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Foreword and Acknowledgements
Motohiro Sato

Dean, Graduate School of Economics &amp; Faculty of Economics

The Hitotsubashi University School of Economics has been implementing the Global Leaders
Program (GLP) since 2013. The aim is to develop leaders who have excellent communication skills
in English and other languages, and who can play an active role both domestically and internationally
based on their specialised knowledge of economics and analytical skills.

One of the pillars of GLP's activities is a short-term overseas research project, which we have
conducted in China and Europe every year. Prior to their on-site research, students take a seminar to
learn about China or Europe. For the European seminar, we received guidance from Professor Toki
Masuda and Professor Martchev. However, due to the spread of the new coronavirus that began in
2020, we were unable to visit any foreign locations until 2022, and our interaction with our overseas
partners was limited to online meetings. With the coronavirus pandemic finally coming to an end,
international exchanges have become active again this year, and Hitotsubashi University has resumed
sending and accepting students to and from overseas universities. At the same time, we were able to
resume our GLP short-term overseas studies in Europe. This was the first such field trip in a long time,
and I'm sure it must have been a burden on Professor Masuda who led us, and of course the staff at
the Global Office, first and foremost Ms. Kajiura. Thank you again for your efforts! I don't think we
would have been able to carry out the field survey without this kind of support. We would also like to
express our deepest gratitude to everyone involved in France and Germany for their cooperation.

Although this research report is labeled as "short-term," it can be said to be the result of a year of
intense collaboration between faculty and students. I would like to take this opportunity to express my
deepest gratitude to Professor Masuda and Professor Martchev for their enthusiastic guidance on a
variety of topics. The students who participated in this study worked hard to understand the European
economy and society, which has become more chaotic than ever due to Russia's invasion of Ukraine,
and achieved the excellent results shown in this report. Dear students, please have confidence in what
you have achieved! I hope that the knowledge and experience gained through this challenge will lead

to your further success on the global stage.
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Foreword
Toki Masuda

Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Economics

This year, for the first time in four years, our study trip took place in Germany and France. At last!
I am filled with a mixture of joy and relief, but at the same time I cannot throw my hands up in the air
and rejoice. Not only is the war between Russia and Ukraine dragging on, but the Palestinian air strikes
on Gaza are continuing. Having studied in Europe for a long time and spent several years in Europe
as a student, I am disappointed by the reaction of some European countries on this issue. The
Palestinian issue is a sad legacy of Europe's sloppy diplomacy during WWI. On November 2, 2017,
the centenary of the Balfour Declaration which promised a Jewish state in Palestine and triggered
today's Palestinian issue, several demonstrations took place in Middle Eastern countries, but the then
British Prime Minister May did not heed their words. On November 20, 2023, the official X (formerly
Twitter) account of the International Auschwitz Council expressed support for Israel. Personally, I
wanted it to be an objection to genocide of any kind.

Incidentally, in the same November of 2017, another Brit, the artiste Banksy, organised a “street-
party” in Palestine to apologise for the British government's Balfour Declaration. “This conflict has
brought so much suffering to people on all sides — it didn’t feel appropriate to ‘celebrate’ the British
role”, a statement by Banksy said. (Wed, Nov. I, 2017, BBC). In this report last year, I quoted
Alexievich, author of The Unwomanly Face of War. On the battlefield, man sheds “culture” so quickly
and the beast in man is revealed. Nevertheless, we must counter it with “culture”, she says. I think that
Banksy's party is truly a “cultural” counter. Cultura, the Latin root of the word, meaning cultivation,
is also the root of the word “colony”. Humans have tried to make nature more hospitable by cultivating
it and making it suitable for human habitation. However, we never stopped “cultivating” even in places
where we simply pretended nobody else lived, leading to human sacrifices that do not need to be made.
When we make a mistake, the solution that human “culture” proposes is not to force or deny, but to
apologise, just like Banksy did. An apology party won't solve everything. It might, however, be a step
towards a solution. It is a much better thing to do than those who sowed the seeds of conflict in the
first place pretending to have forgotten or taking only one side.

The purpose of the Global Leaders Program in Europe is not simply to make students fluent in
English, nor just to acquire the skills to make harmless presentations. People who try to know what
they do not understand, accept that there are always things we can never understand, and still seek to

solve the problems of global society through words rather than force. The program aims to develop



such global citizens. This year, 11 second- and third-year students from the Faculties of Economics,
Sociology and Law took part in the program. The 11 participants, who initially had no in-depth
knowledge of Europe, developed a deeper interest in their topics through a year of seminars and field
visits.

This year's overseas survey was once again a result of the cooperation of many people. Special
thanks should be given to Keisuke Sadamori of the International Energy Agency (IEA), Hiroshi
Takanashi of DNP (Dai Nippon Printing), and Keiichiro Miyagawa of Galerie K Paris and Kura no
Takumi who were so kind to accept our visit to their companies. Mr. Hiroyuki Yamaya, head of our
Alumni association (Josui-kai) in Paris and director of Public Relations and Culture in Japanese
Embassy in France, put us in touch with three persons. Thanks to the suggestions and efforts of Mr.
Yamaya, we had the opportunity to hear from people who are active in more diverse areas than ever
before. For students who had only vaguely thought about working in society, the stories of people
working in their respective fields must have aroused their curiosity and helped them to formulate a
more concrete vision of their future. For the first time this year, we were able to meet Mari Murakoshi
from the Maison de la culture du Japon in Paris who organised our online training during the Covid-
19 crisis. By gaining insight into one aspect of the mission of the Japan Foundation, a public cultural
exchange organisation, we were able to learn about both the appeal and the various difficulties
associated with the public sector. Mr. Keisuke Kariya also worked with us for the second time, after
our previous online training. Mr. Kariya, who has lived in Germany more than 25 years, spoke about
the realities of living abroad and answered the students' questions in detail. We would like to thank all
those who took time out of their busy schedules and gave us their generous and earnest support.

The university exchange class was also a great success. As in previous years, we joined students
from the Department of Japanese Studies at the University of Paris and held group discussions with a
group of third-year students. We would like to thank Professor Kosuke Kawasaki and Professor Akiko
Nakajima of the University of Paris for taking on the role of coordinators. Students from the Ruhr
University Bochum participated for the first time this year. Our students have learnt much from
discussing climate change with their German counterparts who are sensitive to environmental issues.
We would also like to thank Prof. Schmidt-Pott, the teacher in charge, who was very attentive to our
various requests.

Finally, we would like to thank Prof. Milen Martchev, the teacher in charge of teaching English for
this course, for all his help this year. Our GLP Secretariat staff receive our sincere appreciation too for

making this whole project possible. I would like to express my deepest gratitude personally to Ms.
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Kanami Shimazaki and Ms. Satowa Kajiura, the latter taking on a huge amount of administrative work

in the second semester of this year.
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Why Is “Refundable Tax Credit” Needed?
Thinking about Income Security
N.S.

This presentation will focus on refundable tax credit

and consider the future of income security.

1. Introduction

Today, I’'m going to talk about why we need a refundable tax credit system.

We usually lead a somewhat routine life, such as going to university or working. However, there is
always a possibility that we suddenly become ill, get injured, or lose a family member, and these kinds of
misfortune cause us to no longer be able to maintain our normal lifestyle.

When something like this happens, we probably try to maintain or rebuild our lives by going to the local
government office and receiving unemployment insurance or public assistance. The refundable tax credit
is one of these income security systems, and it has been widely introduced in the United States, Canada,

South Korea, France, and other countries.

2. Basics of the System

First, let's get started by looking at the basics of refundable tax credit. This is a system that combines
"tax credits" and "welfare benefits”. It was created with the aim of providing effective benefits to the
working poor, and was started in the United States and European countries since the 1970s. The exact
implementation differs depending on the country. Additionally, this system has not yet been introduced in

Japan.

Refundable Tax Credit

= Tax Credit + Welfare Benefits

Fig. Basics of Refundable Tax Credit

3. Background of the System
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At this point, you may be wondering, “Why is it not enough to just provide benefits to low-income
people?” At the time the system was devised, “welfare dependence” was seen as a problem. "Welfare
dependence" refers to people who can work, but stop working because they can receive benefits. For
example, even if the income of a public assistance user increases, taxes and social insurance will increase,
so it may be decided that it is better to remain on public assistance. Considering their “welfare dependence”,
the United States and Britain needed a form of benefits system that would reward those who work and
would not reduce incentives to work. This is where the refundable tax credit was devised.

I will explain the details of refundable tax credit, dividing it into “tax credits” and “welfare benefits”.
“Tax credits” is one method of calculating income tax, which involves “multiplying the income tax rate by
annual income, and then subtracting various deduction. There is another method of calculating income tax,
“income deduction”, but “tax credit” is known to be more effective in redistributing income.

“Welfare benefits” are cash benefits provided to low-income people. Benefits are provided to those

whose income is so low that they are unable to pay income tax.

4. Examples (Britain/South Korea)

Next, I will introduce Britain and South Korea as examples of countries using a refundable tax credit
system, and summarize the characteristics of each.

In Britain, a system known as “Working Family Tax Credit” is in operation. A characteristic of this
system is that there are many cases of false filings due to its complexity. For the refundable tax credits,
people apply for "tax credits" and "welfare benefits" through their final tax return. The system has a
complex design, with a combination of taxation and welfare benefits, and many items to declare. Therefore,
it is said that there are many cases of false filings without malicious intent.

In South Korea, “Earned Income Tax Credit” is introduced. A characteristic of South Korea is that, in
contrast to Britain, there are fewer false filings. There are said to be three main reasons for this. The first is
that the government has a system in place which tracks people’s income and assets. The second is that it
covers people whose income is already known to the government. Third, severe penalties are imposed for
benefit fraud.

Although they have succeeded in minimizing benefit fraud, like in South Korea, if the recipients are not
malicious, it can be said that income security is hindered by imposing heavy penalties. The same can be

said of the fact that it covers people whose income is already known to the government.
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Britain South Korea

Working Family Tax Credit Earned Income Tax Credit
WFTC EITC
Characteristics Characteristics
- False filings - Fewer false filings

@The complexity of the system (DGrasping income and assets

@Covering people whose income is
already known to the govenment

(@Severe penalties for benefit fraud

Fig. Comparison of Britain and South Korea regarding Refundable Tax Credit

5. Advantages of the System

Next, I will summarize the advantages and disadvantages of the system based on examples.

I believe there are three main advantages to refundable tax credit. The first is that it can enhance the
income redistribution function and provide benefits to low-income people.

Second, it can eliminate stigma among recipients. Stigma is called "the brand of shame" and refers to
discrimination and prejudice. For example, it is known that people who receive public assistance are viewed
as “lazy people who don't work”. In order to receive public assistance, it is necessary to go to a government
office and undergo a means test, but it has been reported that recipients may experience discrimination or
prejudice from workers, if they know the details of their daily lives. The refundable tax credit eliminates
the stigma of recipients, as they receive tax credits and welfare benefits through final tax returns.

Third, it can reduce administrative costs. Normally, a means test is conducted when giving welfare
benefits. However, with refundable tax credit, it is possible to pay income tax and receive welfare benefits

at the same time, so there is no need to conduct a new income investigation.

6. Disadvantages of the System

I believe there are two main disadvantages regarding this system. The first is a technical issue. This is a
problem in that as long as the "declaration" format is adopted, benefit fraud will inevitably occur. The
system itself is a complex combination of “tax credits” and “welfare benefits”, and it is impossible for all
people to completely understand and use the system appropriately.

The second is an economic issue. The contents of the system are complicated, and there are many cases
of false filings. Imposing heavy penalties for benefit fraud without malicious intent may hinder income
security.

Additionally, it has been pointed out that the refundable tax credit preserves low-wage employment. The

system provides benefits, regardless of the level of wages in the country, so low wages are not seen as a
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problem. The International Labor Organization argues that “decent work is more important than benefits”,

which is different from OECD’s opinion.

7. What Problems did the Refundable Tax Credit Solve?

Finally, based on the above discussion, I would like to talk about what working solutions the refundable
tax credit has provided.

I believe that the system has achieved three things. The first is providing benefits that do not reduce
incentives to work. The second is to reduce administrative costs. The third is to eliminate the stigma
associated with recipients.

On the other hand, I believe that the system does not provide stable income security. It is true that it
provides benefits in a way that does not reduce incentives to work, but it is a complex system that inevitably
leads to benefit fraud, severe penalties for recipients, and the preservation of low-wage employment.

In order to make the system more effective for low-income people, I believe that there is a need to grasp
income accurately while eliminating the “stigma”, and to make the contents of the system easier to

understand.
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Governmental Support for Startup Companies in France and Japan
Minami Kakuda

Governmental support for startup companies is so important.
What can the Japanese government do about it?

We will compare France and Japan.

1. Introduction

Hello, everyone. Today I am going to make a presentation about governmental support for startup
companies in France and Japan. My name is Minami Kakuda, today’s presenter.

First, I will try to give a rough definition of startups, and then I will tell you about the governmental
support in France and Japan. I will compare the two countries from three particular points of view. At the

end, [ will summarize the information and make some proposals for improving Japanese startup support.

2. What are startups?

So, let’s start by talking about the definition of the term “startup". Actually, there is no specific meaning
for this word but, in this presentation, I will define it as rapidly growing companies. Since startups try
something in new fields to grow fast, they need financial support or investment. Usually, they will get
money from venture capital, which supports startup companies. The risks for those companies are so high
that many startups are not successful. However, some companies might have great success like GAFA
companies.

Let me give you some examples of startup companies so, all of you will be more familiar with them.
The first one is Mercari, the Japanese flea market app. It is said that one out of eight people in Japan are
using this app. The other example is Voodoo. Do you know the game Hole.io? Voodoo created this and

many other chart-topping games that Japanese people are familiar with.

3. Why compare France and Japan

Now, I am going to start by talking about Japan’s and France’ s startup support, but you may wonder
why I decided to compare these two countries as the USA and China are better known for having many
startups. The problem is that those two countries have already created ecosystems for assisting startups,

and it is difficult for Japan to do the same thing. As for France, its ecosystem has been growing recently,
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and startups are having much more success than in Japan. This is why I think France is a good country to

compare Japan with.

4. Support in France

Let’s start with the support in France. When you talk about the French startup support, you first have to
learn about the term “French Tech”, which is a startup supporting project by the government. Many
activities are included in this program, so I am going to give you three big points about it and later use them
to make a comparison with Japan.

The first one is support for top startup companies. There is a program named French Tech Next40/120.
Some startups chosen by the government can get support for one year, including advice from a special
manager, improvement in visibility, and support on regulations and standards. Since startups tend to try
new things, support to change some regulations and standards is very helpful.

The second one is the access to various other kinds of support. Thanks to the French Tech Government
Correspondents Network, startups can be supported by government departments and public services. The
important point here is that the supporting system is integrated under French Tech, which makes it easy to
use.

The last one concerns the activities of foreign nationals. People from other countries can get a French
Tech Visa with no separate work permit required and a graduation certificate if they meet certain conditions.

Their family can also get visas, and this is attractive for workers.

5. Support in Japan

So, let’s compare these three points with the kind of support that is offered in Japan. For the top startup
companies, Japan has a similar program named J-startup, but this project is not so popular there and a
company’s visibility will not improve as much as with French Tech.

How about the access to support? In Japan, there is also much support from the government and public
services. However, it is very difficult to access this information because those support systems are not
centralized. People who want to be supported have to contact many different institutions and it is difficult
to find them.

We will finally compare the support for foreign entrepreneurs. A Japanese Startup Visa can only be
obtained in specially designated areas like Kyoto, and there are strict conditions. The Japanese government

is trying to improve the system, but it is not yet convenient enough.

6. Conclusion
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So in conclusion, I think these two points—centralization and support for foreign startups—are
important. By centralization, people can easily access the information and the project will become more
widely known, which will benefit the companies supported by the project. More support for foreign startups
is also needed because the Japanese government is trying to create startup ecosystems, and to make them

successful, many startups are needed from other countries.
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Depopulation Measures in France and Japan
Mizuki Nagasaki

How should the Japanese and French governments maintain life and

local transportation in underpopulated areas?

1. Introduction

My presentation is about depopulation measures in France and Japan. First, [ will talk about
depopulation in France and Japan, and then introduce the case of the Japanese island of Shodoshima.

Afterwards, I will talk about regional transport in Japan and France.

2. Depopulation in France

First, I would like to discuss the problem of depopulation in France. Much of France’s population
is concentrated in large cities such as Paris. There is a large outflow of people to the cities and
depopulation of rural areas is increasing. This map shows the population density in 2006. The closer
to red, the higher the population density, and the closer to blue, the lower the population density.
There are no communes with a very high population density in the inland areas between the
northeast and southwest, indicated by the black lines on this map. This is known as the 'barren
diagonal' and is dominated by farmland and forest areas that are being depopulated as the population
moves to the cities. France’s problem is the concentration of people in Paris, while Japan's problem

is similarly the concentration of people in Tokyo.

.
4 “. 4 Lo - 2 1
20065FMAOEE  (A/km2) §j

Densité de population 2006 en hab/km?*
M 2,000~12,000A W 300~2,000A 80~300A
W z0~80A 10~30A B o~104

Fig. Population density in France in 2006

3. The French Policy Called “ZRR”
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What measures are being taken in France to combat depopulation? Let us take the French policy
called "ZRR". Depopulated areas are defined as "ZRRs", which are regional revitalization zones.
These are defined as "fragile areas facing serious difficulties" and the main target are depopulated
communes. A key initiative of ZRR was to provide preferential treatment to municipalities in
underdeveloped areas. By offering tax incentives such as income tax and corporate tax exemptions
for enterprises established in ZRRs, it is hoped that those enterprises will locate in underdeveloped
areas, creating demand for labor and construction there, and thereby attracting people to the
underdeveloped areas. The map shows the distribution of ZRRs in 2014: they cover one-third of
the country's landmass and are largely underpopulated.

[E2] 1;0bservatoire
m des | erritoire

Ci des en zone de revitalisation rurale - ZRR (arrété du 30/07/2014) - source - CGET, arété 30/07/2014

Classement des communes
en zone de revitalisation
rursle - ZRR (amété du
30/07/2014)

ZRR

Hors zone

Basse.
Terrs V%
© CGET 2014 - IGN GéoFla - France par commune

Fig. Distribution of ZRRs in 2014'

4. Depopulation in Japan

Let us now consider the problem of depopulation in Japan. Depopulation in Japan is a serious
problem. Depopulated areas cover 60% of the country. This map shows the rate of population
growth or decline from 1992 to 2015. The areas in red are those where the population is increasing,
while the areas in blue are those where the population is decreasing. In most areas the population
is falling. Population decline is a major problem in Japan, and in depopulated areas the trend is

becoming more serious.

' The Promotion of Depopulated Areas in France. Council of Local Authorities for International

Relations, 2017.
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5. Specific Examples: Local Transportation in Shodoshima

So far, we have looked at the government's measures to combat depopulation, and I believe that
maintaining local transport is an important measure in this regard. Rural transport and the
satisfaction of rural residents are linked. Here are some specific examples. There is an island in
Japan's Seto Inland Sea called Shodoshima with a population of about 26,000. Shodoshima has
flourished as a tourist destination. The island is attractive for its beautiful scenery and sea. Its only
transport system is its buses, and in 2016, after listening to residents, the island reformed its bus
routes and fares. For example, routes were changed to provide easier access to hospitals and high
schools, and fees were reduced. Consequently, the number of bus users has increased. According
to a study that examined the correlation between this bus route reorganization and the residents'
satisfaction, locals became more satisfied with their lives because of the bus route reform. This can
be attributed to the fact that more convenient local transport increased opportunities to go out and
interact with others. It also provides peace of mind knowing that they will have a good life in old
age. Thus, the convenience of local transport is very important for people living in rural areas.
Maintaining local transport and keeping it convenient can reduce the population outflow to the
cities and increase the number of people moving to rural areas.

However, regional transportation in Japan is in a difficult situation. Due to severe business
conditions, many regional railroads have been discontinued in recent years. Many local routes that
were damaged by disasters have been wired up as they were because there was no money to repair
them. When regional transportation systems are discontinued, depopulation in rural areas becomes

more serious.

6. The Case of the Recovery of the Performance of Local Transportation in France

Therefore, we take up the case of the recovery of the performance of local. Transportation in
France, where the authority to operate local lines was transferred from the national government to
the state governments in 2002. This led to the Nouvelle-Aquitaine regional government's active
participation in railroad operations. It took measures such as reviewing the layout of stations,
providing subsidies, and raising the on-time operation rate to restore the performance of the system.
In this way, regional governments in France are deeply involved in railroad operations and are

trying to protect the convenience of local transportation.
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7. How Japanese Governments Maintain Life and Local Transportation in Depopulated

Areas?

The French measures described above can be applied to Japan, where the situation is similar. Local
authorities should be actively involved in transport and open town planning to suit their towns. It is also
important for local governments to revitalize their local areas, maintain and improve local transportation

systems, support the lives of people living in rural areas, prevent population outflows from rural areas

and increase migration from cities.

However, a number of problems remain with this, such as a shortage of drivers and other labor in rural

areas, how do non-tourist regions generate income and coping with age-related deterioration. These are

difficult problems to solve.

However, I believe it is important to protect local communities rather than destroy them.
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How to Solve the Aging Population Problem in Public Housing in
Japan

Kamiya Koshiro

What can the Japanese government do to solve the problem of aging and
public houses in the suburbs of Tokyo?

We will compare the cases of Japan and France.

1. Introduction

Suppose that you are in a Tokyo suburb, how many people did you see? A child with a toy? A man with
a book? Parents with their child? But this has become a kind of relic though. The actual scenery is like this:
most people living there are elderly people, and there are few parents and children. It is unlikely to meet
the kind of people you may imagine. That is, population aging in suburbs progresses, especially in public
housing.

Hello, I'm Koshiro Kamiya from Hitotsubashi University in Japan, majoring in economics. Today, I will
talk about a proposal to solve the problem in public housing in Japan, seeing an example in France.

My talk is divided into 3 parts. This is the agenda. Firstly, I’ll show you the current situation regarding
Japanese public housing. Next, I’ll show you how France has tackled its decreasing population in public
housing. Lastly, I’ll consolidate the two sets of information, that is the current situation in Japan and the
history of public housing in Paris, and consider what Japanese government can do to bring in middle classes

back to public housing.

2. The Current State of Japanese Public Housing

Anywhere in Japan, many local communities have collapsed due in large part to the aging population,
particularly in public housing projects or new towns, mostly urban areas that were developed from the
1960s to the 1990s. To begin with an example, I’ll show you the current situation in Tama area, one of the
earliest new towns in Japan — Tama New Town. Near Tama New Town, the number of elementary schools
HAS decreased by over 10 compared to 1997, due to Japan’s aging society. Besides, the commercial area

has declined and this directly leads to a deterioration of the living environment.
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The number of schools near Tama New Town
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(Figure created by the author, based on data from Tama City - 2009, 2023)

Municipalities have implemented some policies or measures such as barrier-free facilities, or making
the transportation system in the city convenient, but these are measures for addressing the needs of people
who now live there and do not bring in young people.

There are some conditions for people to be able to live in public housing, so in principle, only low-
income people can do so. In public housing, the aging population is one of the most serious problems. Aged
households, over 65 years old, account for about 70% to 260 thousand units. Furthermore, public housing
areas have a vacancy problem. More than 40 thousand units are vacant for years, but still paying rent in

2020. This number is more than twice as many as in 2011.

3. The History of the Social Building in France

Let’s move on to the case of France. After WWII, there was a lack of housing as one of the serious
problems at that time. The government immediately tackled this issue building many cheap social housing
facilities, called HLM, in the suburbs. People at that time thought they would live anywhere they could and
didn’t care about the quality of their living environment. Therefore, they were willing to move to communal
buildings which were equipped with electricity, hot water supply and a shower, which at the time was an
improvement of their living environment. Since the 1960s, however, people’s attitude towards public
housing had gotten worse. Because the government prioritized the quantity of the buildings over their
quality, the buildings themselves had not a few problems such as noise pollution because of their thin walls,
or the matter of social isolation, which means there were few hospitals, commercial facilities and little
public transportation. Thus, the inflow of people of a productive age decreased and the outflow increased.

To solve this problem, the French government enforced two policies. One was to open communal
buildings for everyone under a few conditions. From 1996 to 2001, public housing was categorized into 4

classes based on people’s income.
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« To make it possible that anyone can live in public housing.

(Figure created by the author)

Seeing the ratio of the population that is allowed to move in, PLI, the public housing which has the
loosest regulations covers over 90% of the population, which means over 90% of French citizens can move
into public housing.

Another goal is to promote owning a house. The government developed public condominiums, which
are for sale. They also introduced a house allowance system and zero-interest loans. Thanks to these
measures, they succeeded in inviting the middle classes.

A further objective is to promote owning a house. Public condominiums built by the government for
sale have spawned. And also, they have introduced a house allowance system and zero-interest loans.

Thanks to these measures, they have succeeded in attracting the middle classes.

4. Are These Measures Feasible in Japan?

The reasons for the aging population in public housing in Japan are the strict income restrictions to
live there and the deterioration of the buildings. In fact, in regions in Tokyo where there are many
public buildings or new towns, we can see a social increase in population. I think it is possible that
these measures in France will help solve this issue. In the first place, the policies were made with the
aim of creating a social mix. “Social mix” is the idea that the lifestyles or customs of the middle class
have a good influence on the lower classes. Hence, it is feasible in Japan because Japan doesn’t have

great racial diversity.

5. Conclusion
France and Japan have (or had) a similar problem in public housing. As previously stated, the Japanese

government has introduced policies just for elderly people, so there is less hope for attracting young middle
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class people. On the other hand, the French government has actively tried to attract the middle classes from
the environmental and economical side. This has led to a success in creating a social mix. Therefore, the
measures in France, such as loosening up the economical restrictions, introducing zero-interest loans and

offering new buildings for sale, will help alleviate the problem, I think.
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Coexistence and Exclusion in Accepting Foreigners in Germany

Arisa Shiraishi

How can we achieve multicultural/intercultural coexistence today?

We will look at the cases in Germany and Japan.

1. Introduction

Today, it is widely discussed about multicultural/intercultural coexistence. I believe that countries,
especially developed countries like Japan, should accept and welcome immigrants and refugees. I want to
examine how other countries develop immigration, and deal with the conflicts and dilemmas in their society
when it comes to exclusion, discrimination, and coexistence, which are common problems in the acceptance
of foreigners. Now, taking a look at the first graph, Germany boasts the second largest number of
immigrants after the United States, which is the country of immigration. The second graph shows that

Germany receives the highest number of asylum applicants in the world.
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Fig 1. Number of Resident Migrants by Country (Marie McAuliffe, 2020)
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The Countries Receiving the Most Asylum Applications

Number of new asylum applications in selected OECD countries in 2016
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Fig 2. Asylum Applicants around the World (Martin Armstrong, 2017)

From now on, I want to examine the possibilities of multicultural symbiosis through a comparison of

Germany and Japan. Firstly, I'll go through Germany’s case.

2. Germany

2-1. History
Let's take a brief look at history. From post-WW?2, the policy of officially accepting foreign nationals

started. Furthermore, starting in the 1980s, Germany started accepting refugees who were undergoing
political persecution. Due to the growing number of foreigners, the government finally declared Germany
in the 2000s to be a country of immigration. Behind these acts, there was a need for a larger labor force, of

course, but also there was remorse for the human rights abuses of WWII and the Nazis.

2-2. Dilemmas

Now, let's look at the dilemmas they are facing.

Ist, people’s fear of social impacts and risks in acceptance, such as changes in traditional and societal
norms, lifestyles, and the increase in crime rates.

2nd, discrimination and especially Islamophobia. Today, Muslim immigrants are often perceived as
dangerous. This is because, despite being in Germany, they follow a unique or uncommon culture of their

own and do not follow the customs of German society.
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3rd, parallel societies. It means the country is completely separated into multiple societies. In
Germany, predominantly Turkish groups have established their own society which causes tensions with the

host country.

2-3. An effort to promote coexistence through integration courses

Germany has been working on multicultural education, aimed at more integration in all aspects.
Furthermore, there is a special integration course, which is a school for foreigners (mainly adults) to learn
the German language, culture, history, and the country’s constitution. Around 300,000 people participate

in the course today.

3. Japan

3-1. Current Situation

Japan has been a country with restrictive immigration and refugee policies. They only welcome highly
skilled workers. The graph below shows that the number of foreigners in Japan is only 1.2% to 2% of the

entire population.
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Fig 3. Changes in the Number of Foreign Residents and Changes in the Number of Foreign Residents as a Percentage

of Japan’s Total Population (Ministry of Justice, 2020)

3-2. Refugee Acceptance

As you can see in the graph, the acceptance rate in 2020 was only 0.5% and only 47 people were

given refugee status. On the other hand, Germany had a 41.7% rate, recognizing over 60,000 people.
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Fig 4. Refugees Recognition Rate in Leading Countries in 2020 (rnippon.com, 2022)

3-3. Issues: Immigration & Refugees Detention Centers

The Refugee Recognition Act is strict. and this has resulted in cases of prolonged incarceration in the
center. A Sri Lankan woman, Wishma Sandamari, died while being detained at an immigration facility in

March 2021. Her death brought immigration issues to light.

3-4. Issues: Trainees and Technical Interns system

Another problematic system is the Trainees and Technical Interns System. Foreigners can only stay
for a maximum of three years as trainees (1 year) and technical interns (2 years). The stated idea of this
system is the transfer of technology to developing countries, but the real purpose is to supply an inexpensive
workforce to labor-intensive industries such as farms and factories. They work at a minimum wage and are
not permitted to change jobs. Thus, human-rights abuses have been reported, and even some 9,000 of the

interns have gone missing.

3-5. Issues: The Neglect of Immigrant Education

Another problem is the neglect of immigrants’ education. Foreign residents of Japan, including long-
term immigrants, have no legal obligation to enroll the children in their care in any school. A nationwide
survey concluded that as many as 20,000 compulsory-education-age children of non-Japanese nationality,

which is almost one in five of the totals, are not receiving a school education.
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Fig 5. School Attendance of Non-Japanese Children (nippon.com, 2020)

3-6. Exclusionism and Discrimination.

Beside the issue in the system, now look at the Issues in the society. There is exclusionism and
discrimination. It is believed that Japan is a racially and ethnically homogeneous society. Exclusionary
attitudes and discrimination against foreigners are a contemporary phenomenon. For example: refusal of
service is widely reported by foreigners when renting an apartment or opening a bank account. They have
no rights to vote. Furthermore, Japanese have a long history of discrimination toward foreigners, and

particularly Koreans.

3-7. Anti-Korean Sentiment

Anti-Korean racism is the result of unresolved tensions between Japan and South Korea. The
animosity and hate-speech toward “Zainichi Koreans,”? “Koreans living in Japan,” has gained momentum
in Japanese society. There is an underlying tendency among many Japanese to view Koreans as “inferior”
and “untrustworthy.” Older people, can be especially condescending towards South Korea. Also, there are
problems of historical recognition between Japan and Korea, with disputes like the wartime laborer issue
and the comfort women issue, which is that Korean women were forced to engage in prostitution during

wartime.

3-8. New Wave

2 Zainichi Koreans: Koreans (and their descendants) living in Japan, who came over to the country
during its colonial rule over Korea. As past colonial subjects living in the former imperial metropole, they

have been treated as an unwelcome legacy of Japan’s wartime imperial ambitions.

52



While bilateral relations between Japan and South Korea have been strained, a public opinion poll
found that Japanese people have a more favorable impression of Koreans than in the recent past. Young
individuals, especially, are enjoying Korean popular culture such as K-pop, K-drama, and Korean food.

Still, on a daily occasion, unconscious exclusionism and discrimination exists today.

4. Conclusion

I have thus far introduced the struggles both countries have been having. There is a conflict between
exclusion, discrimination, and coexistence in accepting foreigners, and it is not simple to find solutions.
However, I can say that supporting systems, as well as education and cultural recognition are important for

coexistence. And I want to ask your opinion about this topic. Thank you for listening.
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Research on the Mobility Support System for the Elderly in Germany

Sawitta Hannarong

What can we do when people start telling us not to drive?
What can a society do to keep elderly people mobile?

We will discuss what has been done in Germany and Japan.

1. Introduction

Today, I am presenting my research conducted over the past year, focusing on mobility within the
support system for the elderly in Germany. The presentation will cover the research background, current
findings on elderly mobility in Germany, and our emphasis on systems and policies supporting this mobility,
analyzing their effectiveness. Additionally, I will compare these systems with Japan's, especially those
based on similar principles. Lastly, I'll analyze and conclude my research.

As we are aware, both Germany and Japan face similar demographic shifts, transitioning into aging
societies. This raised my curiosity about enhancing the comfort of elderly individuals in their lives and
improving the urban landscape for their ease of living. Mobility emerged as a significant factor in this
regard.

Throughout today's presentation, I'll discuss the policies implemented in Germany and Japan, each
serving distinct purposes. However, I would like to start by defining the concept of ideal mobility, which
is crucial for analyzing this research. Ideal mobility consists of three factors: traveling safely, smoothly,

and comfortably.

2. Findings on Mobility in Germany

I looked for the most used transportation mode by the elderly by using public data from the
government, however, there was no precise data for that. Therefore, I used two approaches to find the most

rational assumption for the most used transportation mode.
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Primarily, it appears that private vehicles are the most utilized mode, followed by buses and LRT,
with trains being the least used. Please note that the data was collected from all age groups. The second
approach was from the data on the number of accidents involving elderly citizens employing different
modes of transportation. The data shows the highest accident occurrence in car users, followed by cyclists,

pedestrians, and others.

Fig 1. Usage of each mode of transportation in Germany
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Fig 2. Accidents occurred in elderly over 65 years old by each transportation mode

(Federal office of statistics, 2021)

Abbildung 3

Verungliickte Seniorinnen und Senioren im Alter von 65 Jahren und élter bei StraBenverkehrsunféllen
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After looking at these two sets of data, I inferred that most elderly people potentially depend on car
usage more than any other transportation mode. From this implication, the scope of my research narrowed

down to mobility using cars.

3. Systems and Policies to Support Elderly Mobility in Germany and Japan and
Their Effects

3-1. Germany’s Case

In Berlin, a mobility assistance service was introduced and is still in operation up to the present day. It
provides an accompaniment service for elderly people or visually impaired people, people suffering from
a chronic illness or confined to a wheelchair. The staff will offer help with stairs and other obstacles.

Moreover, the assisting staff will have to undergo specialized training to prepare them for the tasks and be
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Kilometres per trip maker per day

able to respond to the special problems older people and the disabled may have. As you can see from the
pictures above, the staff will accompany people in need of help. However, it's important to note that this
service is usually non-motorized.

Next, I would like to introduce bus and train travel assistance services. This service has a similarity
to the previous one in terms of being a transportation assistance for those in need. The requirements for
users are to be able to navigate their way and have a valid ticket for the use of public transportation.

Let’s look at the effect of the introduction of the above two services. The two graphs show national

trends in kilometers travelled per day by seniors above 60 years old and national trends in the number of

R . o
USA 1983 - 2008: +40% USA 1983 - 2008: +30%

ENG 1985 - 2012: +10%
GER 1982 - 2012: ~0%
JPN 1987 - 2010: ~0%

ENG 1985 - 2012: +70%

o —o 0o

30 o CER1982-2012: +40%
e —

20 S JPN 1987 - 2010: +30%

Number of trips per trip maker per day

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 0
GER ENG —e—JPN USA 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015

GER ENG —e—JPN USA

Fig 3. National trends in kilometers travelled per day Fig 4. National trends in number of trips made per day

by seniors (60+) based on national travel survey data by seniors (60+) based on national travel survey data

trips made per day by seniors above 60 years old. The graph on the left shows an uptrend in the kilometers
traveled by seniors since 1975, which can be perceived as an effect of the introduction of the Berlin mobility
assistance service in 1988. Nevertheless, the data found and used here is for Germany as a whole, so there
might be other factors that affected this increasing trend as well.

Next, I would like to introduce another system to promote the use of public transportation in Baden-
Waurttemburg. The city pointed out the high risk of accidents caused by elderly drivers, so they came up
with the idea to reduce driving done by the elderly, by giving discounts for access to public transportation
to those who surrender their license. Those eligible to receive the discount by surrendering their driver's
license must be residents of the area covered by the offer, provide proof of license surrender, and be at least
65 years old, or 60 years old and a pensioner. The discount given in the right to purchase a one-year
subscription ticket called Senioren ticket. It was mentioned in the news that half of the cost of the project
will be covered by the state government, and the other half by the cooperating public transportation

companies.
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To see the effects of the project, I looked at the number of road accidents in seniors over 65 years
old in each state to see the change in the accidents which is one of the purposes in the above policy making.
In the state of Baden-Wiirttemberg, there have not been many significant changes over the years, however,

the number of accidents in the state has always been low, as you can see from the light color in the figure.

3-2. Japan’s Case

Abb 2 Verungliickte Senioren im Alter von 65 Jahren und ilter bei Strafien-
verkehrsunfillen 2015
je 100 000 Einwohner

Fig 5. Number of road accidents in the 65+  Fig 6. Number of road accidents in the 65+ Fig 7. Number of road accidents in the 65+
year old population in 2009, per 100,000 year old population in 2015, per 100,000 year old population in 2021, per 100,000

(German Statistical Library, 2010) (German Statistical Library, 2016) (German Statistical Library, 2022)

Next, we’ll move our focus to Japan’s policies. In terms of mobility assistance, there has been an adoption
of private cars as a public transportation usage system. This idea was brought up to provide accessible
transportation in rural areas and areas where the usual public transportation modes such as buses and trains
are not available. The service is divided into two types for different target groups. One is for areas with no
public transport accessibility, and the other is for elderly and disabled people. The service also requires the
user to pay, with a price based on the price of buses and trains in the vicinity.

The next campaign that has been widely adopted around Japan is the surrendering of driving licenses
in exchange for discounts and coupons. All driving license holders over 65 years old who surrender their
driving license will be given a “Certificate of driving history”. They can use this certificate to redeem
discounts and coupons from stores and associated organizations. Examples of redemption are shopping

coupons, or transportation fee discount coupons.
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Since the purpose of the policy is to reduce the number of elderly drivers, I used the change in the
number of driver’s license holders to analyze the effect. There has been significant growth in the number

of licenses surrendered, which can be seen as a success of the campaign.
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Fig 8. Change in the number of over 65 years olds surrendering their driving licenses between 2009-2022

(R, 2023)

4. Conclusion and Recommendation

Germany’s Berlin mobility assistance services provide smooth transportation which supports people
with disabilities, or people with no accessibility to public transportation. Therefore, the “travel safely, travel
smoothly, and travel comfortably” principles are achieved by this system.

Moreover, in the surrendering driving license campaign, the similarity of having money incentives
in both countries shows money being a crucial factor in attracting people to join the campaign.

However, there were points I still found unclear and controversial during my research. First, the
exchange of driving licenses for discounts program has been in operation for less than ten years and
therefore it’s still difficult to measure the efficiency of the policy. In Germany, there are several criticisms
concerning the use of taxes for the benefit of one particular group, i.e. the elderly, including being seen as

a form of populism in political programs.

5. Adaptability to Japan

Finally, let’s look at the adaptability of these systems to Japan. Apparently, the mobility assistance
service is also available in Japan, but at a higher price. In Germany, the users are required to pay only 5
Euros per use of around 1.5 hours. However, in Japan, most service providers are private companies which
would charge at least around 31 Euros per hour of usage. On the other hand, regarding the exchange of
driving licenses for public transportation discounts campaign, the program is more prevalent and

established in Japan. Therefore, I can conclude that this program is practical and adaptable in both countries.
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A Comparison between Japan and France
Regarding Governmental Support for the Performing Arts
Meguru Yoshisaki

Should the Japanese government increase financial support for performing arts?
I will look at current situations from Japan and France and analyze the causes of
differences.

Finally, I would like to describe the pros of governmental support for arts.

1. Introduction

Culture and arts have been severely affected by the COVID-19, which put a spotlight on the problems
they face and solutions to deal with them. The current situation of governmental financial support for
performing arts groups differs greatly between Japan and France. In addition to the usual financial support
such as cultural budget, taxation, and mecenat, there are also differences in support in the Corona disaster.
My paper will compare the differences between Japan and France, and analyze the causes of these
differences. I will take a positive view of the value of the arts and describe my opinion about governmental

support for performing arts

2. Premise

Before comparing the current situation, we have to know an important premise. The definition of
performing arts is not completely the same, and the types of performing arts are becoming more varied. In
addition, the social layer governments give financial support to is also different. Arts are classified into
some kinds, for example, paintings, music, performance, architecture, and so on. Each kind of art has a

different financial situation.

3. Budget
In 2021, the budget amount is about 100 billion yen in Japan, and it is 460 billion in France. The

percentage in the whole government budget is 0.11% in Japan, 0.92% in France. We can see that both the

amount and the percentage are larger in France than in Japan.
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Country Budget Amount(¥) Percentage

Japan 100 billion 0.11%

France 460 billion 0.92%

The comparison about governmental budget for arts;
The author made the chart based on —f##tRIEAZM & BIE TFENEICE 1T 2 3UEBURE D LB
BEMREERSEE

4. Tax System

It is said that France has effective tax systems for performing arts. Let’s check three representative
points in the French tax system.

The first one is “Object tax.” Object tax means taxes used for a certain purpose. In the case of
performing arts, it is used for supporting performing art groups. When people go to theaters and watch
performing arts, audiences pay admission fees. Its 3.5% is an object tax. This object tax is collected and
Theater funding NGO distribute it to private theaters. Then private theaters get it as subsidies.

Second, there is tax reduction for performing arts in France. The French government generally puts
value-added tax on processed products and services at 20%. But in the case of performing arts, the tax rate
is lowered to 5.5%. Moreover, if theaters present new works or new direction of classical works, the tax
rate is much lower. It is 2.1%

The third point is mecenat. Mecenat is originally a French word. It means corporate support for the
arts. When corporations do mecenat, the amount of tax they have to pay decreases. The graph below shows

the change in mecenat in Franse. We can see that it is increasing rapidly.

Depuis 2010, le montant des dons déclarés auprés de I'administration fiscale
a été multiplié par 2,3 et le nombre d’entreprises mécenes par 3,8

En 2020, plus de 105 000 entreprises

. r s ont déclaré des dons, pour un montant
Evolution du mecénat en France total approchant les 2,3 milliards

(dons déduits de I'IS) d’euros.

+ Depuis 2019, on observe une stagnation
du nombre d'entreprises et du montant
des dons déclarés.
+ Les 3 événements majeurs suivants ont
affecté le mécénat des entreprises :
> Séisme et autres a Haiti en 2010,
> Incendie de Notre-Dame de Paris
en 2019 (1 centaine de ME),
» Covid et confinements successifs en
2020 et 2021.
+ Par ailleurs, lévolution du taux de
déduction au-dela de 2 M€ (ramené de 60 %
4 40 % sauf aide aux personnes en difficulté)
pourrait commencer a avoir un impact sur
les Grands mécénes en 2021.

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

= Montant des dons en ME ~ ——Nb d'entreprises en milliers

Source DGFIP. Traitement Admical. Estimation des montants calculés d‘aprés la créance de mécénat déclarée par les entreprises. 2021, chiffres provisoires. 1

'Evolution of mecenat in France;
Source : Le Barometre du mecenat d’entreprise en France
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Japan doesn’t have an objective tax and value-added tax reduction. It doesn’t even have similar ones.
Mecenat is done in many countries including Japan, but the amount is smaller and the increasing rate is

lower.

5. Worker protection

Next, I compared worker protection. Both Japan and France have unemployment insurance, but France
has an original unemployment compensation to people called “intermittent du spectacle.”

Intermittent du spectacle, IDS, means freelancers engaging in performing arts and making a living by
repeatedly making short-term deals. For example, performing actors, players in orchestras, and so on. They
can receive unemployment compensation while they do not have employment contracts. It makes it possible
for freelancers to make a living in the time when they don’t have any performance job. This system is

supporting performing arts workers and performing art itself. Japan does not have such a system.

6. Supplementary budget

The final comparison is about the supplementary budget during the COVID-19 pandemic. Performing
arts have been severely affected by the COVID-19 because large audiences gather in a theater and
performances cannot be played. We can find that there is such a big gap between two countries. The amount
is about 90 billion yen in Japan, and it is 1700 billion in France. From these points, it can be said that

governmental financial support for performing arts differs widely between Japan and France.

Country Budget Amount(¥) Period
Japan 90 billion 1 year
France 1700 billion 1 & a half year

"Mhe comparison about governmental budget for arts in the COVID19 pandemic;
The author made the chart based on —#g#EIEAZM & BlE TEENEICH 1T 2 ULBERED L&A
BMREEREE

7. The reasons for the differences

Why are they so different? I think there are many reasons, but let me describe three main reasons. First,
France has been a center of the arts for several centuries in Europe. Especially from the Renaissance, famous
artists and people of culture came to France and arts got interaction and development. Second, there are so
many cultural events and festivals, and places where they are held. France has a lot of museums and theaters.

There are also many arts schools and research institutions. Additionally, the people involved in arts get
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together in Paris film festivals, Paris fashion weeks, and Avignon drama festivals. It enables French people
to touch the arts since they are young. Third, arts are regarded as more important in life in France than they

are in Japan.

8. My opinion

In my opinion, there should be more support for arts. I think arts are creative activities by human
beings. They give us the richness of the mind and richness of our human lives. If all arts are lost in the
world, we would not be able to enjoy our lives and human beings would no longer be what human beings
are. In short, arts have precious value. However, famous researchers proved that performing arts groups
cannot continue without governmental financial support, and this fact has never been challenged for many

years. For this reason, | agree with the opinion that the Japanese government should support arts more.
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Common Agricultural Policy Reform for EU Enlargement from the
Perspective of EU Cohesion
Takuto Suzuki

How was the CAP reformed when new countries joined the EU in 2004 ?

Does the CAP really contribute to EU cohesion?

1. Introduction

My presentation is about the Common Agricultural Policy of the EU and the EU enlargement in
2004. Firstly, I will talk about the background of EU cohesion. Then I am going to explain what the
common agricultural policy called CAP is. Thirdly, I will discuss the purpose of the CAP. Fourth, I
would like to describe CAP reforms for central and eastern Europe. Finally, I will address the question

whether CAP contributes to EU cohesion.

2. EU Cohesion

Let’s get started by discussing some basic historical facts about EU cohesion. The EU was
created in 1992. The EU was established to enhance European political and economic integration by
creating a single currency, a unified foreign and security policy, common citizenship rights and so on.
To begin with, improving EU cohesion is one of the core objectives of the Union. In the Maastricht
Treaty, the EU set its objective as “promoting economic and social progress which is balanced and
sustainable through the strengthening of economic and social cohesion.” Before the EU was created,
there were a lot of policies for improving cohesion. Most of them focused on reducing the disparity
between regions or sectors. Also, anticipating the EU enlargement of the 2000s, cohesion policies
became much more important to make it successful. These policies have had an important role on
cohesion. One of the cohesion policies is the Common Agricultural Policy. In particular, the CAP aims

to tackle the gap between the agricultural sector and other sectors of the economy.

3. Common Agricultural Policy

Next, [ will explain what the Common Agricultural Policy is. There are two pillars of the CAP.
The first one is direct payments to farmers. Direct payments are an income support program for farmers

based on the size of their farms in hectares, which are called basic payments. There are also payments
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for climate, the environment and animal welfare. Recently, these kinds of payments are getting more
attention since many people are aware of climate change and other environmental problems. However,
this first pillar is gradually considered to be insufficient to make people’s lives in rural areas better. In
other words, the CAP has to deal with non-farmers in rural areas as well as farmers. Therefore, a second
pillar which concerns rural development policies, was set up in 2000 to improve all people’s living
standards, including non-farmers in rural areas by fostering the competitiveness of those areas and
preserve the multiple functions they have. Rural development policies work towards six priorities, such
as innovation in agriculture, promoting food chain organization, supporting the shift toward a low-
carbon and climate resilient economy in the agriculture, and so on. To achieve the six priorities, the EU

provides 20 kinds of policies, and each country chooses the best one for them.

4. The Purpose of the CAP

Thirdly, I would like to explain the purpose of the CAP. The most important purpose of the CAP
since it was created is to ensure a fair living standard for the agricultural community. As you can see in
the graph below, the wages of farmers are relatively low compared to the other industries. One of the
reasons why this huge gap exists is that farming is a risky and costly business. There is an inevitable
time gap between consumer demand and farmers being able to increase supply as growing more wheat
or producing more milk takes time and investment. Additionally, globalization and fluctuations in
supply and demand have made agricultural market prices more volatile in recent years, adding to farmers’
concerns. Considering these situations in agriculture, the EU thinks that financial support for farmers is
essential. In addition to the low wages of farmers, the living standard of non-farmers is also low
compared to the people in urban areas. To tackle this problem, since around 2000, the EU has put more
emphasis on its rural development policies which include increasing employment and supporting
processing food in rural regions, among others. Another purpose is to preserve the multiple functions of
rural areas. For example, cultivating crops reduces green gasses and contributes to slowing down climate
change. Also, there are many landscapes and cultures in those areas. Moreover, rural areas have a
function in preserving biodiversity. So, to preserve these values, the CAP provides a wide range of

policies, and each country can choose the best ones, based on their situation.
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5. CAP Reforms

Next, I will discuss how the CAP changed, anticipating the EU enlargement to eastern and central
Europe. Because central and eastern European countries depend more on agriculture than western
Europe, the economic gap between eastern and western Europe is serious. The EU thinks that to improve
cohesion it is necessary to reduce the disparity to some extent. In 2004, ten new countries joined the EU.
Most of the countries are located in central and eastern Europe. To make this successful, the CAP reform
was implemented beforehand. The first change was to support farmers by direct payments instead of
supporting prices. This is because the CAP expenditure was getting larger and larger, and the EU can no
longer support prices for eastern and western Europe. Also, the CAP tries to increase agricultural
competitiveness in the world by introducing a market mechanism. In short, this change was for dealing
with the expectation of increasing expenditure for the new countries. The second change was to provide
rural development policies to increase the living standard of all people in rural areas, such as support for
processing and marketing of agricultural products or additional grants for environmentally friendly

farming, for example. In addition to that, to deal with the diversification in Union, the EU had to provide
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a wide variety of policies so that each member state could implement the most appropriate policies

depending on its economic or political situation.

6. Contribution to EU Cohesion

Finally, I will talk about the effect of the CAP on EU cohesion. As you can see in this graph,
generally, the GDP growth of eastern Europe has been higher than that of western Europe since late
1990s. Therefore, the economic gap between eastern and western Europe has become smaller. I don’t
know whether this outcome was caused by the CAP or not, but all in all, the level of cohesion in terms
of disparity is increasing. Also, the graph in the fourth paragraph indicates that the wages of farmers
compared to other industries are increasing gradually. So, according to it, it can be said that the EU has
achieved better cohesion. The economic gap between western and eastern Europe is getting smaller but
there is still a huge gap between these two regions. Also, even though the gap between farmers and
others is decreasing, disparities still exist. Therefore, the EU should continue to deal with the gap by

revising its CAP, and making it more suitable for all countries in the EU.

IMF Data Mapper ® Real GDP growth (Annual percent change)
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0
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©IMF, 2023, Source: World Economic Outlook (April 2023)
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On the Economic Impact of Changes in the Number of EU

Member States
Satoshi Omata

This report explains the economic effects before and after the fifth enlargement,
when 10 countries joined simultaneously, in the history of the EU, which is also an

economic free area, and its usefulness, touching on Brexit.

1. Introduction

This report examines the economic benefits of the Economic Free Zone from the history of the
European Union (EU), which is also an Economic Free Zone, by looking at the economic effects before
and after the fifth enlargement, the largest in the EU's history, when ten countries joined simultaneously.
The article will explain the usefulness of membership of the free economic area by looking at GDP growth
rates in 2003 and 2004, the year of accession, and the increase in imports and exports to EU member states,

while also referring to the UK's withdrawal from the EU in 2020, known as Brexit.

2. Effect on economics by the fifth expansion

First, I will discuss about GDP growth for new countries. EU, which is not on this graph showed a

rowth rate of 4%, two percentage points higher than in previous years.
g p gep g ¥

10%

Figl. Authors' compilation from (GDP and main components, EUROSTAT (2024))
This table shows the calculated GDP growth rates for countries that joined the EU in 2004, we can
see the countries that line of the graph bolded can confirm that their GDP growth rates increased

significantly after EU accession.
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This next table shows the percentage change in total imports and exports to the EU. Here it can be
seen that more significant changes can be observed. When ten countries joined in 2004, there was an
increase of nearly 9 percentage points in the EU, and some new member states saw their total imports and
exports to the EU rise by up to 30 percentage points or more. This can be attributed to the increase in total
trade in the EU, including the new Member States, as well as the enlargement of the EU to its largest size
of 10 countries in 2004. At the same time, this increase can be attributed to the removal of tariffs due to the
removal of trade barriers, which gave the new Member States an advantage over non-EU Member States

when importing and exporting to EU Member States, allowing them to sell more goods.

3. Conclusion for effect on economics by joining the EU

The increases in GDP growth and in total imports and exports to the EU provide further evidence
that the economic cycle within the EU has become more developed as a result of new accession and the
increase in the number of EU member states, making it a large single economic area. This assumption can
be proved correct, especially as there was also significant increase in the total value of exports and imports
of the old Member States of the EU in 2004, when the number of new Member States increased all at once.
What are the benefits of a well-developed economic area: the EU guarantees not only goods and services,
but also the freedom of movement of people. This means that people can move freely within the EU in
search of the environment, goods and services they seek, and the wider the area, the more choice they have.
It is also important to remember that when people move, money moves and the economy circulates, and it
cannot be ignored that for the EU the expansion of its economic area has brought, or has brought, significant

benefits.
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4. About Brexit

So far, I have described the economic changes and benefits of EU membership for several new
member states. However, in 2020 the UK withdrew from the EU. I will now explain the reasons for the
UK's withdrawal and the UK afterwards.

Political factors are likely to be involved in this: the EU has introduced policies to reduce inequalities
between member states, known as cohesion policies. The budgets for these policies are financed by the EU
Member States, with developed countries in particular bearing a large share of the burden. This means that
the more economically underdeveloped new Member States are, the more the burden is borne by developed
countries such as the UK, therefore they judged as it does not receive an enough return from the EU
commensurate with this burden.

The UK subsequently signed a protocol on UK membership of the Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement on Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), which is the third largest free trade area after the EU
market, with the first 11 member economies accounting for around 14% of global GDP.

Joining this economic area would not be as unified or single market as the EU, but it would have
significant economic advantages and benefits in a market with preferential regional tariffs. This is also
evident from data such as the increase in GDP as a result of EU membership mentioned above. In other
words, although the UK decided to leave the EU, but they did not deny the economic benefits of the free
trade market itself and prevented itself from leaving the free trade market altogether by joining the CPTTP,
which in itself indicates that leaving the free trade market of the EU would have a negative impact on the

domestic economy.

5. Conclusion

Membership of the EU has great benefit for new member states, as it is a large economic area with
significant economic advantages, such as no tariffs within that economic area and subsidies for disparities
within EU member states. Furthermore, even the UK, which left the free economic area known as the EU,
is a member of the CPTPP, the third largest free economic area in the world, which could prove that the
UK's exit from the EU was not a rejection of the usefulness of the free economic area. In recent years, as
the world has become increasingly globalized, the key to development will be the extent to which we can

utilize the Economic Free Zone.
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How to Improve the Quality of Japanese After-School Care Programs

Kazumasa Miwa

How should the Japanese government make after-school programs
safer for children?

We will look at cases of Japan and France.

. Introduction

Thanks for coming. Before my presentation let me introduce myself. My name is Kazumasa Miwa
and now I’m in the second year of Hitotsubashi university majoring in economics. So now I will start.

Has anyone in the class ever used after-class activities in a children’s center, or gakudo, which is
Japanese for after-school programs?

As you may know, in after-school activities elementary school children can play with friends or study
together until their working parents pick them up. However, the situation with the activities is different
from when we were kids. It’s reported that lots of children died or got injured severely in after-school
programs in 2022. Through this presentation I’'m going to clarify what’s going on in these programs and
hope you gain a better understanding of the current situation of child welfare. To begin with, I'd like to talk
about the current conditions of after-school activities in Japan. Then I will summarize how the French
government deals with their own activities. Lastly, I suggest some possible solutions to such problems

through a comparison between Japanese and French care programs.

. Current Condition

Let’s go through the current situation of Japanese after-school activities. The Ministry of Health,
Labor and Welfare defines the word as “a space for providing recreation and appropriate life for children
left at home by their working parents.” Plus, most of the children who use these programs are elementary
school children. Their role is focused on securing children’s mental stability, physical safety, and places to
play. Though this sounds nice, the reality is not that good and is rather a crisis. Now it is reported that 80%
of accidents where children died or got injured severely in child welfare of Japan happened during after-
school activities. 80%! Now you may wonder, “What are instructors doing?” “Aren’t they taking care of
the children?” But here there’s also a surprising statistic: it says about 30% of all after-school children clubs
don’t satisfy the national standard of the number of skilled instructors! The standard itself, doesn’t seem so

strict, just 2 or more qualified instructors for every 40 children. So a serious lack of professional staff is
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one aspect of the crisis. Then you may think they could seek help from schools or other organizations to
get out of the crisis. But that is still not common. Only 18.3% of Japanese after-school clubs conduct third-

party evaluations, which is the second aspect of the crisis.

* The Case of France

I would now like to take the case in France as an advanced example of after-school programs. France is
quite famous for the ease of child-rearing there, but French after-school care programs often have
undergone problems similar to those stated in the last slide. I’ll later compare both countries’ programs in
terms of measures against these two problems.

So let’s look at its basic concept of the activities. The French word for them is “centres de loisirs”, which
exactly means “a leisure center”. And the conception of “centres de loisirs” is a place where children learn
spontaneity, autonomy and critical thinking. Plus, any children can use their local city’s centres de loisirs
without any preconditions. The French government also mentioned the content of activities in detail—
athletic activities such as canoeing or climbing, and scientific activities like astronomy and computing.
Also, there has to be about 1 instructor for 10 children, which is a much more strict number than Japan's.
But how do they follow it? Actually France had been suffering from a lack of instructors for years too, but
they got over it by supporting attainment of a national qualification for instructors, which is BAFA. It stands
for “brevet d'aptitude aux fonction d’animateur”, which means a certificate for the aptitude of facilitators.
In particular, the French government lowered the minimum age of instructors from 17 to 16, and reduced
BAFA training cost by 100 euros per person. And the result is a 37% increase in instructors in one year.
You may be concerned about the quality of instructors after hearing that, but don’t worry, it doesn’t mean
that the quality of the training or internship has worsened. In fact, in some French cities, lots of university
students apply for the internship of the instructors of centres de loisirs with BAFA. What’s more, after-
school clubs are not alone in taking care of children. In France, each area has a national agency called
“collective reception sector committee”, which guarantees the quality of instructors’ employment, wage

and training standards.

. Suggestion

So, we’ve seen some of the French government’s policies on centres de loisirs. But can we just introduce
these policies to Japanese after-school activities? The answer is “No.” As I said in the beginning, we just
can’t say that after-school programs in Japan are safe any longer. So many children play together or run
freely there that they collide with each other and injure themselves badly. Under such situations, no one

wants to become an instructor since they don’t want to be responsible for that, even if we improve their
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working conditions. Then what’s the difference? Now do you remember the basic concept of centres de
loisirs? It is the place where children learn spontaneity, autonomy and critical thinking. And in particular,
children can enjoy canoeing, climbing or learning something scientific. Quite educational, right? And I
strongly believe that this was a key to the success of France in that it’s not just a place for playing or taking
care of children like one in Japan. If after-school activities take on such educational values in Japan, then
it’s likely that the current instructors are more motivated since then their job may influence children’s
futures and children have to be well-behaved as in their school. Also instructors’ wages will rise up since
simply the amount of their task increases. Both of these will certainly lead to more demand for instructor
jobs. It’s not until these prerequisites are in place that policies like support for attainment of qualifications

or guaranteeing good working conditions for them will be quite effective.

. Conclusion

Let me summarize what I have covered. Firstly, Japanese after-school facilities are now suffering from
a lack of professional instructors and a connection with other local officials. Next, the French government
is tackling similar problems by supporting people’s attainment of national qualifications and placing a
national agency in each area. Lastly, I suggest changing the concept of after-school activities to a more
educational place necessary for children’s healthy development. To conclude, I’d like to leave you with the
thought that taking care of children should be the task of all parties related to the child, including after-

school activities, which is the only way to protect children’s and parents’ smiles. Thank you!
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Comparison of the Current Status and National Investment in Early
Childhood Education in Japan and France

Yuichiro Yumoto

What is the difference between Japan and France?

Is the return on investment in infant education really significant?

1. Introduction

I will try to organize and present the current status of preschool education in Japan and France, explain
the amount of investment in it, and look at the correlation with the economic situation in each country.
When analyzing preschool education, there are essentially many variables such as family situations, local
residents, the structure and curriculum of caregivers, playground equipment at childcare facilities,
investment in learning, etc., and these variables need to be scrutinized and taken into consideration. But
here I have decided to focus on the amount of public investment in early preschool education on a national

basis.
Rate of Return
on Human

Capital \
Investment \

PreSchool School After Graduation

0 Age

Fig. 1 Social rate of return on human capital by age of child
(Reference: ithA E&F, 2011)

This report assumes that education is viewed as an investment. Many studies have actually been
conducted on this, excluding economic indicators, and in recent years the importance of preschool
education has been the focus of much attention. Specifically, studies by Heckman, Van Huizen, Hendren
& Sprung-Keyser, and others have found that investments in preschool education are profitable and have

high returns.

2. Current Status of Early Childhood Education in Japan/France

We begin our comparison with the current state of infant education in Japan and France. We can see that

the numbers are close in many indicators. I have given here the population, the number of facilities, the age

97



of free early childhood education, the number of facility users, and the ratio of facility users to the

population, and I would say that numerically and physically the environments are close.

2. Similarities and Differences between Japan and France

Two countries have similar humbers on many indicators.

Country Pop. (0-5y.) Num. of all Facilities Age to become Free Num. of facility Users % of user/pop.

Japan | 5,880,935 48,355 3 years old 3,970,899 67.5%
12,924

France 4,303,369 + 3 years old 2,552,014 59.3%
437,600

Fig. 2 Current Status of Japan and France

(Source: OECD Data * Repéres et références statistiques, 2022) * - & & FZERIEERR, 2022)

On the other hand, there are many areas of difference, such as the country's education policy, the culture
to begin with, and the characteristics of the curriculum that emerge from it.

The Japanese curriculum clearly defines preschool education as "the stage connecting to elementary
school and cultivating the foundation for compulsory education," giving the impression that preschool
education is intended as preparatory education for schooling, but the description of educational content and
methods in the curriculum shows aspects similar to life science. However, in the description of educational
content and methods in the curriculum, aspects similar to life guidance can be seen. In other words, the
distinction between school readiness curriculum and life foundation curriculum is not clear in Japan, as
both cognitive and social aspects are emphasized. In terms of facilities, there are nursery schools as
commissioned facilities, kindergartens as early childhood education facilities, and certified kindergartens
that combine the two, and the policy is to integrate nursery schools and kindergartens in the future.

On the other hand, early childhood education is an important stage in the French curriculum to ensure
students' academic success. Its main mission is to ensure that children go to school to learn, to assert
themselves, and to develop their individuality. This is done through the discovery of letters, numbers, and
other areas of learning. Children learn by playing, thinking, and problem solving a lot anyway. This
"learning" aspect is most evident in the lowering of the compulsory schooling age to 3 years old in 2019.

This means that early childhood education facilities have been replaced by schools (public education).
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Thus, the content of education differs greatly between Japan, where the goal is to provide both a
foundation for life and school readiness through play, and France, where the school readiness aspect is

strongly emphasized.

3. History of Investment in Early Childhood Education in Japan/France

Based on this current situation of preschool education in Japan and France, we’re now focusing on the
actual amount of investment.

This next graph shows the percentage of domestic GDP that is invested in "education”. It is important to
note that "education expenditures" are not limited to preschool. From this, it can be read that France

allocates more of its pie to the overall cost of education than either the OECD average or Japan.

France leads in both expenditure on pre-primary as a % of GDP and of government
expenditure on education.

Government expenditure on pre-primary education expenditure on pre-primary as % of
as % of GDP (%) government expenditure on education (%)

e~

02

0.1

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Japan e France Japan e France

Fig. 3 Investment on Preschool Education over the Past Few Years

(Source: OECD Data)

So far, we have explained that France invests more in education than Japan, but we found similar results
when we limited our analysis to pre-primary education: France leads in both expenditure on pre-primary as
a percentage of GDP and of government expenditure on education. As you can see from the graph, there is
such a large discrepancy between Japan and France.

However, if we look at the amount of expenditure per capita (which means, dividing total expenditure
by the number of children), the difference narrows considerably. Although the amount of spending is still
higher in France, there is not much difference between Japan and France. Both countries are gradually

increasing their spending, albeit slightly below the OECD average.

99



Since Japan's birth rate is declining, there is not much difference on an individual basis.

(%) Annual Total Expenditure on Pre-school Education per child

12000
10000

8000

4000

The amount of expenditures per student has
gradually increased over the years

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

apan (Pre-school)  ==@=France (Pre-school) OECD Ave (Pre-school)

Fig. 4 Annual Total Expenditure on Pre-school Education per Child

(Source: OECD Data)
I also found that the ratio of public to private spending is quite different between Japan and France. Japan
lacks slightly in public spending, as shown in this figure. This suggests that families of economic and social

status with limited private spending can struggle.

4. Correlation between Investment and Economic Factors

Let us now look at the relationship between such government spending and economic indicators. To
determine whether the amount of public investment correlates with a country's economy, we examined the
correlation between the amount of investment and GDP growth and labor productivity.

Using somewhat crude logic, I hypothesized that public investment in early childhood education would
have some effect on the national economy about 20 years from now, when several years would have passed
since infants entered the labor market. Therefore, I examined the weighted average of public investment in
1998-2002 and the weighted average of GDP per capita and labor productivity in 2018-2022. This was
done because we believed that averaging over five years would eliminate some of the effects of market

fluctuations and the economy.
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4.1. Correlation with “GDP Rate”

The larger the investment 20 years ago, the more the GDP Rate has grown as
its return. (3 Assumption: 20 years later children are in the workforce and return)

(%) Investment Amount and Per Capita GDP ) %) Investment Amount and Annual GDP Growth Rate (%)
07 52000 0.7 2
06 50000 0.6
15
05 48000 | 0.5
04 46000 04 1
03 44000 | 0.3 05
02 42000 0.2
0
0.1 - 40000 0.1
0 38000 0 05
Japan France OECD Av Japan France OECD Av
s av. expenditure on pre-primary as % of 1t expenditure on m— av. expenditure on pre-primary as % of govemnment expenditure on
education (%) (1998-2002) education (%) (1998-2002)
——av. GDP per Capita (2018-2022) ——av. Real GDP Annual growth rate (%) (2018-2022)

Fig.5 Investment Amount and GDP Rate

(Source: OECD Data)

4.2. Correlation with “Labor Productivity”

Labor productivity also depends on the amount of investment made 20 years

ago. (3% Assumption: 20 years later children are in the workforce and return)

Investment Amount and Labor Productivity (Person) Investment Amount and Labor Productivity (Per Hour)
0.7 140000 0.7 LY
06 120000 | 0.6 &
70
0.5 100000 0.5
60
0.4 80000 0.4 50
03 60000 03 40
30
0.2 40000 0.2
20
0 0 0 0
Japan France OECD Av Japan France OECD Av
—ay. e on pre-primary as % of eon mmm av. expenditure on pre-primary as % of govemment expenditure on
education (%) (1998-2002) education (%) (1998-2002)

——av. Labor productivity (per person) (2018-2022)

av. Labor productivity (per hour) (2018-2022)

Fig.6 Investment Amount and Labor Productivity
(Source: OECD Data)
As a result, there appeared to be a relationship between the size of public investment and the size of

economic indicators, as shown in the figures above.

5. Summary

We compared the current status, history, and national public investment in early childhood education in
Japan and France, and finally explored the correlation between the two countries' economic conditions.

Both Japan and France have made progress in improving access to early childhood education, and their
penetration rates are similar. On the other hand, the positioning of infant and toddler education differs. In
Japan, the acquisition of non-cognitive skills through play and daily life is also considered important, while
in France, the connection to elementary school is emphasized as part of compulsory education. Although

the total amount of national public investment is higher in France, the difference in the amount of public
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investment per infant can be considered an error. The largest difference between France and Japan was not
the amount of public investment, but rather the difference in household spending. I examined whether the
amount of public investment correlates with the country's economy, and found that it is positively correlated

with GDP growth and labor productivity.
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Environmental Awareness in Japan/Germany

Satoshi Omata, Minami Kakuda, Mizuki Nagasaki,

Yuichiro Yumoto, Meguru Yoshizaki

Why is environmental awareness in Japan so low?

What should we do to improve the situation?
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Introduction of Policy Instruments for Reducing CO2 Emissions
In Japan

Koshiro Kamiya, Kazumasa Miwa, Hannarong Sawitta,

Arisa Shiraishi, N.S., Takuto Suzuki

What has the Japanese government been doing to acheive zero emissions ?
Are we really on the right path to carbon reduction,

what else can we do?
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CHAPTER 3

OUR ELEVEN DAYS
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Sunday, 25th February 2024

France

France is a republic located in Western Europe with Paris as its capital. The country has a land area of
approximately 540,000 square kilometers and a population of approximately 68 million people, which is
approximately half the population of Japan. By religion, it is composed of Catholics (approximately 90%),
Muslims (approximately 8%), Protestants (approximately 1%), and Jews (approximately 1%).

Next, we will focus on economic trends in France. Looking at GDP, the French economy is characterized
by moderate growth, but on the other hand, it also faces chronic unemployment issues, with the
unemployment rate maintained around 7% from 2022 onwards. Another characteristic of the French
economy is the high rate of tax and social security burdens. Looking at the size of social security benefits
(ratio to GDP) in 2013, the UK, Germany, and Sweden were in the 20% range, while France was 31.7%,
which is characterized by the large scale of pension benefits compared to other European countries.

Finally, we will have to mention French diplomacy. France, along with West Germany, has played a
central role in European integration. France is an original member state of the ECSC (European Coal and
Steel Community), which is the predecessor of the EC (European Community). Its success led to the first
step in European integration, which later evolved into the EC and EU. During this period, France took a
proactive stance toward monetary union and defense integration, contributing to European integration.

On the other hand, it is known that the sense of solidarity with European integration is not necessarily
stable. There is a growing sense of dissatisfaction among the people, with 54.87% of France voting against
the European Constitution in a referendum on the ratification of the European Constitutional Treaty. As the
number of member states increases and relations become more complex, France's movements in the EU are

attracting attention.

N.S.

Paris

Paris is the capital of France, with a population of about 2.15 million and an area of about 105 square
kilometers. It is a smaller city than the 23 wards of Tokyo, which have a population of about 9.8 million
and an area of about 627 square kilometers. Paris consists of 20 arrondissements, which are divided in an
escargot shape from the 1st arrondissement to the 20th in sequence, centered on the Ile de la Cité. Instead
of having a single terminal station for the city like Tokyo Station, Paris has seven big stations, such as Gare
de Lyon, with lines continuing to other cities. The Paris metro system stretches across the city, with lines 1

to 14.

116



The city has many famous tourist attractions such as the Louvre Museum and the Eiffel Tower and is the
world's number one tourist city. It is not only a tourist city, but also an economic metropolis with many
companies. Building heights are also restricted, and the beautiful streets remain as they were in the past.
The student district of Quartier latin, lined with the University of Paris and high schools, is a truly beautiful
town, and [ was deeply moved by it when we visited.

We visited the Eiffel Tower, the Arc de Triomphe, the Louvre, the Orsay Museum, Montmartre, and
many other tourist attractions. All the cities and buildings were beautiful, and we never got tired of looking
at the view of Paris all the time.

Mizuki Nagasaki

Quartier latin the Eiffel Tower the Louvre
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Tuesday 27th at 10:00

IEA

IEA is the abbreviation for “International Energy Agency”. Its headquarters is located in Paris. 31
countries including Japan are members of the IEA. Five countries are seeking to be a part of it and the IEA
is also associated with 13 countries.

IEA was founded in 1974 to deal with the problem of oil security. In those years, oil crises happened,
and the world needed the Agency for this energy problem. These days, they are dealing with the problem
not only for oil security but also for other energy problems like decarbonization. The current Executive
Director is Dr Fatih Birol fromTiirkiye, who became the executive director in 2015. One of the activities
that IEA is working on is collecting energy data. They collect data from over 180 countries, and those
precise data are used in many research studies. IEA uses those data and analyzes them to make proposals.
The Paris Agreement was made based on their data and forecast. Some of the most reliable sources that are
used around the world are their analysis, data, policy recommendations, and real-world solutions.

In our visits, Mr. Sadamori, the director of Energy Markets and Security told us the basic information
about IEA and the insights of the future of energy. After that, Mr. Sadamori and Mr. Takashiro from the
Ministry of Economy answered our questions.

In the lecture, he showed us the data the IEA had researched, and how they analyzed them. Here is a

summary of the lecture. Firstly, they showed us the target. Nowadays, world countries are trying to achieve
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net zero emissions, but considering the current situation, it seems to be difficult to achieve it. IEA set some
goals for 2030 to make that possible, like tripling renewable energy and cutting methane into quarters. Next,
data for each energy were given. For petroleum, there is a perspective that its consumption will continue to
rise until 2028. One of the reasons for this is that it is so useful and it is difficult to be replaced. For the gas,
its prices have been very high these past few years, and it is difficult to predict how they will be consumed
in the future because the situation regarding this is very complicated. For the coal, we learned that these
days, many of the consumers are in Asian countries, especially China. And lastly, he talked about renewable
energy like nuclear power. They are using nuclear power more than before, and if it continues, it will be
used about 2.5 times more in 2030. He said that IEA is looking for ways to make energy clean, but also
protect the stable supply of energy for people.

After the lecture, we asked Mr. Sadamori and Mr. Takashiro some questions. Our questions were about
various fields like what we can do for the energy problem as citizens, and what countries and IEA can do
about ESG investment, diversity of IEA members, electric cars, hydrogen, and regulations. They both

answered our questions very kindly, and we were able to deepen our understanding of the energy problem.

We had a wonderful and very useful time at [EA.
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Wednesday, 28th at 9:40

Paris University

On February 28", we visited Université Paris Cité to interact with its students learning the Japanese
language. To begin with, they gave us unique and funny self-introductions to help us remember their names.
One student, whose name’s pronunciation is “tesan”, used a mnemonic “three hands” (i.e.,"te ga sanko” in
Japanese) in her introduction while another student told us her first name is the same as that of a very

famous Japanese anime character Eren Yeager from Attack on Titan. Then we moved on to the presentation

Group photo taken in the end
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of our personal research about Europe or EU in English,
after all the Japanese and French students were divided into
11 small groups according to their interests. Mine was
regarding how to make Japanese after-school programs
safer, and no sooner had it ended than French students
" started to ask questions in English one right after another.

Some of them were based on their experience of after-

school activities in France and helped me understand their

Personal presentations

reputations better. In the following discussions, we are just astonished by
their proficiency in Japanese and English and the broad knowledge in the Japanese culture and social issues.
In my group, whose theme is education, three other French students actively asked me about Japanese
education’s problems and shared with me what they knew about it. For instance, they told me that they
heard about Japanese cram schools where children study for the university or high school entrance exams
and they thought that French students can enjoy easier school life than Japanese ones. Also, their interests
in Japan outside the classroom are as profound. One of my groupmates excitedly said that Japanese manga
is quite famous among French youths, from the long-

seller ones such as One Piece and Dragon Ball to the

latest one like Oshi no Ko. Lastly, it was our turn to —
listen to the French students’ presentations, and in my
group they talked about French high school education
and entrance into universities. At the end of each
presentation slide, they asked me about my views on

it or what it looks like in Japanese high school so that "

we could have discussions during their presentation.
Finally, we had a snack party in the classroom, where we enjoyed each other’s countries’ candies and cakes.
Some of us were on such good terms with the students there that they exchanged contact information.
Others played simple games of creating Japanese words as long as possible with them. This was the first
time for many of us to interact with French youths so deeply, and we had a much better time talking about
academic matters or personal interests than we had expected. We again realized how having conversations
with local people helps a lot to understand the country’s culture and society.

Kazumasa Miwa
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at 15:40

The Japan Cultural Institute in Paris

Since its opening in 1997, the Japan Cultural Institute in Paris has served as one of the Japan Foundation's

largest overseas bases for disseminating Japanese culture from Paris, the capital of culture and the arts,

122



through joint efforts by the Japanese, French,
and public sectors. The center introduces
Japanese culture from a variety of perspectives,
from traditional to pop culture, through
exhibitions, stage performances, films, lectures
by Japanese studies scholars, libraries,
children's programs, atelier programs, etc. At
the same time, it offers a variety of hands-on

courses and Japanese language courses,

including manga, tea ceremony, calligraphy,
ikebana, kimono, Japanese food and Japanese sake, etc. At a time of great change in the world, the Japan
Cultural Institute in Paris aims to contribute to the realization of a sustainable society by bringing together
people with diverse values through the power of Japanese culture and providing clues to solving global

issues such as climate change and widening inequalities.

We heard from two staff members. The first person was Mari Murakoshi. Ms. Murakoshi is an officer in
The Japan Cultural Institute in Paris. She gave us an explanation about the institution and the current
cultural situation in Paris. The second person was Hitoshi Suzuki, a director of The Japan Cultural Institute
in Paris. He worked at NHK for 36 years and assumed his current post in 2021. He answered our questions

based on his various experiences.

Ms. Murakoshi has produced some events where Japanese culture is shown to French people. For
example, when Japonisme 2018 was held to commemorate the 160th anniversary of the exchange between
France and Japan, the Eiffel Tower was lit up with a Japanese theme. Noh and Kyogen plays were also

performed in theaters in Paris. Mr. Murakoshi was involved in the planning and execution of these projects.

After a short break, Mr. Suzuki came to speak with us. He shared many stories about our personal themes.
All of them were deeply interesting, perhaps because they were based on his experiences while working at
NHK. What impressed me was that what he thought was the weakness of Japanese culture. He said that
Japan has a problem in the movie industry. Japan is good at making emotionally beautiful movies. On the
other hand, Japanese entertaining films, except for animation films, are not well received abroad.
Additionally, Japan is also not good at creating pop culture. It is South Korea that is making great strides

in the field of pop culture. In fact, Korean pop culture is very popular in Japan.

123



They both said that interest in and popularity of Japanese culture is growing in France now more than
ever. Not only anime and manga, but also Japanese traditions such as the Tale of Genji and Japanese-style
architecture are attracting attention. We hope that Japanese culture will ride this wave of popularity and be
widely enjoyed throughout the world.

Meguru Yoshisaki
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Cocktail Party

In the evening of February 28", we were invited to the house of Mr.
Yamaya, who is working at the embassy of Japan in France. We met
four people who graduated from Hitotsubashi university. All of them
work or study in Paris. By talking to them and having some food and g~
drinks, we were able to enjoy the night. At the same time. Taking about

lives or future careers in Paris was really interesting for most of us.
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Thursday, 29th at 10:25

Embassy of Japan in France

Public Diplomacy

At the Embassy of Japan in France, Mr Yamaya, an alumnus of Hitotsubashi University and the head of
the Josuikai Paris Branch, spoke about Japan's public diplomacy.

According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs' website, public diplomacy is carried out because it is
essential for the smooth and effective implementation of foreign policy and for Japanese people to increase
their interest in Japan and deepen their understanding, trust and familiarity in order to facilitate cross-border
activities and exchanges with people around the world. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs actively
disseminates various information on Japan's foreign policy and general situation, introduces Japanese
culture, conducts personal exchanges and provides support for the spread of the Japanese language abroad.
Examples of public diplomacy include overseas public relations, cultural exchanges, cooperation through
international organisations, grant aid for culture and exchange programmes to promote understanding of
Japan.

In other words, it is a policy that does not aim at spreading culture per se, but looks beyond that to being
utilised in foreign policy by increasing the number of people who know about culture.

This was a topic that came up frequently in Mr Yamaya's talk and during the Q&A session, but he also
stressed the reality that even if the number of people interested in Japanese culture, etc. increases in opinion
polls, it is difficult to see the causal relationship with this policy, and it is difficult to show the effects in
figures. However, it can be a positive thing for foreigners to deepen their understanding of Japanese culture
and other aspects of Japan, but it cannot be a negative thing. This policy is used all over the world, as it is
useful not only for diplomacy, but also for private business.

A similar policy is implemented by the Japan Foundation, an independent administrative corporation,
where the Ministry of Foreign Affairs implements cultural diplomacy policy together with the embassies,
while the Japan Foundation implements cultural projects, which is also carried out in Paris, France. Of
course, in places where there is no branch of the Japan Foundation, the embassy sometimes takes on this

role.

How public diplomacy conducted by the Embassy of Japan in France

The Embassy uses social networking services (SNS) as well as the Embassy's website to communicate
on foreign policy, Embassy events, culture, arts and sports in France, which is different from that in Japan.
However, as some information is sent to French-speaking countries, it is also sent via Twitter, which is

used by only about 30% of the French population. The Japanese embassies in France, where there are many
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excellent French speakers, consider how best to express information in French, and the embassies in each

country consider how to effectively reach the recipients of the information.

Impressions

I was surprised to learn that there are more and wider measures and
public relations activities than I had imagined: I could only vaguely
imagine the existence of websites, SNS and press conferences, but [ was
surprised to learn that there is a lot of work behind the scenes, such as
explaining the background to policies and measures in detail and
monitoring media coverage in France. The French government has a
strong presence in France, and the Japanese culture is widespread there.
At the same time, I heard that in terms of the penetration of Japanese

culture, there are few difficulties or weaknesses in France because

Japanese culture is widespread there, but that other countries often lose
out in terms of scale, especially in terms of entertainment such as films, and that there are weaknesses in
Japanese culture and art, and that there is a lot of work being done by other ministries. The importance of
individual policies, such as the influence of the success of measures taken by other ministries and agencies,

was also felt.
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at 11:20
Visits at Dai Nippon Printing Co., Ltd.

The DNP is one of the largest comprehensive printing companies in the world. The DNP has over
36,000 employees and has established business sites around the world. The DNP’s main strengths are the
printing and information technologies that have been cultivated since its founding in 1876. However,
according to the drastic changes in lifestyles and digitalization in the world, they shifted their business from
magazine printing, which had been the most of their revenue, and evolved the conventional printing process
developing diverse businesses, including packaging, decorative materials, display components, and
electronic devices. It was possible based on precision printing technology and IT-based manufacturing
management technology cultivated through the expertise of their original printing processes. Furthermore,
they constantly refine their most advanced technologies to provide a stable supply of high quality, unique
products, such as micro-fabrication, precision coating and post-processing. DNP would be a great example

of successful innovation.

Lecture by Mr. Takanashi, working in France

In the French office, one of the overseas offices of DNP, many projects have been implemented.
Working on projects collaborating with many other industries and companies, they have cultivated and
developed their technologies and bring them back to Japan. In one of their projects, they digitized three-

dimensional objects such as globes and celestial globes at 4K resolution and introduced a new digital tool.

DNP

KBZENRI

Also, in the project with the Bibliothéque Nationale de France, they took part in introducing the latest digital
tools that allow visitors to view 3D artworks and text information at the Richelieu Site. Moreover, they
have been working on more 3-digitalization which allowed visitors to move and touch artworks without
their physical presence, so that anyone, including people with visual impairment, can enjoy that artwork in

anywhere in the world. They are taking advantage of the technology and know-how they have cultivated to

128



date and are providing many more opportunities for people all over the world to come into contact with
culture and the arts and new kinds of ways to enjoy them.

Mr. Takanashi's attitude of trying to create such new attempts one after another overseas inspired us.
And the corporate culture of DNP as a whole is the kind of attitude that we wish to work with in the future.
The DNP will likely continue to develop and create value that goes beyond our expectations.

IR B

at 14:20
Visit at Galarie K
o Company Profile
Company founded by Keiichiro Miyagawa, engaged in business centered on alcoholic beverages.
o Main business activities

*Import and sales of Japanese sake, shochu, whiskey and liqueurs

* Wholesale of French wines

*Restaurant consulting business

*Restaurant consulting and publishing business
o About Mr. Miyagawa (excerpt from the website)

Born in 1962, Miyagawa moved to France in 1990 to work at Restaurant Suntory Paris on the Champs
Elysées, where he became manager in 1993. In 2006, he participated in the launch of a French restaurant
in Wakayama, Japan as General Manager of Hotel de Yoshino. In 2010, he founded "GALERIE K PARIS"
and has been involved in the wholesale business of Japanese sake as well as French wine negotiant and
restaurant consultant. He has been a member of the Paris-Ile-de-France Sommelier Association since 1990.

He is also a member of the Sake Service Institute and has been involved in the promotion of Japanese
sake in France as a taster. Currently, he is a board member of Sake Service Institute International (SSI
International), and is actively involved in activities to promote sake in Europe and Japan, including lectures
at the Bureau of Economy, Trade, and Industry (METT).

In 2016, he launched the Kura Master Association and became the chair of the steering committee for
the first sake competition in France. The following year, in the first year of 2017, he helped organize Kura
Master—Le grand concours des sakés japonais de Paris.

(“Kura Master” Association: An association that promotes sake culture, brewery tourism, wine
professionals, sake education, and food compatibility research (aventure) through sake competitions, with

the aim of increasing sake consumption in France.)
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o Contents of the Lecture and My Personal Impressions

As the third company visited by the Japanese Embassy, Kuraray Master Miyagawa himself gave a lecture.
It was a three-hour passionate speech on the theme of "What I want to tell young uni students about from
my whole life experience”.

The following are some of the most impressive stories for me:

(1) The story of swallowing marbles and balloons (marbles and balloons are metaphors)

(2) The story of making small clouds disappear

(3) The workshop of drinking water with an eye-mask

I think it is difficult to understand what I am talking about if you only look at these bullet points, so I

will explain in detail below.

(1) The story of swallowing marbles and balloons

As a premise, this is a story that I couldn’t fully understand the meaning of. I understood that marbles
meant “saying bad words and grumbling, complaining”, and balloons meant “saying good happy words”,
and he used these words as metaphors. I couldn’t fully understand why he chose marbles and balloons,
but I interpreted that saying bad words "depresses your feelings" as being compared to swallowing a

small marble with mass, and conversely, saying happy words "lifts your feelings" as being compared to a

balloon that "floats".

The essence of this talk is that because we
speak "bad words" our perception of reality
appears to be bad, creating a bad atmosphere.
Conversely, because we speak "good words,"
reality appears better. I thought the message was
that it is important not to say too many bad
words in order to see reality strictly. In other
words, I interpreted it as saying that if you say

too many bad words, reality will appear

distorted and bad. I think the episode was an

episode using a concrete example, with the rationale tied to the world of linguistics.

(2) The story of making small clouds disappear

I also couldn’t understand the meaning of “making small clouds disappear”. Kei said “I can blow the

clouds”.

130



How? He said he just blow them, and they will disappear soon.

I took it to mean that he was talking about "the importance of waiting." A small cloud, because of its
small size, will disappear from its place in most cases if you wait a little time. Or it merges with another
cloud. Logically, small clouds do not disappear because they are "blown" but because they "wait after he
blows”. What he wanted to convey was that waiting is not the essence of "waiting" as in enduring hardship,
but that it is natural for all events, like little clouds, to disappear and pass away. He also thought that it is
possible to make it a feeling that can be actively extinguished, depending on how you look at it.

I thought that he was advocating the importance of waiting from a very enlightened standpoint.

(3) The workshop of drinking water with an eye-mask

Finally, the mini-workshop we did at the end of the lecture is also deeply etched in my memory. With an
eye mask and closed vision, we had to

(1) Identify the location of cups, plates, and bottles of water on the desk

(2) Place the cup on the plate

(3) Pour water from a plastic bottle into a cup

(4) Drink the water

The above actions were repeated. Of course, we had to be very careful not to spill any water.

In this workshop, we learned that the workshop taught us that it is not a matter of course to be able to see
and to be able to use our bodies well. When you close your eyes and then open your eyes again, the world
appears brighter and you can see various things that you could not see before. I was taught that it is not a

matter of course to be able to use your body well.

Personally, I found the human body even more interesting than that. I was able to temporarily sharpen
my "perception" through body organs other than my eyes. It was a kind of meditative state, and I felt that
my auditory and tactile senses were more sensitive than when my eyes were open. By forcibly closing my
eyes, | was able to reaffirm that sight plays a major role in "perception," and at the same time, I was able
to experience that there is definitely "perception" through sense organs other than sight.

Yuichiro Yumoto
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Thursday, 1st March at 9:55

On the Road

From Paris to Bochum

On March 1%, we moved from Paris to Bochum. However, the move was not easy for us and we faced
many problems that we hadn’t expected. The first problem was one of the ticket machines in Lyon Station
was broken. Also, there are many people waiting in line to buy a ticket. From this experience, we learned
that buying a ticket beforehand is very important. Another problem we face was that we missed the ICE we
had reserved. Although we missed the ICE, we met kind people who told us the way to the right platform.
Also, after we missed the ICE, they helped us to be able to get alternative tickets as cheap as possible.
Thanks to them, we were able to get tickets to Diisseldorf finally. The third problem we experienced was
to buy tickets from Diisseldorf to Bochum because the train we booked had already departed. When we
looked for the way to buy new tickets, a man who was also going to Bochum told us how to buy tickets
with a discount. Moreover, he stayed with us and helped whenever a problem arose until we finally arrived
at Bochum Station. Through these experiences, we found that there are kind people both in France and
Germany.

Takuto Suzuki
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at 15:05
Germany

Germany, located in Central Europe, is known for its diverse geography, ranging from the North German
Plain to the Bavarian Alps in the south. It shares borders with nine countries, making it a pivotal hub for
trade and cultural exchange. With a population of over 83 million people, Germany is one of the most
populous countries in Europe.

Germany is renowned for its rich cultural heritage, including contributions to classical music, philosophy,
literature, and scientific research. It is the birthplace of influential figures such as Beethoven, Bach, Goethe,
and Einstein. Additionally, Germany is celebrated for its engineering prowess, with companies like
Mercedes-Benz, BMW, and Volkswagen leading the automotive industry worldwide. Moreover, German

cuisine, famous for its sausages, pretzels, and beer, is enjoyed globally.

Bochum

Bochum, located in the western part of Germany, is a culturally
vibrant city that offers a fascinating blend of history, industry, and
modernity. With a population of over 364,000 people, Bochum is the
sixth-largest city in the Ruhr area, which is one of the largest urban
areas in Europe.

Bochum has a long history of coal mining and steel production, }
which has heavily influenced the city's development and culture. It was
the site of the first coal mine in Germany, and the city played a

significant role in German industry in the 19th century. During the

Industrial Revolution, Bochum was a major center of production for
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steel and other products. It was a major mining center until the late 1950s ?

and the last big facilities closed down in the 1980s. But the heavy
industry heritage lives on at Bergbau Museum and the city itself.

Since then, new industries have grown, particularly automobiles and
electronics; metallurgy and allied industries are also important. Bochum =
is now a commercial and cultural center for a densely populated part of |

the Ruhr, including the Bochum Museum of Art, the Bochum

Planetarium, and the Bochum Philharmonic Orchestra.

Bochum is also home to the Ruhr University, which is one of the
largest and most prestigious universities in Germany, and part of the
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, the most important German research
funding organization. The university attracts many students from around
the world, making Bochum a vibrant and multicultural city.

Bochum is loved and supported by the locals. When we visited the
brewery, we could see the locals supporting the brewery by buying local
beer, the beer of Bochum. Also, Bochum has a soccer team, and many

people gather supporting and cheering for the team.

You should visit Bochum someday.

Arisa Shiraishi

Saturday 2nd at 9:30

Bergbau-Museum #izizyeg

The Deutsches Bergbau-Museum Bochum, founded in 1930, is a premier institution dedicated to
preserving and sharing the heritage of the mining industry. Its mission is to spread knowledge about mining
through exhibitions, research, and educational initiatives. With comprehensive permanent displays
covering topics like Hard Coal, Mining, Mineral Resources, and Art, the museum offers visitors insights
into the diverse aspects of mining history, technology, and culture.

Since at the hotel we could see a lot of graphics and photos about the Bergbau-museum. It wasn’t hard
for us to know how important this museum is to Bochum. We arrived at the museum early in the morning,
got tickets and entered other German visitors. We first took an elevator down to the underground floor,
which was the visitor’s mine. Rather than a big underground hall, it was more like a long tunnel with small
chambers along the way for the exhibition of machines and engineering techniques used in mining. It was

cool and humid down there, even though the ventilation system was installed. I couldn’t help but wonder
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how the workers work under those circumstances. The pictures here are a few machines that are essential
in mining, the drill, the crane, and most importantly, the rail cart. On the floor we could see simple rails for

transportation of coal throughout the mine.

After enjoying the visitor’s rn‘ine, w ascended back to the ground floor and walked
through the exhibition of coal and mining history. The first room displayed different types of coal, how
they were made, and where they can be found especially in the Ruhr area in Germany. One of the highlights
was this rootstock of clubmoss, whose age is around 306 million years that became covered in sediments -
a process that prevented coalification. In other rooms, mining industry history from the 18th century was
exhibited.

In this museum, we could learn not only scientific parts of the mining

industry, but also the societal structure and working environment during the age of §
hard coal mining. Workers at the mines were once a big part that contributed to the §
economic growth, especially to the rebuilding of the country after World War II.
However, with the easier accessibility to foreign coal, a coal crisis started in
Germany. The unionization of coal workers and their protests made it possible for

mining to be continued as an economically viable business.

Sawitta Hannarong
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3 https://allabout.co.jp/gm/gc/65419/
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Saturday 2nd at 14:30

Special Lecture by Mr. Kariya

Mr. Kariya, a graduate of Hitotsubashi university, made a speech about living in Germany on the basis
of his experience. After his graduate from the law department, he joined a Japanese bank and after three
overseas assignments in Germany has been employed as a local from 2012 to the present, bringing his total
time in Germany to 24 years.

We listened to Mr. Kariya’s story in the hotel's conference room, and the atmosphere was friendly from
start to finish. There were two main topics that Mr. Kariya talked about. One was what the country of
Germany is like, and the other was his life in Germany.

One of the characteristics of Germany is that workers' rights are strong and consumers need to protect
themselves. The minimum necessary products and services are provided, but as in Japan, new products are
rarely offered to consumers, and train services are often suspended due to strikes.

There is also something unique to Germany in terms of daily life. It is related to the national character of
Germans, which is very different from that of Japanese people. For example, many of them consider
discussion to be a sport and they want to clarify everything, so they clearly state their opinions, and
conversely are expected to do so. He said that understanding the differences between Japan and other places
is essential when living and working in another country, because it is necessary to adapt to the customs of
that country.

Lastly, he responded to our questions. He answered anything we had questions about or wanted to know
more about. We had a very fruitful time, as he gave us guidelines for those of us who may be moving our

lives overseas in the future.

Koshiro Kamiya
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Sunday 3rd at 9:30

Koln
We got a chance to discover other cities in Germany during our free day. My group traveled to a nearby
city called Cologne, or Kdln in German. It is the largest city in the state of North Rhine-Westphalia. In
Cologne, we did some sightseeing at the chocolate museum and the Cologne Cathedral. I have only seen

the cathedral and did not expect it to be this tall and big. We could see it clearly even from the train!

Monday, 4th at 13:00

Ruhr University Bochum

Ruhr University Bochum (RUB) is a state university with 20 faculties and about 80 departments, with
approximately 43,000 students. Ruhr University Bochum has a Faculty of East Asian Studies, which also
conducts research on Japan. In addition to students researching environmental economics, the seminar that
day included students researching Japanese language and Japanese history.

On the same day, Professor Schmidtpott showed us around the campus, and we had lunch at a cafeteria
that serves vegan food. I often saw vegan restaurants in Bochum and Paris, and I was surprised at how
vegan cuisine has spread to university cafeterias.

Afterwards, the students moved to the cafeteria in the building of the faculty of Economics. We divided
ourselves into several groups and introduced ourselves to the students participating in the seminar. Over
coffee, we talked about the places we visited in Paris and Bochum, majors, and the differences between

student life in Japan and Germany.
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at 20:10
Moritz Fiege

Moritz Fiege is a privately owned brewery in Bochum, Germany. The name Moritz Fiege comes from
the name of the place where the company was located at the time. All water is from wells, malt is sourced
from factories in Germany and Europe, and the beers are brewed with high-quality aromatic hops. A wide
variety of beers are brewed, each with a different bitterness and aroma. Most of the restaurants in Bochum
served Moritz Fiege beer, and I felt that it was loved by the people of Bochum and a beer that represents
the city.

The brewery tour included barley tasting and well water tasting, and the tour of the brewery followed the
actual beer production process. The guide explained everything in German, but students from Ruhr
University, who visited with us, provided simultaneous interpretation so that we could understand. We
learned that cleaning beer barrels and other equipment is hard work, but it is important because cleaning

changes the taste of the beer, and that the brewers are particular about the taste of the beer they make. There

140



was a place where you could sample freshly brewed beer, and I poured and drank the beer myself, but my

pouring technique was not good, so the beer was full of froth. The beer was very easy to drink, without

much alcohol, and I found it to have a strong beer flavor.

After the tour, we had curry sausage and Moritz Fierge beer. The beer was very tasty and easy to drink,
plus the waiter kept bringing more and more beer, so | drank a lot and got drunk. I drank many kinds of
beer, and I liked the black beer the best. While I was drunk, I had a great time talking and interacting with
the Ruhr University students. While drinking beer, the Germans around me were talking loudly, and I
realized that Germans also get louder when they are drunk. Drinking German beer in Germany is something
that I have always longed to do, and I enjoyed the time I spent drinking it with the students at Ruhr
University. But the students told me that they don't drink beer every day, and I realized that my image of
Germans was different from the reality. | was very glad to feel like I was in touch with actual German life

and culture. [ would like to drink that black beer again one more time!
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Tuesday, 5th at 7:30

To the airport...
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CHAPTER 4

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS
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Looking Back the Program

Kazumasa Miwa

Throughout this seminar, I gained many skills and valuable experiences in terms of both academic
matters and personal developments. My initial expectation was that I would be able to learn about the
culture and economy of Europe, but what I got is far more than that.

Regarding academic skills or knowledge, I found three important things that will certainly help me
make my way through the rest of university life. To begin with, this seminar was the first opportunity where
I have learned to write an academic report properly. I had never read previous research papers or even
understood the purpose of doing it, so I was glad when I finally managed to write one after searching for
tens of research materials. Also, I think this seminar improved my way of interpreting given materials.
Before taking part in it, I tended to mistakenly think that European countries such as France or Germany
are always advanced in terms of policies on childrearing or work style. However, as I proceeded with my
research and took feedback from my friends in the seminar, I soon realized that some of their policies are
already implemented in Japan and are not necessarily crucial solutions for the country. Rather, I had to
delve into more fundamental or cultural aspects of European countries that make such policies effective. |
had never acknowledged so strongly the importance of unbiased comparisons between the Status Quo and
advanced examples. Listening to my friends’ presentations in the seminar was educational for me as well.
Since I am not a native English speaker, it was sometimes hard to catch their points in English. Despite that,
such cases motivated me to focus on listening to their clear arguments or opinions, which improved my
comprehension of English classes or discussions.

As part of my personal developments within the seminar, I got more confident on sharing my opinions
or experiences with strangers when discussing things with students from diverse backgrounds. Talking to
the French students, [ was able to tell that what I take for granted may be interesting to them and that every
thought I had on something might open a door to new findings for them. This experience encouraged me
to be more and more willing to know about global society since then I can have more and more constructive
conversations with students from foreign countries.

I am pretty sure that these findings could not have been obtained without Ms. Masuda and my friends

in the seminar. I sincerely appreciate all their support through the seminar.
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