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CIVICUS

Abstract: Measuring Civil Society: A Survey on Quantitative Studies

‘Civil society’” is an equivocal concept which takes on different meanings over time; the
meaning of the concept also varies across countries and regions.  This paper aims to examine
the possibility of providing a quantitative measurement of this rather abstract and equivocal
concept of civil society and see what kind of data and method could be applied for the process
of measuring, through reference to a number of preceding attempts on measuring civil society.
More specifically, this paper evaluates the previous research achievement of Johns Hopkins
Comparative Nonprofit Sector Project (JHCNP) and introduces its application in the form of
the nonprofit satellite account and global civil society index compiled on the basis of the
aforementioned project. Also introduced in this paper is the Civil Society Diamond (CSD), a
tool proposed by CIVICUS to highlight and evaluate the characteristics of civil society in
various nations. Further, a review of several attempts to measure and quantitatively understand
social capital, the intangible asset based on human network, norm of reciprocity and mutual
trust, which is closely connected with civil society, is undertaken. Finally, the paper
summarizes the issues regarding the quantitative understanding of civil society and points out
the unsatisfactory state of nonprofit-related data development along with the need for strategic
statistical development in Japan.

Keywords Comparative Nonprofit Sector Project, Global Civil Society Index, Civil
Society Diamond, social capital
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