30 centimetres by 2050. The Netherlands, where approximately one-quarter of the land
area is below sea level, is required to take urgent measures to deal with the threat of sea level rise.
The Netherlands, which faces the challenge of rising sea levels due to environmental issues, has
focused on “smart agriculture” as an environmentally friendly form of farming. For instance, they are
analyzing data to automatically create a most efficient environment for plants. This reduces waste.
Moreover, they actively utilize CO2 in their agriculture. In detail, CO2 is emitted during power

generation, so they piped it into greenhouses to promote photosynthesis in plants.

6. Future Vision of Cities Learning from the EU

The first vision is the URBACT program. This program focuses on cooperation between EU
cities on urban policies, aiming at mutual development and cooperation, which will lead to more
effective development and growth of the EU as a whole. The second vision is the World cities Project:
Cooperation between EU Cities and World Cities. The EU and non-member countries are working
together on a wide range of areas such as technology, innovation, and environmental policy to promote

sustainable development worldwide.

7. Conclusion

In conclusion, I have focused on the possibility of considering environmental policy from an
urban perspective. We know that it is possible to combine smart urban development, which enriches
our lives, with addressing environmental issues. Now that we are facing a common global challenge
of environmental problems, countries must work together to solve them. Therefore, cooperation
between EU cities and world cities is required to create environmentally friendly cities in every region.
By exporting the advanced initiatives of their respective cities, we can pursue the cities which

accomplish convenience of living and environmental protection at the same time.
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From Ignominy to Heritage, from Heritage to Daily Life:
The Oppression and Revitalisation Effort of the Breton
Language and its Asian Equivalents

Minhyoung Lee

Why did the Breton Language lose its speakers? Why is it gaining new speakers at the same time?
In this presentation, I would like to examine the social mechanisms which forced
the Breton language to lose (or gain) speakers.
Moreover, by introducing the example of Taiwan, a nation which has dramatically shifted
its language policy from monolingualism to multilingualism, I would also want to answer a

fundamental question: “What does ‘language’ mean in modern society?”

1. Introduction: France as a Multilingual State

When we think of a multilingual state, France is not the first country that comes to mind. For
many of us, the French language is the language of France. Period. But is that true? Do all French
people speak totally homogeneous French? Did they, for hundreds and thousands of years?

The answer is no. There are various regional languages which have historically been spoken in
France, and one of them is the Breton language, spoken in the peninsula named Brittany. Only a
hundred years ago, almost every Breton spoke the Breton language. But currently, only less than 5%
of the Breton population speak Breton on a daily basis.

It is difficult to believe that the language of a community can totally shift from one to another in
a century. But that’s exactly what happened in Brittany. Why and how was this possible? Will the

language die out sooner or later? Let’s find out.

2. The Breton Language: A Brief History

The Breton language is a Celtic language. It was brought by the Celtic immigrants from Wales
and Cornwall from the late 4th Century to the 7th Century. Breton was widely spoken in both  high
and low society until the 11th Century, when the nobility of Brittany abandoned Breton and switched
to French. Since then, Breton has always been the language of commoners, and French the language
of power and nobility.

The Duchy of Brittany, which was a semi-sovereign state in the region, was annexed to the
French kingdom in the late 16th Century. The French monarchy was largely indifferent about the
language spoken by the lower classes but made it clear that the only official language in France should
be French as part of its national unity.

This tight bond between the French identity and the French language was reinforced after the
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French revolution. The revolution of 1789 declared French as ‘the language of liberty’ and required
all public education to be conducted in French. On the other hand, regional languages were seen as a
hindrance to national unity.

Precipitated by the lack of political and social power of Breton and negative narratives after the
Revolution, the decline in the number of Breton speakers accelerated at a very rapid pace from the
late 19th Century to the early 20th Century. There are three major social changes which caused the
dramatic decline of the Breton speakers.

First, there is compulsory education which was introduced in 1880s. The curriculum and teaching
methods were organised in French, therefore there was no room for Breton in the mandatory public
education. Also, Breton speakers were punished and shamed if they spoke Breton in school, even
during private conversations.

The second major social change was the introduction of conscription. In order to promote
communication between soldiers from all over the nation, only French was used in the military.

The industrial revolution was a third great force for change. Industrialisation and economic
growth were generally concentrated in the French-speaking areas. A lot of Breton people migrated to
the bigger French-speaking cities, and the knowledge of French became essential for social success.

Due to the social changes and oppression, Breton was devalued, associated with illiteracy,



underdevelopment, poverty, and unpatriotic attitudes. On the other hand, the French language was
perceived to be the key to a radiant future.

Nevertheless, the language did not completely die out. There have been movements to revitalise
the language and cherish Breton as an important part of France’s regional heritage and individual
identity. From the beginning of the 20th Century, magazines, newspapers, and literary works started
to be published in Breton. Songs and chants in Breton were sung in Fest-Noz, a revived traditional
Celtic festival.

Also, there were various attempts to provide education in Breton. The most successful
establishment is an immersion school Diwan, which has 55 schools and more than 4000 pupils
studying in the institution at the moment.

There have also been accomplishments in the public sector. The Office for the Breton
Language was recognised as an official institution in 2010. Its goal is to promote and develop the
teaching and use of the Breton language in daily life.

However, these efforts have always collided with and sometimes frustrated by the French
government. As the current French constitution stipulates, France has only one official language, the
French language. This mindset of monolingualism has ignored the actual multilingual situation in
France, and by doing so, reinforced and actualised monolingualism.

After the idea of multiculturalism started to be promulgated, France recognised its regional
languages as a part of its cultural heritage in 2008, but not as a means of communication, which is
what a language is meant to be originally. Last year, the immersion education in regional languages

was declared unconstitutional by the Constitutional Council.

3. Taiwan as a Multilingual State
The intertwining of national identity and its single official language can be easily found on the

other side of Eurasia. The relationship between Japan and the Japanese language and Korea and the
Korean language resembles the relationship between France and the French language, even though
there are regional languages like the Ainu language and the Ryukyu languages in Japan, or the Jeju
Language in Korea. These languages were disdained during the modernisation and urbanisation period,
were practically excluded from the public sector, and are at present on the verge of extinction.

Yet, there is one country in East Asia that has successfully constructed a multilingual nation. It
is the Republic of China, or Taiwan. There are largely four varieties of languages spoken in Taiwan:
Mandarin Chinese, Hokkien, Hakka, and Taiwan Indigenous Languages.

All these languages are recognised as Taiwan’s national languages by law. They are taught at
schools and spoken in official news media and regional authorities. Even in public transportation,

announcements are made in four languages: Mandarin, Hokkien, Hakka, and English.



The Taiwanese government was not always this generous. After the Chinese Civil War, Chiang
Kai-Shek and his capitalist Kuomintang Government fled to Taiwan. Chiang thought of Taiwan as an
advance base to recapture the Chinese mainland, and under the oppressive martial law, an overall
“Sinicization” policy took place. Language policy was not an exception, but at the core of it. From
1956, the use of ‘Fangyan’, or demoted local languages, was forbidden in public places, including
school, and anyone who spoke in regional languages would face a penalty. The use of non-
Mandarin languages was also prohibited or brought into derision in the broadcast media. Hokkien,
Hakka, and Indigenous language speakers were discouraged from speaking in their mother tongue,
and language shift took place in many families.

As the Kuomintang government lost its political power, anti-monolingualism sentiment grew.
After Taiwan’s full democracy was accomplished in 1987, embracing local languages became a
political strategy in election campaigns to attract local populations. The Taiwan identity was
redesigned as a patchwork of diverse ethnicities, and speaking local languages was no longer seen as
‘unpatriotic’ or ‘uneducated’.

A language equity law was passed in 2018 to create a legal foundation of equal treatment of
languages. However, Mandarin is still considered as a medium of communication between different

ethnicities.

4. Conclusion

Considering that Brittany is a region and Taiwan is a sovereign state, at least internally, it may
not be fair to compare these two examples at the same level. But both regions have experienced  a
rapid language shift caused by an authority with a different cultural nature. In addition, by studying
these two cases, it becomes clear that language means something more than just a tool of
communication. It is a part of one’s personal and ethnic identity, something much more intimate and
individual than so-called ‘national language’.

Taiwan has become a rare example of a revived multilingual society. Could its policy switch
have any implications for Brittany? Or for France as a whole? The Breton language managed to
achieve a status of heritage from a state of ignominy. Can it further go from being a piece of cultural
heritage to being part of daily life again? Is it appropriate?

There are no simple answers to these questions, but one thing is clear: according to the
regionwide survey in 2009, 89% of the respondents replied ‘Ya d’ar Brezhoneg’ (Yes to Breton)’.

Thank you.
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The Future of the Currency in Europe and Asia

Koki Kozu

Based on the recognition that a currency has important implications
for the future of the country or the area that is using it,

this report will analyse the future of the currency in Europe and Asia.

1. Introduction

Hello, everyone. My name is Koki Kozu and this is my presentation topic: “The future of the
currency in Europe and Asia”. I chose this topic because, in my opinion, a currency clearly has
important implications for the future of the country or the area that is using it.

From this perspective, I posed these two research questions: Do you think that the Euro will have
much more influence on the global world, and in Asia, on the other hand, do you think that a common
currency like the Euro is realistic and could be created as well? My presentation aims to answer these

questions.

2. Premise

However, in order to think about these propositions, we need to understand the present
situation that is very likely to decide the future state of these two regions. So, firstly, I’'m going  to
talk about what the Covid-19 pandemic has brought in both areas. After that, I will look at the
influence of China, which is clearly one of the superpowers whose actions cannot be disregarded.

Then, from these two perspectives, I will discuss the future of the currency in the two regions.

3. The Future of the Euro
3-1. The influence of the pandemic in Europe

Let’s start by looking at the influence of the pandemic in Europe. As you may know, one of the
biggest problems has been the expansion of the disparity between EU countries. In the early stage of
the Covid-19 outbreak, these countries adopted policies that sealed their borders and gave top priority
to the protection of their countries. This meant that countries with greater financial strength were able
to take more favourable measures against the Corona virus. As a result, the difference in the economic
power of each country became clearly evident. For instance, Italy and Spain, where tourism accounts
for the majority of their income, were unable to allocate sufficient funds to the anti-Covid measures
due to the decline in their income. As a consequence, their real GDP growth rate fell dramatically

compared to countries such as Germany, which has a self-sustaining industrial economy.



3-2. The influence of China

Let’s move on to the influence of China. This bar graph represents the amount of cross- border
trade in Renminbi. You’ll notice that the amount is steadily increasing. On the other hand, this pie
chart shows the weights of the five currencies comprising SDR (short for Special Drawing Rights),
which is a basket currency. A basket currency is a unit of currency created by weighting several
different currencies, meaning that this is a virtual currency mainly used as a reserve asset. For instance,
if you were to create a virtual currency consisting of the US dollar, euro, and pound, this would
definitely be a basket currency. In this case, even if the exchange rate of the US dollar fluctuates
sharply, the fluctuation of this basket currency would be small since the US dollar only accounts for
40% of the total. Like this, the advantage of a basket currency is that the overall fluctuation is reduced
by including multiple currencies.

Back to the topic, in 2016, the RMB was added as a component of SDR and that proportion has
exceeded that of Japan and the U.K. This implies that the RMB was acknowledged to have an
unignorable influence on the world’s finance and economic sectors. From these two graphs, it is clear

that the RMB has become more and more influential.

(billion§) Amount of Cross-Border Trade in RMB

180
160
140
120
100
80
60
40
20

Fig 1. The amount of cross-border trade in RMB (Source: Rakuten 2 K17, 2013)
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Fig 2. The percentage of currencies comprising SDR (Source: Replace The FED, 2016)
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3-3. Summation

What can be said about the future of the Euro from these two sets of information is that it will
be difficult to expand the use of the Euro in the future. As we just saw, the expansion of the RMB and
the economic recession in the EU bloc due to the Corona pandemic will have a negative effect on the
Euro for a long time. But it’s not all bad news. Because of the experience of the Euro crisis, EU-wide
support programs have been strengthened, and these support relatively poor countries, so there is little
fear of a collapse of the EU economic bloc as was the case during the Euro crisis.

Therefore, the euro’s international status will remain as it is, although it will be hard to make it

more influential around the world.

4. The Future of the Currency in Asia

4-1. The influence of the pandemic in Asia

Now that I showed you my analysis regarding the Euro, I would like to move on to the currency
in Asia. Likewise, let’s start by looking at the effects of the Corona virus.

Actually, the damage that Asian countries incurred from it has been more or less the same as that
in Europe; the isolation of each country due to the border closure and each country’s prioritizing its
own interests. However, what should be emphasized now is that the restriction on transportation of
goods were more severe in Asia. One reason for this is the absence of supernational organizations like
the EU, which has delayed the promotion of regional cooperation. ASEAN is indeed a helpful
organization, but it is no more than an organization founded on cooperation between nations, so its
authority is limited, which made it difficult for countries to help each other. So, please bear in mind

that the logistical disruptions were more severe in Asia.

4-2. The influence of China

Next, I would like to show you again the influence of China and the RMB. China’s proximity to
many other foreign countries makes its influence felt even more strongly. The Belt and Road Initiative
strategy currently being promoted by China includes a large area of Southeast Asia. If an RMB
economic zone is created here, every single country will be forced to participate in this economic zone.
However, is this participation favourable for Asian countries? The experience of the Asian currency
crisis has made it clear that it is extremely dangerous to be dependent on a single currency - the dollar
in that case, and in that sense, the transition from the current dollar dominated system to an RMB

system will not ultimately change the danger.



Fig 3. One Belt, One road Strategy and global relations (Source: Sphere Identity, 2018)

4-3. Summation

From this perspective, I would like to state that Asia should introduce the Asian Monetary Unit
(AMU). This is a basket currency mainly used as a settlement or reserve asset. The introduction of
this system will reduce exchange rate volatility and promote interregional trade, which has been
stagnant during the coronavirus pandemic. Additionally, by including China as a participating
country, a situation where other participants can benefit from the RMB, but not overly dependent on

it can be achieved.

5. Conclusion
So, this is my conclusion; the Euro will retain its current state although it is difficult to strengthen
its international role, and in Asia, the introduction of a basket currency is possible and will be

beneficial to this region.
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Financial Reconstruction in Germany

Chie Hu

Why did the financial reconstruction succeed in Germany from 2011-2015?

This is An analysis of the factors which led Germany to success in its financial reconstruction.

1. Introduction

During the Cold War, Germany was divided into East Germany and West Germany. They
reunited in 1990, but there was a huge wage gap between East and West Germany. The average wage
in West Germany was about 4 times that of East Germany. To fill this gap, the government had
implemented a series of policies, and these are three main policies aiming to close the wage gap.

First, the government adjusted the wages to the same level, so East Germans could earn as
much as West Germans do. However, many companies in East Germany didn’t have enough money
to increase the wages, so they decided to dismiss employees. East side’s unemployment rate increased
from 0 to 20%, while the Western side’s was at 5.7% without any big changes. They also applied
unemployment benefits to all Germans including East Germany. This aimed to eliminate the social
gap, but this policy worsened the financial situation of Germany by significantly increasing
government spending. Public debt doubled in only 5 years from 1989 to 1995. Thirdly, they raised
taxes to increase government income. This was aimed at balancing the government budget, but  the
negative effects prevailed over the positive, which lowered Germany’s economic growth and
international competitiveness.

Since Germany was facing these three difficulties, low economic growth, a high unemployment
rate, and a fiscal deficit, Germany was called the “sick man of Europe” during that time. However,
nowadays, Germany has a stable rate of growth, low unemployment rate and fiscal surplus. The

economy has successfully recovered from that time.

2. Data

In this research, the analysis will be focused on the change in the financial budget of Germany
from 2011 to 2015. The main reason is that it was the period when the debt brake rule was

implemented in Germany.
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Graphl: Fiscal balance to GDP in Germany
(Source: [ I A v IABUNZ DHEFE] 2022)

As Graphl shows, the fiscal balance to GDP ratio improved from 2011 to 2015. It could be
concluded that Germany had successfully balanced their income and spending. There are multiple

factors that led Germany to a successful financial reconstruction, and these three are the main factors:
e The introduction of the euro
e The labour market reform

e The debt brake rule

3. First Factor - The Introduction of the Euro-

After WW2, Germany adopted the euro from 1999 and started using it from 2002. Since it was
the result of a monetary union, the value of the euro is decided by the economies of all countries using
it. As the economy of Germany is stronger than that of other countries, the euro become a cheap
currency for Germany which didn’t correctly reflect the country’s economic situation.

Adopting the euro lead to stable economic growth in Germany. Since the economies of other
countries in the monetary union are not as strong as Germany’s, the euro is cheaper than the Mark.
Since Germany is so heavily dependent on exports that 50% of its GDP comes from exports. A stable
cheap currency helps Germany to increase exports and derive continuous benefits from it.

The stable economic growth after adopting the euro helped to gain support for cutting the budget.
In favorable economic situation the needs for the social security decreases so it is easier  to get
support for budget cuts in a better economic situation. Also, when the economy has a deflationary

gap, the government might need to use fiscal policy to close the gap since they can’t



implement monetary policy freely. But if there is stable economic growth, there is no need for it.
Therefore, adopting the euro creates a favourable environment for the government to do financial

reconstruction.

4. Second Factor - Labour Market Reform-

In the labour reform, the former Chancellor of Germany, Shroeder, implemented Agenda2010
aimed to strengthen the competitiveness of Germany. Agenda2010 includes labour reform, reform in
social security, and tax reform.

In the labour reform, the time of distributing unemployment benefits was shortened. Since
unemployed workers cannot rely on unemployment benefits for a long time, this gives people more
incentive to search for jobs. The employment protection legislation was changed to decrease the high
unemployment rate. The Meister system had been partially removed from some sectors. Creating new
jobs became easier, so it is especially beneficial for the younger generation who don’t have advanced
skills. Also, the rules for dismissing employees were altered. The barriers to entering or leaving the
labour market in different sectors were removed so the mobility and the efficiency of the labour market
increased.

Therefore, Agenda2010 is effective in financial reconstruction by increasing the international

competitiveness and creating a stable economy in the long term.

5. Third Factor — The Debt Brake Rule-

The debt brake rule is a new law stipulating that “The pending must balance with the income

without any borrowing” which started from 2009, and implemented from 2011. From 2011 to 2015,
only the basic rule was applied. The law stated that the government must make sure the structural
fiscal balance to GDP is over 0.35%, and over 0.00% for local government. Check accounts are used
to monitor whether the government, or the local governments achieve the goal. Next year’s budget
will be partially cut if their spending goes over the limit. This creates an incentive for the government
to strictly follow the rules.

These are some examples of how the brake rule was applied in policy making, and how it  was
effective. In 2009, FDP and CDU agreed to decrease taxes, but they decided not to implement the
policy since the brake rule took effect. The rule successfully stopped the financial balance  from
getting worse. Also, when ‘the greens’ (one of the left-wing parties) proposed to increase government
spending by issuing public bonds, Germany’s former chancellor Merkel rejected this by using the
fiscal balance aim in the debt brake rule as the reason. If there is no debt brake rule, these types of
spending might take place since there is less incentive for the government to control the budget. This
rule might have stopped the government to get more support by increasing the unnecessary spending.

They might promise to increase the amount of social security or give out



more subsidies to collect votes from citizens. But since the debt brake rule was implemented, voters
might question the credibility of the candidate, which made it difficult for the government to hold
these claims. This law might have changed the mindset regarding government spending, which could
indirectly lead to less spending.

Therefore, the debt brake rule is effective in limiting public spending which directly leads to an

improvement of the government’s budget.

6. Relationship Between These Factors

Three factors which made the financial reconstruction in Germany a success are interrelated and
constantly affecting each other. It was difficult to balance their budget without any of these factors.

The debt brake rule was essential. It directly balanced the fiscal accounts since it is a law which
all government needs to follow. However, if there is no favourable economic situation created by
the labour market reform and adoption of the euro, the debt brake rule might result in a recession. If
the government implemented the debt brake rule in recession, budget cuts followed by the rules might
create disagreement from the citizens. It will worsen the economic situation and the government might
try to avoid following this rule. Therefore, although the debt brake rule might be the most important
factor in financial reconstruction, the labour market reform and adopting the euro created the
important economic environment for fiscal reconstruction.

Labour market reform and the introduction of the euro are interrelated as well. Germany’s labour
market reform increased the efficiency, and lowered wages, so it improved the international
competitiveness of Germany. However, many mini-jobs (low-wage jobs) were created after this
policy was implemented which might have limited the economic growth. But since Germany
adopted the euro, they were able to achieve stable economic growth by increasing exports. On  the
other hand, if a labour market reform was not implemented, Germany might not be able to increase
exports. Even if the currency became cheaper, strict rules in the labour market would have increased
the costs of production which would have resulted in higher products prices and a lower international
competitiveness of Germany.

Therefore, the introduction of the euro, the labour market reform, and the debt brake rule are

factors which affect each other, and which made Germany's fiscal reconstruction a success.
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Religious Discrimination in France

Yuki Uno

What are the possible causes of discrimination against descendants of Maghreb immigrants in France?
Further investigation into identifying similar causes between the cases of discrimination

towards certain ethnic groups in France and Japan

1. Introduction

In recent decades, many incidents that portray the failure of integrating immigrants into
France have become apparent, especially those involving Maghrebi immigrants—for example, the
Islamic scarf controversy since 1989, the French riots in 2005, and the murder of Samuel Paty, a
French teacher, in 2020. Why is it so difficult to achieve unity between different communities? This
research investigates the possible causes of discrimination against descendants of Maghrebi

immigrants.

2. The History of Immigration in France

Major countries of origin for migrants in France are Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia, also
referred to as Maghreb countries. In 2021, the French national institute of statistics, INSEE,
estimated that 2.28M second-generation Maghreb immigrants live in France, which represents more
than one-third of the total second-generation immigrants. The reason why France has a large
population of people with a foreign origin is because during the period of reconstruction after World
Warll, France recruited immigrants from all over Europe, especially from former French colonies in
the Maghreb like Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia to compensate for the labour shortage. These
countries declare Islam as their official religion, so the majority of the Muslim population in France
are people of Maghreb origin. I want to clarify now that second-generation immigrants are people
who are born in France and have at least one parent who is an immigrant; hence, they have French

citizenship.

3. Cases and Studies on Discrimination against Maghrebi Immigrants
Next, I will move on to the identified cases and studies of discrimination towards French

Muslims in France. Researcher Marie-Anne Valfort conducted an experiment where she submitted
resumes of fictitious individuals who were all French citizens of Lebanese origin to job openings. The
results conclude that the assumption that someone is Muslim rather than Christian or Jews is a

significant factor in the selection and Muslim applicants are less likely to be contacted by



employers for a job interview despite them being highly educated. Discrimination is not only seen in
the job market. After the 2015 terrorist attacks in Paris, there was a 223% increase in reports of abuse,
which consists of verbal and physical abuse. Moreover, women wearing hijabs, a headscarf that shows

religious belonging, were often the target of discrimination in public spaces.

4. Causes of Discrimination

As the research and statistics show, Islamophobia in France is salient. But, what causes the
alienation of Muslims?

One possible cause could be the French Republican values. Article 1 of the constitution states
that the government shall ensure the equality of all citizens before the law, without distinction of origin,
race or religion. Therefore, this means that as long as you are a French citizen, criteria such as ethnicity,
race, or religion that categorize individuals are negated. The dilemma of this value is that, disregarding
differences to ensure equality among people can hide the inequality that already exists. State
institutions are not allowed to process data of a personal nature indicating the racial or ethnic origins
of persons, which makes it impossible to identify inequality in employment or in the daily life that is
caused by ethnic differences.

Another possible cause is the weaponization of Laicite by politicians. Laicite is the
constitutional principle of secularism which states that religion, along with religious symbols and
attire, should be absent from the public sphere and only be expressed in the private sphere. This
principle was originally meant to guarantee religious freedom, but after multiple attacks by Islamic
extremists, politicians have been proposing laws that restrict religious freedoms, particularly ones that
target the Muslim community. For example, in 2004, the headscarf was banned to wear in government
buildings including schools and universities. In 2010, France passed a law that bans full-face
coverings in public. These target Muslim women who wear them. Moreover in 2021, a new bill was
passed that restricts home-schooling, online hate speech, and takes control of religious funding. These
reinforcements stigmatize the Muslim community as a threat. This is problematic for those Muslims
who identify themselves as French because they have a higher possibility of facing discrimination just
because of their attire, even if they aren’t devout Muslims.

Lastly, the effects of social media can also be discussed as a possible cause of discrimination.
The algorithm will allow users to only see what they want to see, which worsens the division between
people who have negative feelings towards Muslims and people who don’t. Moreover, the credibility
of the information released on social media cannot be verified, but those who use social media as the

main source will be more likely to be influenced by rumours or extreme opinions.



5. Discrimination in Japan Based on Ethnicity:
Looking at the Case of Zainichi-Koreans

Next, I will be talking about ethnic discrimination in Japan, and then move on to the similarities
between France and Japan.

In Japan, there are 270,000 Zainichi-Koreans who have the right to permanently stay in the
country. They are descendants of first-generation Korean immigrants who came to Japan during the
colonial period.

Mistreatment that Zainichi-Koreans have experienced is as shown on the slide. Regarding
bullying, 40% of the respondents in a survey said that they experienced bullying regarding their
ethnicity in elementary school. In terms of prejudice, some find it difficult to disclose their origin
when talking about marriage to their partners or their partner’s family. In terms of hate speech, there
was an extreme case in 2010, where members of xenophobic groups attacked Kyoto Korean Daiichi
Elementary School and verbally assaulted children on campus.

The possible causes of discrimination towards Zainichi are similar to the case of France. The
Japanese government does not collect any data regarding hate crimes and has no way to identify the
prejudices that lie in our society. Secondly, although the Hate Speech Act was passed in 2018, there is
no legal validity to this law since people who engage in hate speech are not penalized for their actions.
Thirdly, since Japan is a homogeneous society, we often do not recognize the discrimination that exists
in our surrounding environment. For example, in a colour pencil kit, the colour light orange is labeled
as “hadairo” which means skin colour. Another example is when a sumo wrestler who has won the
top-division title is covered in the news, the reporter would often emphasize the nationality of the
wrestler. As you can see, since Japan often categorize people or things according to certain features,

Japanese people may be racist without them even realizing.

6. Similarities between France and Japan in the Context of Ethnic Discrimination

As we examine the existing discrimination in France and Japan, two similarities can be noticed.
One is, governments not collecting data regarding discrimination based on ethnicity or origin. If no
data regarding mistreatment are accumulated, there is no way to acknowledge that discrimination
exists in the first place. Another is the lack of law enforcement. There must be heavier fines levied in

order to increase the credibility of the legal risks firms or individuals run when they discriminate.

7. Conclusion
Therefore, my answer to my research question, “What are the possible causes of discrimination
against descendants of Maghrebi immigrants in France?”, is the downside of French Republican

Values, the weaponization of Laicite by politicians and the media. Moreover, by comparing



France and Japan, the lack of data collection and law enforcement were the apparent causes of
discrimination. A possible solution other than improving these two points is the implementation of an
Equality Ombudsman, a government agency that works on behalf of the government to promote equal

rights and opportunities to combat discrimination.
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Possibility of Free Tertiary Education

Brennan McCabe

Is free tertiary education worth it, and if so, is it achievable in Japan?

Taking a closer look at its benefits and potential costs.

1. Introduction
Hello, everyone. My presentation is about public spending on tertiary, or higher education, and

whether free college is a possibility in Japan.

2. Assessment of the Present World

First, let me touch upon a recent trend in the world, where education is considered a right by the
developed world. You can see this in the fourth goal of the SDGs, and many countries offer free
education up to a certain level. In Japan, however, it is only until middle school or nine years of
education, that the government completely pays for, excluding lunch, uniforms, pencils, and erasers.
On the other hand, many European countries offer free tertiary education to all of their citizens, and
some even pay for foreign students. You can see this in the chart here. The blue represents private,
while the grey represents public. Just by looking at this chart, one may conclude that Japan’s education
is not so accessible for college students. Even if you study hard to get into a public university, which
is subsidized by the government, you’ll most likely have to pay half of the price of private, which is

around 7000 dollars a year.

3. Germany as an Example
Let’s take a look at Germany, a country with a similar scale in higher education. As you can see,

while the budget is smaller, Germany is able to afford the nearly three million population in
higher education. That is not to say the quality is bad, especially considering their economic capacity

and their professors’ salaries.

4. The Current Situation in Japan
So why is free higher education not achieved in Japan? Some reasons might include that

colleges are simply more expensive than German ones, in terms of raw cost. Japan’s universities are
commercialized at a large scale, as seen before in the slide with many graphs. This is also fuelled by
the accessible nature of student loans, with nearly half of Japanese students making use of them. If

students can simply take out loans to pay for overpriced education, there is no economic pressure



for colleges to decrease their prices. Another reason is, for public universities in Japan, the average

student-to-teacher ratio or TS ratio is more favourable to the students, which translates to higher costs.

5. Benefits of Higher Education

We all know the various benefits that a college education gives us. Salaries are by far the most
famous and objective scale that can be used to assess its value. But there are many more “passive”
benefits, which include, but are not limited to, skills that allow for a wider career internationally,

future tax revenue for the government, and many others such as these.

6. Difficulties Implementing it in Japan

So, with these in mind, Japan should strive to make higher education free. But could they? The
answer 1is, theoretically, yes. They definitely have the budget for it, and with major changes like
nationalizing the majority of colleges and allocating more funds from primary education and research,
they could make it happen. If you look at the budget of these two countries, it is obvious. They are
both allocating around 5% of their annual spending to research and education, with Japan’s budget
being around 740 billion Euros as of this month.

I could also go into detail about how with this budget, more can arguably be done and they’re

rather sloppy, but to end it in the short time I have, let me ask you a more general question to consider.

7. What We Should All Consider

I would like to ask the current students and citizens here, and possibly future parents, which part

of education do you believe the public should invest in? Here are some things to think about. The UK
and US are both known for their prestigious universities and shockingly high tuition. While private
universities do make prices go through the roof, they come with competitiveness within the schools
and lead to an acceleration in the actual quality of education. Other factors too obviously have to do
with this, but one reason the UK and US are said to have the best, most-known schools in the world,
is arguably due to their prices.

But also, primary education is said to be very important for an individual’s life. Instead of having
one teacher teach some 30 students, would it be better if they got more attention, or maybe got extra-

curricular activities subsidized? Let me hear what you think.
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French Living Standards

Takako Chisaka

Is France a wealthy country overall?

We will explore this from the perspective of labour and welfare.

1. Introduction

Hello everyone! My name is Takako, I’m currently a second-year student majoring in economics.
My presentation will be focusing on France’s living standards from the perspective of a Japanese
person living in Japan. To try to identify why the specific living standards are achieved in France, |

will be focusing on labour and welfare.

2. Motive and Research Question

A thought occurred to me when I watched a Netflix show called “Emily in Paris”. I'm sure a lot
of you are familiar with this show, which depicted a fabulous life full of parties and events in Paris.
Most characters were wearing high brand clothes every day and were living a very “sparkly” life. At
first, people would probably aspire that kind of lifestyle, and would assume that living in Paris is
actually full of those things. However, I heard from various people and saw on social media that this
show was getting a lot of backlash for idealizing the French lifestyle too much. Then, this brought me
to a question.

Are French people wealthy? From what I've heard from my French friends, my image of  the
French lifestyle is that the worktime is short, and people have long lunchbreaks. Comparing it with
the Japanese lifestyle that I’'m familiar with, I personally thought that France probably has a relatively
high standard of living.

3. What Is “Wealth”?

Before I get into the actual data that I gathered, I will first define wealth in my own way. 1 will
try to see if the French lifestyle fits into the “wealth” that I’ve defined. I came up with two factors that
need to be met to define a country as “wealthy”. The first is that most citizens must have enough
money to spend freely on something more than daily goods. This would include things like traveling,
dinners at restaurants, weekend shopping and so on. Second is that the majority of citizens must be

satisfied with their life. This could be seen by things like their happiness level, wages, and welfare.



4. Living Standards in France
Now, I’d like to start looking into the actual living standard of France. First, please look at this

map (Figure 1) published by the World Happiness Report. The scale is shown on the bottom. The
redder the country is, the happier the people are. It is difficult to measure people’s happiness on my
own, so I used this kind of existing data to see whether French people are overall happy with their life
or not. From this map, you can see that France is pretty close to orange-ish red, which means that

they’re relatively happy with their life.
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Figure 1: World Happiness Score 2021 (Source: The World Happiness Report 2020)

Next, there is a statement published by the OECD, “Money, while it cannot buy happiness, is
an important means of achieving higher living standards”. Money is usually not the only factor that
decides a person’s happiness level, but it sure is one of the largest factors. So, please take a look at
this graph (Figure 2) published in the OECD’s Better Life Index of France. OECD is mostly composed
of developed countries, but you can see that France has an average income that is $4000 higher than
the OECD average.

Household income

(household net adjusted disposable income, Average “—_—’*0.0—0—0—

USD at 2017 PPPs*, per capita) OECD FRA
~28000 ~32 000

Figure 2: France’s average household income (Source: OECD Better Life Index)
Lastly, I looked into a huge part of French culture, which is “vacances”. This data is from 2006

so it’s a little old, but I learned that 73.5% of the French citizens go on this long vacation called

“vacances”. Starting in August, most schools, offices, factories, and even authorities are



closed for a month. There’s even a system to help people without enough money so that they will be
able to go on vacation. The government would pay for their airplane tickets and so on. This suggests
that French people overall have a high standard of living because most of them can go on a long
vacation. It’s important that this vacation is available not only for the rich, but for the poor and the
middle class as well. This really helps to define the overall average life standard in France.

So, from all these data that I’ve collected, I concluded that the French lifestyle fits into my
definition of “wealthy”. Of course, France has various kinds of social issues just like other countries,

but from the observations that I’ve made, I can conclude that France has a relatively high life standard.

5. France’s Labour System
Now, I would like to explain my insights into why this type of life standard has been achieved

in France. First, I focused on labour. Please look at this graph (Figure 3) also published by the OECD.

Time off
(time allocated to leisure and personal care, Average ¢ o@o @m’o OO Q ¢
hours per day) OECD FRA

15 16.2

Figure 3: France’s average time off (Source: OECD Better Life Index)

You can see that France has an hour more time off per day compared to the OECD average. This
means that French people work an hour less compared to those in other developed countries. A
difference of one hour is huge if you think about it in a 24 hours scale. Also, there’s this law called
“Right to Disconnect”. This legally allows people to ignore work associated emails and calls on the
weekends and any other days they’re not at work. Lastly, the legal maximum weekly working hours
in France is 35 hours. However, in Japan and Germany, they’re set at a maximum of 40 hours a week.
Of course, not everyone works the legally set amount of hours, some people work less, some people
work even more. But it’s important to note that the legally set maximum working time is less than
other countries in the first place.

Also, I focused on the shift in the minimum wage in France. Since 2005, the minimum wage has
been increasing mostly every year. Now, it’s at 11.07 euros which is equivalent to 1540 yen. This is
so much more than the highest minimum wage in Tokyo right now. It’s important to note that the
same minimum wage is used across the whole country in France. In Japan, the minimum wage differs
between prefectures, and some prefectures have a minimum wage that is about 2 euros-worth lower
than Tokyo’s. This could be another reason why France as a whole country has a relatively high

standard of living.



6. France’s Welfare System
Next, I looked into the welfare system in France. I have learned that France spends the highest

percentage of their national GDP for social spending, which means that they’re spending the largest
amount of money on welfare. France even exceeded the total social spending of Finland. I expected
Scandinavian countries to be at the top of the list of social spending amount, so this was quite
surprising to me. Also, according to the OECD, the amount of money OECD countries spend on
welfare has been decreasing in the past 10 years, so it is even more impressive that France still spends
this much on welfare.

So, as an example, I collected some data about the unemployment insurance policy. France and
the UK have a similar policy, and they both spent the same amount of money on the policy, which
was 2 billion euros. However, if you look at the amount of people who received the money from this
policy in each country, you can learn that the UK distributed the money to about 400,000 more people.
This means that each person in France got more money from this policy compared to the UK. This
example really shows how the French welfare system is supporting its citizens so that they can achieve

a relatively high life standard.

7. Comparison with Japan’s Situation

Finally, I compared the data I’d collected to the ones from Japan. These two graphs (Figure 4 &
5) are also published in the OECD better life index, but from the Japan version.

Household income
(household net adjusted disposable income, Average
USD at 2017 PPPs*, per capita) OECD JPN
~28 000 ~29 000

Figure 4: Japan’s average household income (Source: OECD Better Life Index)

Time off
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Figure 5: Japan’s average time off (Source: OECD Better Life Index)

You can see that Japan’s average income does exceed the OECD average, but only slightly and
it is $3000 less than France. However, the Japanese average time off is now an hour LESS than the
OECD average. From what I’ve seen, most Japanese people don’t even get 14 hours of time off per
day, they work even more than this average data. Comparing these two sets of data with the ones of

France, I can conclude that Japanese people work more than French people but get paid less than them.



8. Conclusion

So, from all the data that I collected, I concluded that France’s lifestyle is relatively wealthy. The
reason why I’ve been emphasizing about the relativeness is because I of course cannot conclude
anything about France’s overall living standards since I have never lived there, and I am also not
French. However, compared to the Japanese lifestyle that I’'m familiar with, I saw a big difference
between the labour and welfare systems in France and Japan, which made me believe that France has

a higher standard of living, comparatively speaking.
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The Implications of the PACS (Solidarity Civil Agreement)
for Japanese Society

Xiao Chen

Do we need a system which is similar to PACS in Japan?

1. Introduction

Over the last decade, many countries have made progress in the legalization of same sex
marriage. In France, which has legalized same sex marriage in 2013, had implemented the PACS
system as the first milestone. Do we need a system that is similar to PACS in Japan? This will be the
main topic of my presentation today. My presentation will introduce the background and the evolution
of PACS and its contents at the beginning, then examine possible positive and negative social reactions

and finally its implications on Japanese marriages and society.

2. What is PACS?

PACS stands for "civil solidarity pact" in French and is a legal contract between adult couples.
When a couple signs this contract, it grants the almost the same rights as married couples regardless
of the sex. Under PACS, couples will: receive an estate tax deduction; be allowed to declare joint tax
after three years; be less likely to be transferred to a remote location when either one is a government
employee. PACS guarantees legal rights and financial benefits for same sex couples living together in

France.

3. Historical Background
There are two main factors that pushed the creation of PACS in France. First is the increasing

pressure from world-wide effort to stop the discrimination against same-sex couples. Second is the
attempt to grant legal rights and benefits to heterosexual couples who live together without formal

marriage.

4. Positive Impacts
PACS was a significant step forward toward full equal rights for same-sex couples. After PACS,

same-sex couples can enjoy more tax benefits than ever before, such as Social Security, inheritance,
and housing rental agreements. Studies have also shown that PACS also had a positive effect in the
French fertility rate. In France, families with many children receive a large number of benefits and
childcare is ensured. Combined with the effect that PACS brings, this has led to growth in France's

overall fertility rate.



5. Problems

In the meantime, a wide range of disputes took place. Religious groups and conservative political
parties oppose the civil solidarity pacts, saying PACS will destroy the traditional family system.
Moreover, although PACS was a significant step forward, it still does not fully give same- sex
marriages the exact same rights as opposite-sex marriages. However, once PACS was created, the
government was satisfied and hesitated to make further efforts for a long period of time. Furthermore,

the court did not allow same-sex couples to adopt a child and use artificial methods of reproduction.

6. Change
The French government made changes after PACS was implemented. In 2005, the difference in

tax treatment between married couples was eliminated. Finally, in 2013, same-sex marriage had been
officially recognized. In 2021, a law extending the assistance of reproductive technologies, including

artificial insemination and in vitro fertilization to single women and female couples, was passed.

7. Implications for Japanese Society
In Japan, there has been a recent trend of local authorities issuing partnership certificates, with

Shibuya City in Tokyo taking the lead. However, these certificates are not legally binding. There are
still many obstacles for the legalization of same-sex marriage in Japan. It is worth exploring the
implementation of a system similar to PACS in Japan. We can expect that more attention will be paid
to the LGBTQ community and support for the equal rights for same-sex couples will increase. The
benefits of PACS can also be enjoyed by heterosexual couples in Japan. Under the current system, it
is mandatory for a couple to share the same surname when getting married. However,  if a system
similar to PACS is implemented in Japan, couples who do not wish to have the same surname can
avoid it by taking advantage of the system. However, that there are several points to consider when
introducing PACS in Japan. Studies on PACS show that creating civil pacts which are looser than
legal marriage contributes to the rise of fertility rates. However, that might not be true in Japan
because the number of couples who live together is low compared to France. In addition, surveys have
shown that same-sex couples in Japan have different priorities and needs compared to those in France.
For example, in Japan, while the access to medical and welfare resources and financial support has
high demand from same-sex couples, they do not look positively about being bound by the duties of
traditional marriage laws in Japan. Therefore, it is crucial to take these unique demands and needs of
Japanese same-sex couples into consideration when exploring the feasibility of introducing a PACS-

like system in the country.



8. Conclusion

In conclusion, the central idea of PACS was that it was originally aimed to provide legal
security for same-sex couples. PACS has developed along with the changing needs of society. As can
be seen from the current situation in Japan, the inequalities faced by the LGBTQ communities and
the declining birthrate are becoming more and more problematic. The need to consider the
introduction of a system like PACS in Japan to provide more rights for couples, regardless of their
gender, is higher than ever. I believe that constructive discussions should be continued toward the

establishment of more equal rights for same-sex couples. Thank you for listening.
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An Analysis of the Distribution of Seats in the European
Parliament

Kazuya Kato

What are possible ways to achieve an equal distribution of seats in the European Parliament?

We will consider this from the viewpoint of two types of equality.

1. Background Information

Before I get to the point, let me give you some background information about the EU and the
European Parliament so that you can better understand my presentation.

First, EU law is very unique in that it takes precedence over the laws of the EU member
countries. Therefore, EU law is crucial to those countries. The European Parliament has legislative
power in the EU and is deeply involved in the enactment of EU law. In addition, the Parliament has
the final say on electing the President of the European Commission. Since the President is the head of
the EU administration, this is another important role of the Parliament. Thus, the European Parliament
has various vital roles and powers, and it goes without saying that the distribution of the
number of seats that make up this Parliament is a significant issue.

Next, here is some information about the distribution of seats. First, MEPs (MEP stands for
“member of the European Parliament”) are elected by each member country. In other words, each
country elects as many members as the number of seats it is given. The seats can vary between 6
and 96, in proportion to the population of each country. However, in reality, the distribution
is not completely proportional to population, but is rather based on the principle of diminishing
proportionality. This means countries with smaller populations are given more seats than the exact

proportional distribution.

2. The Current Distribution of Seats

Now, let’s get to the main topic. Through my presentation I would like you to think about what
“equal seat allocation” means for the European Parliament and what political equality means.

The allocation of seats has been revised due to Brexit in 2019, so I will speak based on the latest
number of seats. The gray bars in this figure represent the number of seats before Brexit  and the
blue bars represent the corresponding number after Brexit. The fewest number of seats is six, including
Malta and Luxembourg, while Germany, the country with the most seats, has 96, indicating a large

difference among the member countries.
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Fig.1 The current distribution of seats (Source: European Parliament 2020)

At this point, let’s consider the disparity in the number of voters per representation. This graph
shows the number of voters divided by the number of seats in the European Parliament. For example,
in Germany, about one member of parliament is elected for every 710,000 people, while in Malta the
ratio is about one per 60,000 people. This means there is a 12 times disparity in the value of a vote
between Germany and Malta. In other words, it is as if each Maltese citizen has 12 votes when
compared to the German citizen, which is not fair. As the graph shows, the current distribution of seats

places countries with large populations at a disadvantage.
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Fig.2 The disparity in the number of voters per representation (Source: 5L D #2022, eurostat2022)



3. The Distribution of Seats Based on the Population Proportionality

Therefore, we must consider the distribution of seats based on complete population
proportionality as much as possible. The following method was used here. First, divide the number of
voters in each country by some constant number. Second, round that value to the nearest integer. Third,
adjust the constant number so that the sum of those values equals 705 which is the current total number
of seats. Using this method to determine the constant number, it was found to be 504,000.

This graph shows the number of new seats in each country when the constant is calculated  as
504,000. As you can see, countries with large populations, such as Germany and France, have a
significantly increased number of seats, while countries with small populations, such as Malta, have

seen a considerable decrease in their number of seats.
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Fig.3 The distribution of seats based on the population proportionality
(Source: DO FF2022, eurostat2022)

This graph shows the disparity in the number of voters per representation for the new distribution.
You can see that it has approached a fairly equal situation. Although rounding makes this population
proportion imperfect, the disparity has narrowed to a maximum of 1.86 times, compared to 12 times

for the current distribution.
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4. Another Kind of Equality
Next, let us consider another kind of equality. Based on population proportion, the country with

the largest number of seats can have an advantage in the Parliament. To take an extreme example, if
a meeting is held with 50 people and 49 are from Country A and only one is from Country B, it is
clear that a conclusion in favor of Country A is likely to be reached. This problem can be solved by
making all member countries have the same number of seats. For example, every country has one
vote, likewise in the United Nations General Assembly. This is also an equal distribution of seats in

the sense that the positions and opinions of all member countries can be equally reflected.

5. A Comparison of the Two Types of Equality

@In order to consider which of the two types of equality we have discussed so far should be
chosen, we must think about what the European Parliament represents. However, there are actually
two sides to this problem, neither of which cannot be ignored. One is the European Parliament as  a
representative of the EU citizens and the other as a representative of the member countries. If we give
precedence to the former, complete population proportionality is appropriate, and if the latter, the
same number of seats per member state is appropriate. In my opinion, a way of seat allocation that

emphasizes only the equality of one or the other kind should be avoided.

6. Conclusion

Although the allocation of seats on the basis of diminishing proportionality could be



considered one of the possible compromises, I would like to propose a completely different plan here
with reference to the United States Congress. That is introducing a bicameral system in the European
Parliament. Specifically, one house would be composed of the same number of members elected in
each country, and the other house will have seats allocated on the basis of complete population
proportionality which I have already discussed. Although various issues need to be considered for the
actual implementation of a proposal like this, such as the need to separate the agendas to be discussed
in the two Houses, such a bicameral system could ensure the simultaneous application of the two

kinds of equality, so I think this is worth considering.
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The Possibility of Introducing a Gender Quota System for
Company Board in Japan

Risako Usui

What is expected of the women involved in order for Japanese society to accept the quota system.

We will refer to prior cases in France.

1. Introduction

One of the systems used in society as a means of resolving disparities and discrimination is
positive action. This system aims to realize substantial equal opportunity by, for example,
providing special opportunities to a certain extent to those disadvantaged due to social or structural
discrimination. In Japan, the Equal Employment Opportunity Law was enacted in 1999 as the first
positive action law. Ever since, positive actions have been introduced in various political, economic,
and other fields, and they have contributed to birding the gender gaps in both Japan  and other
countries. Nevertheless, Japan is left behind in terms of gender equality as evidenced by various
indicators such as the Gender Gap Report. While much of the previous literature points to the
existence of a legally binding quota system as the reason for this gap, there is a limited body  of
literature that suggests means of building social consensus to enable the introduction of such a system.

This paper first introduces the quota system to increase the percentage of female managers in
Japan, from a France-Japan comparison perspective. It also examines what is needed to foster social

consensus building to make the introduction of a quota system possible.

2. The role of the quota system

One innovative means of reducing gender disparities in Japanese companies is a gender quota
system with legal implementation. A gender quota system is a positive measurement instrument aimed
at accelerating the achievement of gender-balanced participation and representation by establishing a
defined proportion (percentage) or several places or seats to be filled by or allocated to, women and/or
men, generally under certain rules or criteria.

In France, as a result of the introduction of the director quota law with fines in 2011, the
percentage of female directors rose from 7.2% in 2007 to 45.1% in 2020. Japan, on the other hand,
has been on an upward trend in recent years, but still lags behind other developed countries previously,
at 12.6% in 2022. Over the past decade, Japan has seen several new initiatives, such as the
amendment of the law in 2014 to make it mandatory to include the number and ratio of female and

male executives in integrated reports, and the formulation of the Fourth Basic Plan



for Gender Equality (2015), which aims to increase the ratio of women in managerial positions  to
15% by 2020. However, none of these measures include fines or other enforceable measures as seen
in France. Of course, to improve the low ratio of female executives in Japan, it is essential to
simultaneously address multiple related issues such as the education system, childcare support, and
male participation in childcare, but it can be inferred from the examples of other countries such  as
France that the introduction of a legally binding quota system will have certain numerical and tangible
effects. What barriers does Japanese society face when seeking to introduce a quota system with such

benefits?

3. 4 Conditions that promote quota implementation

Since quotas have already been implemented in 100 countries, there is an accumulation of
research on the political conditions that promote their implementation. Krook suggests that the
strategic decisions of political elites and the female vote that encourage them, international pressure,
and affinity with political culture and norms are the 4 main conditions that drive society to adopt the

gender quota system.

the introduction of a legally binding quota system

the strategic
decisions of

affinity with
political culture
and norms

political elites and Strong women's international
the female vote movement pressure,
that encourage
them

Drawn up originally based on Krook’s thesis

4. What Japanese society lacks
According to Miura, of the four elements mentioned in the previous Decter, the particular

problem in Japan is the lack of momentum in the women’s movement. Although women’s groups
in Japan may be small in size, they have been able to form alliances and flexibly deal with focused
issues. A wide variety of women’s organizations must work together on the single issue of introducing
quotas. In France, where the parité law was introduced, it is known that the debate in the parliament,

cross-party solidarity and lobbying by women politicians, and discussions centered



on feminist intellectuals had a strong influence, while the social movement for the parité law by
general citizens’ groups played an important role (Bereni 2015). However, in Japan, there is a general
agreement that not only women’s movements but also social movements are generally weak in Japan.
In Japan, the quota system has not yet been fully recognized by society, and therefore, the social
consensus on the quota system has not yet been formed to the fullest extent, according to a previous
study.

Furthermore, it is assumed that the awareness of the women themselves is also related to the
low level of women’s movement activity. Data is showing that women’s motivation for promotion is
extremely low compared to men’s. The study conducted using a database of surveys of
companies, managers, and general employees, conducted an empirical analysis of the determinants of
the willingness of men and women to be promoted and found that the percentage of general employees
who wanted to be promoted to manager or higher was 52 percentage points higher for men than
for women, but a 44-point gender gap remained after adjusting for individual and company attributes.

Furthermore, when 1,065 female managers were surveyed about their motivation for being
promoted to a managerial position (section manager or above), 58.7% said they were “asked by their
supervisor and readily accepted,” followed by 25.5% who said they were “asked by their supervisor
and had no choice but to accept,” and 11.9% who said they “wanted to accept (on their initiative). The
fact that more than 80% of the respondents became managers at the urging of their superiors suggests
that Japanese women have not yet created the conditions that would encourage them to voluntarily

introduce a quota system.

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, I have first suggested that the introduction of a legally binding quota system will
have tangible effects on improving gender equality in corporate boards in Japan. Despite its advantage,
it was also inferred that a lack of momentum in the women’s movement in Japan hold back its
implementation. Indeed, Social movements are generally weak in Japan but also, the fact that
women’s motivation for promotion is extremely low compared to men’s leads to a low level of
women’s movement activity. I conclude that it is necessary to create an environment where women
voluntarily recognize a need for its implementation and are encouraged to express their voices to the

public to build social consensus to introduce a quota system .
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Casel-b) MITSUBISHI
Recycle system in Carbon Fiber business e

Based in Wischafen (near Stade), Germany.

MCC owned in 2020

- CFKValleyStade Recycling GmbH & Co. KG(CFK)
carboNXT GmbH(cNXT)

-Liscensed Carbon Fiber Reinforced Plastic(CFRP)
recycling company.

- Waste collection from Airbus ,BMW etc

o
Dusseldorf

°
Frankfurt

+  Business scope
-collection, recycling, and sales of CFRP products
-Recycle with the Pyrolysis Process
- Variety of recycled CF/CFRPproducts
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@ for petrochemical operation; for plastic recycling;
Optimization of operations by integration Chemical recycling of waste plastics

« Conversion of fuel into petrochemicals, e.g., « Installation of an oilification facility for waste
butane cracking plastic

« Optimization of naphtha quality and mutual + Investment in REFINVERSE to secure waste
exchange of utilities and infrastrggture plastic as raw material

Waste plastics

Plastic liquefaction
facility

Primary
processing

Petroleum

Crude oil refining Cracker Polymer Processing Plastic products
i Chemical i
v derivatives A4
Gasoline Disposal
Circular Economy Example 2 A &"ESMUE'ASL
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3. Visits at Tokio Marine Europe
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Tokio Marine Europe S.A. (TME) O#i=

nERRIREE
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4. Visits in Japan Airlines
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1. Warm-up: Why airfreight?

What are the advantages of airfreight?
What kinds of goods are preferably transported by air?
Time-sensitive goods

Perishable good
Emergency relief supplies

Medical products
Fragile goods High value goods

Live animals

[ Materials for scientific research ]
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5. Visits at The Japan Fondation
(Maison de la Culture du Japon a Paris)
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Chapter 4
PERSONAL REFLECTIONS
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Socially Distanced Autopsy on the Modern World

Minhyoung Lee

As I stepped into the century-old library building, pondering on what to write on my personal
review about the year-long seminar for the field study to Europe, the signboard hung in front of the
main door suddenly caught my attention. Nothing was special; it was a small, simple signboard, with
a well-known Latin phrase written on it. TEMPUS FUGIT - time flies, it said. For some reason, the
reality that the year 2022 is ending finally hit me hard at that exact moment.

Time did fly. It is hard to believe that eight months have passed since the seminar started, and
already ended few weeks ago. It is hard to believe that three years have passed since the Covid-19
pandemic began. It is hard to believe that ten months have passed since a European country, a
permanent member of the United Nations Security Council, launched a full-scale invasion to other
European country, one of the most economically vulnerable nations in the continent. The war did
not only cause numberless deaths and atrocities reported from the region, but also boosted various
economic and social anomalies which were already ongoing due to the pandemic. Such unprecedented
circumstances eventually stymied our plans of going on a field study to Europe, which seemed very
likely at the beginning of the year.

Notwithstanding the global turmoil and changing plans, I have learned and improved a lot
through participating in the seminar. By conducting a thorough research, scrutinising numerous tomes
and treatises, and writing a research paper, [ was able to strengthen my critical reading skills and an
ability to systemise the study from its beginning to the end. Online visits to various enterprises and
organisations provided invaluable information with vivid accounts of the actual vocational life in each
industry. Not to mention the online conference with the students at Université Paris Cité, which was a
precious opportunity to directly communicate with the students in Europe.

I would like to refrain from asserting that our alternative online field study was a perfect
substitute for an actual field trip. Nevertheless, in spite of a deep regret lingering in my heart, I  also
think the prevalent sense of uncertainty and frustration also stimulated my research to reflect the
contemporary situation of Europe. The European continent, technically a few countries in the western
part of it, has been a leader of the world for centuries. They made the rules of modern world and
disseminated a good number of new ideas to the world, such as human rights, cultural relativism,
western democracy, capitalism, as well as nation state, colonialism, fascism, and hegemonism.
The last century saw the collapse of Europe and its struggle to regain the international presence. The
world order established by the Europeans has not fully but certainly failed in some ways, and the
aftermaths are now threatening the European themselves. An ongoing crisis and eventually cancelled

field trip feels like a painful but inevitable part of this year’s program, and the
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discussions regarding the related topics were the most memorable part of the seminar.

For me, the year-long research was akin to performing an autopsy. Europe did not “die out”, but
it “stays alive” in a different way, yet ill. To understand and cope with the illnesses modern- day
Europe and the whole world suffer, it was critical to cut through and open up the thick shell of the
vague images overlaid upon the old empires and outdated paradigms, which still casts a long shadow
on our modern societies.

This autopsy of mine could not have been delivered without significant support of the
seminar’s other members. Every class meeting was an inspiration and a broadening of perspective. 1
am deeply grateful to Professor Masuda, who supplied us with precise and professional help in  all
aspects of the seminar, including the meticulous comments for the research paper and during the
discussion session. I would also like to thank Professor Martchev for assisting with English and
presentation skills.

Special thanks to the fellow students for all the thought-provoking comments and personal
encouragement. It was the first time after my three-year hiatus in studying to take part in a class with
such vibrant and open-minded atmosphere. As I was not from the faculty of economics, I was quite
worried if I could not give out any constructive comments during the discussion or meaningful
feedback to their research. However, it turned out to be a valuable opportunity to explore a totally
new field of study, thanks to the passion and excellence of the students. It was a great honour to study
and discuss with such brilliant students. Times are hard, but I still have faith in all my fellows to enjoy
and improve themselves while they study abroad.

I send my best wishes for all the aforementioned, wherever they may be and whatever they may

do. Thank you.
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Looking back on the Days I Spent at Prof. Masuda’s Seminar

Yoshitaka Nakajima

It is hard to believe that it’s been almost a year since my friends and I first introduced
ourselves to one another, sitting on the lawn of the West Campus. In April, I thought that a whole year
seminar was just so long and I wasn’t sure I would be able to enjoy it. But gradually I started to take
great pleasure in going to school on Tuesday and spending some time at the seminar with them. They
were so friendly and sociable, and it was fun to be with them. It’s a great shame that we couldn’t go

to Europe, but I am quite satisfied that I got to know Professor Masuda and everyone in the seminar.
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The Importance of Not Being Obsessed with Numbers

Koki Kozu

What I have learnt in this seminar is the importance of not being obsessed with numbers. I will
describe this in more detail here.

The lectures about economics which I took when I was a first-year student were four beginner
classes — Introduction to Economics, Introduction to Economic History, Introduction to Statistics, and
Introduction to Economic Thought — plus introductory microeconomics. I would like you to imagine,
from this series of classes, that I was trapped with calculations and numbers. In these lectures,
although I learnt numerous things, including the theory of equilibrium and the way to analyse some
data, most of which were used in solving the math problems related to economic problem sets. When
I was able to solve economic problem sets — utility maximization problems, cost minimization
problems, equilibrium points, and so forth — I was honestly happy because I felt that [ was gradually
becoming able to adapt myself to realistic economic phenomena. As I repeated this process, however,
I came under the illusion that it was natural to measure the economy with numerical values before I
knew it. In other words, I had fallen into a kind of biased “numerical supremacy”, thinking that I can’t
analyse the economy without numbers. While it’s true that some concrete figures are needed to discuss
economic phenomena, I had gone beyond that point, and my stance was that the numerical values
were totally sufficient for analysis.

This was such an extreme way of thinking that I was puzzled when I first entered this seminar.
Because there were no calculations or numbers at all! I felt like, “Why? Despite the fact that this  is
an economics seminar”. Our first activity was reading in a circle, far from anything to do with
numbers! I confess, I wasn’t very motivated at first. This was because I assumed that the seminar
would focus on European economics and that we would be analyzing it with numerical values.

However, as I continued with our seminar activities, I realized one important thing. That is that
numbers are not everything. I don’t remember the exact timing, but I realized at a certain moment this
essential thing that everyone would take for granted. In considering the present, it is significant to
discuss how the past was, and in that sense, a deeper understanding of European history through
reading in a circle will be the foundation for analysing the present itself. Additionally, in analysing
the present, it is significant to research how production takes place in an economy, and in that sense,
a series of corporate surveys will be the foundation for discussing labour and production differences
between Japan and Europe. Furthermore, in confirming whether or not my analysis is correct, it is
significant to view it from various perspectives, and in that sense, frequent discussions with people
from various backgrounds in the seminar will be the foundation for nurturing the idea of relativization

and objectivity.
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Thus, when looking back, I realized once again that all of the seminar activities had very crucial
aspects, which have helped and will help me elaborate my research. I have the same idea about the
importance of numerical values in analysis, but through this seminar, [ have come to understand that
numbers alone do not play the leading role, but the context, background, and arguments for using
them are equally essential. This seminar was only one year long, but I am convinced that what I learnt

here will remain with me for decades to come.
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Living with an Awareness of the Issues

Nao Tozuka

I participated in the Short-term Overseas Study in Europe because I wanted to take advantage of
one of Hitotsubashi University's characteristics, which is to have low barriers between faculties thus
allowing me to acquire a wide range of knowledge according to my interests, and to develop my
ability to perceive things from multiple perspectives, not only from a legal perspective but also from
economic, social, and cultural perspectives, by participating in this program. Furthermore, although
the period during which I can actually conduct on-site research in Europe is limited, the curriculum
provides a one-year seminar format for preparing for the research, analysing and understanding the
current situation in the EU, discovering and trying to find solutions to global issues, and improving
our communication skills of using English along the way. I was attracted by the fact that the
curriculum provides students with the opportunity to visit the site and conduct overseas research as
the culmination of their studies, after they have acquired more knowledge, a global perspective, and
communication skills. In addition, I found this program when I was away from the experience of
devoting myself to something during the Covid-19 crisis, so I wanted to focus on one thing by
expanding on my own interests together with other Hitotsubashi students with various backgrounds
for a year.

Looking back on the one-year seminar, I feel that it was a very fulfilling time, as we deepened
our thinking on various aspects, ranging from social issues to future career perspectives, such as a
deeper study of European history and the characteristics of each country, writing our own research
reports, receiving lectures by our university seniors working in Europe, exchange meetings with
students from the University of Paris, and discussions on crisis awareness regarding the Ukrainian
war. I feel that I had a very productive time, deepening my thinking from a variety of perspectives. I
believe that it is because I was able to accumulate a variety of experiences which I had never had
before. Through this irreplaceable opportunity, I was able to find a consistent axis that [ should cherish
in the future. That is, to always live with an awareness of the issues. It was very stimulating to spend
time with my fellow seminar students, each of whom has interests and concerns in a wide range of
fields and lives with an awareness of issues. By placing myself to such an environment, I feel that
I was able to expand the meaning of learning in every direction. I am grateful to my seminar members
and the professor for reminding me of this. I will continue to be aware of the issues of the world and

I would like to take action and proactively work on the things I want to change and challenge.
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The Importance of Learning Together

Mizuki Tamura

I participated in this program, mainly because I was interested in France. When I was a first-
year student, I learned about French society, culture and education in the process of studying French
as my second foreign language. For example, I learned that education in France is quite different from
what we have in Japan, which piqued my interest. I thought I would be able to know more about
France by taking part in this program. Also, I was very interested in spending one year, which seems
long compared to other courses, researching one thing. I expected that this program would give me a
precious opportunity that may help me prepare for studying in my Main Seminar during my junior
and senior years. In addition, the fact that we can make a presentation in front of university students
studying in Paris and get feedback from them seemed exciting because undergraduate students in
Japan, like me, usually can get little feedback or advice from foreign students even when they research
on something related to foreign countries. Also, I thought I would be able to broaden my perspectives
by meeting students with various backgrounds and learning with them for four semesters.

Now, looking back on the program as a whole, I have got more things than I expected before.
First of all, I can analyse things more deeply thanks to a lot of advice and important questions from
my teacher and fellow students. There were many things that I would not have realized if [ had done
the research alone. Also, I learned a lot from other people's research on subjects [ hadn’t known well
before, such as nuclear sharing, economic policy in Germany, regional language in France, etc. They
gave me great awareness that [ cannot get by taking classes in my faculty. Of course, I think I can
improve my ability in academic research like finding necessary books and data, reading and using
them accurately, and structuring them from a broad perspective. In particular, I think I learned a lot
from the experience of reading one book on world history over the course of a year, which will be
useful for me in the future. One of the things I sincerely appreciate is the presence of my fellow
students with whom I was learning thorough this program. They gave me not only a lot of new
knowledge and awareness but also career choices which I didn’t even think of. They all have high
goals and motivate me in every way. It will be a great asset for me to learn and interact with my
wonderful colleagues. After this program, I will continue to be interested in what I don’t know and

learn alongside people who have something I don’t.
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Looking Back

Kazuya Kato

Looking back, the past year was over in the blink of an eye, and this shows how fulfilling it
has been. Although we were not able to actually go to France and the Netherlands, it was still definitely
a year of learning. I will write my impressions separately for our Special Seminar and other activities.

In the Special Seminar, we read and discussed a book on modern and contemporary world history
throughout the year. I did not choose world history in high school, so reading this book, which was
straightforward and detailed, was difficult at times, but learning about the history that became the
context for shaping the modern world was very meaningful. However, the most important thing I
learned through the reading was how to read a text accurately and understand it correctly. The
experience of carefully reading the book while considering various things, such as the relationship
between sentences and the reasons for their placement in a paragraph, was new and valuable to me.
The experience of writing a research report also left a strong impression on me. I have written many
reports since entering university, but never have I spent so much time reading, researching, and
studying, and it was challenging to consider a single theme from various angles and come to my own
conclusions. Considering that I will eventually write my thesis, I believe it was a valuable experience.
That is the reason that it was so difficult to summarize the contents of the report into a presentation
of only 8 minutes. It was also interesting to listen to the presentations of my classmates, which
expanded my knowledge of their areas of interest.

It was also meaningful, in at least a couple of ways, to have the experience of listening online
to company employees who actually work or have worked abroad. First, I am now able to imagine
many kinds of concrete future visions for my career plans, which had been vague. Through this
training, we heard from people in a variety of industries, ranging from insurance companies to airlines.
Not only did I learn about the current state of each industry, the issues they are tackling, and their
future prospects, but I was also able to form an image of what it would be like to work overseas.
Second, I found adequate answers to my topics of interest, such as the relationship between
language and personality, and national character of several countries. For example, I found that most
of the people who gave me this training realized the hypothesis I had made in my first year of college,
that when people who speak more than one language switch languages they speak, their personalities
also change. It was nice to actually ask them these questions and get answers.

Finally, the main reason I joined this seminar was because I was looking for stimulation, and it
was a truly inspiring year. In this class, there were students with a wide variety of talents, abilities,

and personalities, for example, who can speak English at the same level as native speakers, who are
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very knowledgeable enough to answer any topic, who are aiming to enter graduate school, etc., and
being surrounded by those students and teachers who were very kind, enthusiastic, and close to us

was invaluable to me. I cannot thank them enough.
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Personal Reflections

Takako Chisaka

This year turned out differently than I had imagined. What I had in mind was going to Paris and
Amsterdam with my seminar peers and having valuable experiences abroad with some prior
knowledge about Europe. Since the COVID situation in Japan started to settle down, all of us were
pretty certain that we would be able to go abroad this year, but we were all very disappointed and
saddened by the school’s decision not to let us go. Instead of the 10 days trip that was previously
planned, we had a zoom session for 2 hours with university students in Paris. This was an exciting
opportunity because though the whole session was so much shorter than I hoped it would be, it was
inspiring to hear French students’ views on Japanese cultures, also presented in Japanese. To be
completely honest, after it was decided that we could not physically present our topics to French
students, it was difficult for us, including myself, to stay motivated to complete our research paper
and presentations.

On the other hand, the seminar part of this course was enjoyable every week, and I enjoyed being
in a seminar as a second-year student. We got to make presentations a couple of times about various
topics and have discussions sometimes. I enjoyed spending time with everyone in the seminar since
they were friendly and funny. The fact that I could see through the conversations that some people
have entirely different perspectives on some topics was also a valuable experience for me. Also, |
liked having the chance to listen to multiple companies’ presentations because it broadened my future
career options. Overall, though there were a lot of assignments to complete, and we ended up not
being able to go on the trip itself, I enjoyed this seminar, of course because I got to learn more

things about Europe, but mostly because I got to bond with new people in our weekly class meetings.
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Knowing My Weakness

Chie Hu

I was dreaming to enter this program before I entered this university. When I was deciding which
university to go, GLP course and a program for a study trip in Europe strongly attracted me. I was
dreaming to go to France and the Netherlands. Since I have never been there before, I thought I could
widen my horizons by communicating with people from different cultures along the trip. However,
the trip was cancelled due to many restrictions. It was unfortunate that the dream didn’t come true,
but I was able to learn from my talented and hard-working classmates.

Discussion and presentations were the main part of the coursework. Not only did I have to learn
the contents of the discussion or the presentation, but I also noticed that I needed to improve my
discussion and presentation skills throughout the class. When we were discussing conscription, I was
surprised at how weak I am at verbalizing my thoughts. Since it was a brand-new topic that [ had
never thought about before, I had some thoughts about the topic, but I couldn’t express them
specifically. During the discussion, some of my classmates used simple examples to explain complex
concepts or illustrate the idea in their minds. I tried to imitate that way of thinking, but it was too
hard for me to do it immediately. This experience helped me clarify my weakness and what I can do
every day to improve them. I felt the same thing during the presentation in Professor Martchev’s class.
I was satisfied and used to my own style of slide making and the presentation. However, after listen
to others’ presentations, I figured out many places for improvement, such as including humour and
the layout of presentation slides.

What I mentioned above are skills that my classmates made me think I need to improve on. Other
than that, I was also impressed with their attitudes toward the study. It motivated me to face all
tasks more seriously and gain knowledge in different areas. Being part of this seminar has challenged
me to widen my view even further and understand my weaknesses better.

This seminar would not have been possible without Professor Masuda, who guided us
throughout. She helped us to dig our thoughts deeper by encouraging us to see through the essence of
things. My thanks and appreciation also go to my friends who are talented and hard-working. They

gave me an opportunity to know myself better and rethink my future career from multiple perspectives.
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Self-Discovery

Yuki Uno

Looking back at my personal statement that [ wrote one year ago for this Global Leaders Program
(GLP) course, I had high ambitions to forge strong bonds with the other GLP students and make
improvements as a scholar. By participating in this course, not only was I able to achieve my initial
goals, but also became well aware of my strengths and weaknesses.

One strength I’ve honed after engaging in conversations with my fellow classmates is the ability
to take in criticism. For example, when I presented the first draft of my research paper about religious
discrimination in France, some students gave me constructive feedback about the limitations of my
findings, as it was only concluded from academic journals written in Japanese. After taking their
criticism into consideration, I decided to make and distribute a survey regarding this issue to students
at the University of Paris in order to gain additional materials that reflected the real voices of the
people who were involved. Also, when an exchange student from France participated in one of the
GLP courses, I proactively asked him for sections that needed clarification and was able to learn more
about French values in the end. Therefore, the journey of re-evaluating my work countless times and
taking the initiative to do extra investigation made me realize that I have a strong sense of
responsibility in making my final product the best version that it could possibly be.

On the contrary, one weakness I’ve identified by joining this course is logically explaining my
ideas and making them convincing. Especially since this course required you to give comments on
other people’s work, it was imperative to explain your thoughts in ways that made it easy to
understand for everyone. Seeing my classmates’ excellent speaking techniques, I figured that the
first step in becoming a good “explainer” was to attentively listen to your classmates and accurately
grasp the essential points that they intend to deliver. After mastering that, the process of re-organizing
their main arguments in ways that they haven’t done and verbally explaining it with reasoning is
crucial to contributing positively to their revision of their work. I need further practice before I can
give full and effective feedback in the future.

To end these personal reflections, I would like to express my greatest gratitude towards
Professor Masuda and Professor Martchev, who have provided me the opportunity to engage in
discussions with my classmates and discover my strengths and weaknesses as a scholar. My

achievements would not have been possible without their help and their time invested in this course.
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Personal Reflections

Xiao Chen

The International Field Studies in Europe is offered as part of the GLP Program. This program
provides an exciting chance for us to visit the EU and gain first-hand experience. I was drawn to this
program even before I entered Hitotsubashi University, as the overseas research is a fantastic
opportunity for me to expand my knowledge of the world and discover new perspectives.

The class began by reading “Western History”, by Shingo Minamizuka, Shigeru Akita, and Norie
Takazawa. This book provides a comprehensive overview of historical events and presents the world
situation in each period by contrasting different nations. Despite having taken world history courses
in high school, I was struck by the number of new insights and discoveries from reading this book.
Furthermore, the practice of understanding the framework of the text and then identifying the most
critical points from its logical structure helped me to improve my writing skills. Additionally,
interacting with alumni who have either lived or are currently living in Europe, allowed me to gain a
deeper understanding of the cultural and social differences between countries such as Germany and
France based on their personal experiences.

Throughout my research on PACS, I experienced both academic and personal growth. As am
not fluent in French, I relied on materials written in Japanese to gather information, but they were
outdated. To stay up to date on recent developments, such as the implementation of same-sex marriage
in France, I also sought out information from newspapers and made appointments to speak with
researchers who know French society. By comparing information from various sources, I was able to
gain new perspectives on the issues at hand. I discovered that cultural backgrounds play a crucial role
in shaping views on same-sex marriage and partnerships. For example, the traditional French family
is quite different from the traditional Japanese family, and I would like to further explore this topic in
the future. However, I found it challenging to quantitatively evaluate the effects of PACS on society.
Despite my efforts to find relevant studies, the effects of PACS on society were primarily influenced
by other social factors, making it difficult to see the direct relationship between the specific logic of
PACS and society. To overcome this problem, I plan to continue studying economics, specifically the
measurement of the effects of policies.

Overall, throughout this study project, I came to realize the importance of examining the
world and contemplating various issues by comparing them with the context in which I find myself.
Unfortunately, this year, due to the unstable political situation and the spread of COVID-19, I was
unable to visit Europe, but even so, [ was able to acquire valuable knowledge that will be useful for

the future.
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Reflecting on a Year in the GLP Program

Brennan McCabe

Over a year as part of the GLP program, there was substantial personal growth in
understanding the world and other views and how I am expected to act at a college level. Being  in
a seminar for the first time, the opportunity to write a full research paper at the college level, with
professional criticism and advice, made me understand what is expected of me as a higher- education
student. Closer relationships with the professor, suggested by readily accessible means of
communication through the platform “Slack,” helped me excel in the academic responsibilities and
tasks assigned, as well as comprehending the advanced material, mainly about the political history of
the European region. Flexible yet strict final deadlines also taught me the skill to actively and
effectively account for various matters and act responsibly as part of a group.

Though initial plans were not executed according to the schedule set at the beginning of the
year, despite the easing coronavirus restrictions on international travel, it was still a valuable
experience preparing for the event. The two-hour zoom session with students from Paris University
as an alternative event to cover for the unexpected cancellation did not seem like a sufficient
opportunity to present the extent of my research fully; making new connections across seas was  a
valuable outcome. Now that I have roots in a foreign country I have not even been to, future
opportunities abroad have considerably broadened. The interaction with individuals who are already
interested and familiar with Japanese culture and language also helped as a good stepping stone in
interacting with those with a completely different background.

Overall, the GLP program was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that taught us many things before
others could even experience anything similar and gave us a glimpse into our future regarding
connecting with people in a foreign country. We could not take part in arguably the most appealing
aspect of this program, but what [ was able to absorb was much more than what I initially expected
when the trip had been cancelled. I would recommend this program to anyone who desires a unique
experience early in their student career and is interested in meeting diligent peers from and outside of

Hitotsubashi.
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My Personal Reflections

Risako Usui

I decided to apply for this seminar program last spring because I was attracted by the field study
in Europe. I wanted to make the most of this opportunity to practice French and gain direct experience
in overseas business practices, especially about topics of sustainability. So, I was disappointed
when they announced that the field study was being cancelled for multiple reasons. I do hope students
will be given opportunity to visit Europe as it is planned next year. However, I was able to learn so
many things from these 9 month-long seminar programs with valuable experiences. I would like first
to thank Mrs. Masuda, Mr. Martchev and the staff from the Global Office for their continuous help
and support.

For me, the most remarkable takeaway was that I could learn how to narrow down one’s interest
to create something which you present to the public, like an essay or a presentation. The discussion
and peer editing time in the class allowed me to absorb the way to decide the theme which fits my
interests and to analyse points in a logical and meaningful way. This experience would not have been
possible without all members of this seminar who are always passionate about learning. I got inspired
by them so much. I truly hope the relationship we established through this program will last even after
graduation when we are given chances to apply the leadership we learned to real-world cases to make

a change in our society.
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